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wpo3 IN theſe evil-and perillous.times 
q1- 


= RE God. bath not left #s without 


| b- ſore <boijſe mercies. Our ſins 
—E abound, and his mercies ſu» 
- - . » perabound. The Lord might 
Juſtly have poken thoſe words of death a- 
painſt us, * which of old he did again[t the 
Fews : I have taken away my peace 
from this people, loving- kindneſs, & 
mercies ; which had he .pulled from us, 
wehad had cauſe enough to mourn withRa- 


| Chel, and refuſe comfort ; for all our hap- 


pineſs lyes wrapt up in peace, loving kiad- 
nels and mercy. Pf. JI,1 Pf; '4 ho 4+ Pf. 
be Az. 76. 
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To the Reader. 


hk. | 
76.10. But God is yet good unto Iſrael, 
he commands deliverance for Ja6ob, be 0- 


ver-rules all the power of darkneſs, and | 
tells the ſons of Belial , ( men of corpupt | 
minds arid curſed pradtices) that they (hall '. 

procced no further, bt that their folly Þ 
ſhall be manifeſted 'unto all. He makes Þþ 
all enemies, all devils, all creatures, to © 


further his own gloyy, and the good of his | 
p ; WP" WY N bY "I 
peculiar people, When times are naught © Þ}- 


Aangeruus, he ſaith, Iſa. 26. 20. Come 
my people, enter into thy chamberj & |} 
{hur thy doors*abdurt thee, hide-chyTalf 
as it were for a little moment, till the * 


threaten life, he ſaith, Iſa 43 . t=5Vvhb ; 
thou paſſeſt through*'the:water$;4 ve 

be with thee; = chrought the rivers, 
they ſhall not overflow thee; when thou -J 
walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt ; 
not be burnt, neither ſhall the flames Þ 
kindle upon thee ; for I am the-Lord } 


thy. God, &c, When enemies are incen- |} 
ſed, fears and ſorrows multiplied, he ſaith: 


Iſs: 41. 10, 11. - Fear thou not, tor- |. 
I am with thee; be not diſmayed, for 
I am thy God, IT will ſtrengthen thee, | 


© I will. help thee -yea , I will uphold 1 


thee 


To the Reader. 
thee with the right hand-of my righ- 
reouſneſs. Behold, all they that were 
incenſed againſt thee, ſhall be aſhamed 
and confounded , they ſhalt be as no- 


thing... and they thar ſtrive with thee 


ſhall periſh, Such words of comfort and 
life goth. Ged ſpeak.unto bis. And among 
other- mercies, be ſtirreth up the ſpivits of 
his ſervants to write many precious Truths 
CT Tradtates to further the everlaſiing good 
of his beloved enes. Rev. 9..2, Rev. 
3+ 9.. If the bottomleſs pir be open, 
and (moak riſe thence, to duyken the air, 
' end obſcure the way of the Saints; Hea- 
ven. allo 1s opened, and there are light- 
nings and voices, to enlighten their ſpirits, 
 @ dire their paths, Had ever any age 
ſuch lightnings as we have? Did ever a- 
uy ſpeak ſince Chriſt and his Apoſtles as 
men now ſpeak? We may truly and ſafe- 
ly ſay of our Divines and writers. The 
'yoice of God, @pd nor of man': Such 
abundance of the ſpirit hath God poured 
into ſome men, that it is not they, but 
the ſpirit of the Father, that ſpeaks in them. 
What infimite cauſe bath this age to ac- 
| knowledge the unſpeakable mercy of Ged, 


in affording us Juch plenty of ſpiritual 
oor Tradates. . 
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Toi the R eader 


Fraftates full of: Divine , neceſſary and 
| confcience-ſearching Truths » Yed, prect- | 
ous ſoul comforting *, and ſoul improvine |} 


Truths > ſuch whereby, Head , heart, © 
end {oul cheating errors are diſcovered | 
and prevented; ſich as ſoundly difference 
true prace from all ſeemings and paint- 
ings "No time, no Nation exceeds us 
herein ; and ſhall ve, that abound in_ 
Truths, be penurious in praiſes ? 
Conſider Reader , whether ſpiritual 
Truths be not worthy of the choiſeſt prai- 


ſes.” Every Divine Truth is one of Gods 


eternal thoughts , it's' Heaven born, and 
bears the Image of the moſt High. Truth 


45 the plory of the whole ſacred Trinity > ' 


Hence the Spirit is called Truth , 1 John  * 
5- 6. Chrilt is called Truth, John. 14. : 
6. and God himſelf is ſaid” to be 
the God of Truth, Deut. 3.2. 4 it is 


ſo delightful to him that his eyes axc c- 
+ yer upon the Truth's Jer, 5. 1. and 
| when the only wiſe God would have men | 


make a purchaſe, he counſels them to bay © ; 


. the Truths eAnd is it not pood couns 
ſel? is. it not a good purchaſe ? Can you | 
beſtow your pains , or lay out your mo- . 

ue; better .? If you be dead in ſins. and 


treſ= _ 


. 


To the Reader. 
treſpaſſes , Trath is the ſeed of .a new 
. * life, : Roar birth, Jam. 1. 18, 
If you be in any bondage , Truth, can 
make you free. 1 John 8. 32. If compaſ- 
ſed about with enemies, Truth can ſhield 
thee. Pl, 91. 4. If you be full of filthy 
thoughts. aud luſts, or any impurities, the 
Triith can ſatisfie you. Job. 19, 17. If 
darkneſs and faintneſs poſſeſs your ſouls, | 
Truth is lumen & pabutum anime, the . --1 
light and life of the'ſoul.: Plalm' x19. 1055 | 
Let us then advance our thoughts of 
Truth , and rate it above all ſublunary 
things, and bny it though it coſt us all: , | 
it is no Simony, it is not too dear, you 
cannot overvalue Truth. 1t is ſiſter to 
the Peace of GOD, which paſſeth allun- 
derſtanaing : See how God bimſelf eſti- 
mates bis word and Truth, vl. 138, 
2. Thou haſt magnified To?" 
bove all thy Name, Whatfoever God: 
is known by beſides his Word , 'is be--.. 
. neath his Word. Take the whole Cre- 
ation which is Gods Name in the'preat-" 
eſt letters, it is nothing to bis Word 
and Truth, ' Thetefore Chriſti" tells” the © 
Phariſees, it is eaſter for Heaven and 
Earth to paſs , than one tittle or the : 
| : lip | 


\. law to fail.. 
" the law be prized by God above all the 


Ts the Reader. 


If the leaſt _jot.-or title of 


world, let us take heed of undeyvaluing 
the great and glorious Truths of the Goſpel, 
and ſettle it as a Law upon our hearts, 
that we can never. overpriſe or r yield ſufe. | 
cient praiſe for any, Truth. | 
=. Men can' praiſe God for the bleſs 
ſs 2g of the field , the ſeas , the womb. 


' and of their jhops; but where is the mow 


that Pre, God. fori this bleſſing of bleſ- 
fings , for Truth, for good books , and 
heavenly Tyeatifes, Men ſeldom purpoſes. 


'. ly lift up their hearts, and voices to hea, 


ven..to praiſe God for the riches of know-. 


ledge beſtowed upon them; In good books 
you have mans labour, and Gods Truths. 


The- tribute of thanks is due for both, that 


| God eniables men to ſo great labours, and: 


tha” he. .conveys ſuch precious treaſure 
through. earthern veſsels. David thought 


it his duty #0 praiſe God for Truth. P/al. 
. 143: 2. and hath leſt it upon record ſor 


eur. Imitation; He ſaw ſuch excellency , 
and found ſo much ſweet gain by Truth, 
that he muſt break out in praiſes for. it. 
| Reader, give over thy old wont of fligh-. 
ug. and cenuring mens lavours. Expes, 
TIENCE- 


+» & \  __@ 


To the Reader, 


Fience hat h long ſince told thee, that no good {570 


comes that way. Now learn to turn thy 
pejudices nnto praiſes, and prove what 
will be the fruit of honouring and praiſ-_ 
ing God , for Truths diſpenjed by his 
faithful ſervants. Let men tell thee, this 
is a chief way to keep Truth ſtill amongſt 
us. If Truths be not received with the 
love of them , and God honoured for 
them, preſently ſtrong deluſions: come, © 
Truth muſt ſuffer or flie. God hath made 
good that promiſe in Jeremy, he hath re- 
vealed to us abundance of peace & Truth, 
and we through ingratitude have forfeited 
both, Our peace is ſhaken, and who 
can promiſe himſe!f with Hezekiah, there 
ſhall be Truth and peace in my days. Peace 
may fail thee , but let not Truth: Every 
good Chriſtian may and ſhould ſay with 
the good King , there ſhalt be Truth in 
my Aaajes , if not peace. and Truth, I will 
ſo far honour Truth , as to receive the 
love of it. 1 will hold it faſt by faith, 
hold. it forth by praftice, Fi: Fg dai- 
ly for it, and veniure all in defence of it, 
ſo did the Martyrs, whoſe memory is ſweet, 
end whoſe reward is great. It is bettey _ 
ſuffering for truth than with truth: yer 


To the Reader. | 
if Truth muſt ſuffer or can die, beter it 
is to'aie with Truth, than out-live it. 

But that Truth may live, and we live 

by Truth , let us magnifie God much for 

| Truth, for his word and good. books that 
ſpring thence. Some probably may ſay, it. 
is enough to praiſe God. for his word, o- 
ther Books aye not tanti: wilt thou praiſe - þ 
God for the ſea ,. aud be unthankful for Þ. 
the rivers and ſprings ? wilt then lift up *\ 
thy voice for the great waters , and be { 
ſilent for the {t Iver drops and ſhowrs = 
if the farmer rain affe& thee , be not in- 
grateful for the latter. God would have 
m:n to value his ſervants , and praiſe 


| 
A 
him for their labours. ._ te : 
f 


. 8 


« 4 
a———_ 
PLA 


But they have errours. in them. | 
Be it ſo: ſhall we refuſe to praiſe God 
for the flowers and. the corn becauſe there 
be ſome weeds. in the garden, and thiſtles 
wi the field? Prejudice not thy ſelf, buy) 
read, take thy. delight... here is a gar- 
Gen Without, weeds. ,. a. torn Field qwith- 
out either Cockle or. darnel , thorn on 
thillle. Art thou a Sincere Convert, 
here are Truths ſuteable, ſolid and whoſe 
ſome; thou _— feed and feaſt with- | 
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To. the Reader, . © 

f. The Author is one of ſingular pity, in- 

| ward acquaintance With God, fkill'd is 

\ the deceits of mens hearts ,_gble to en- 

lighten the dark corners of the little world, 
and to give [atisfaftion to-ſtagpgering ſpi- 
rits, His work needs not the purple of 

anthers commendation to. adorn it: ; but 

. * becauſe cuſtom , nt neceſlity ; for its 
Truths preropative: to travel without a 
paſport (1 ſay) becauſe Cuſtom cauſeth 
Truth to crave and to carry Epiſtles com- 
mendatory; -know that the work is weigh- 

ty, quick and' ſpiritual, and if thineeye 
be ſingle in peruſong'it , thou ſhall find | 
many precious ſoul: ſearching , ſoul quick- . 
ning » and ſoul enriching Truths in it: 
yea, .-be ſo warned and awakned, as that 
thou canſt not but bleſs God for the man 
and mattey , unleſs thou be poſſeſt with 
a dumb devil, 

To concluae;, Chriſtian Reader, take 
heed of unthankfulneſs ; ſpiritual mercies 
ſhould have the quickeſt 'and fulleſt prai-- 
ſes, Such is this work tohu foreſawelt 
it not, thou contributedſt nothing to the © | 
birth of it. It is a preventing mercy. - 

| By it and other of the ſame nature,God ', 
i hath made knowledge to abound, the wa-. - i 
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- To. t he Reader, 
ters of the. ſanftuary are datly.increaſed 
and grown deep. Let not the waters of 
the Sanftuary put out the fire of the 
San8uary. 1/ there be no praiſe, thive 

"5-10 fire, If thychead be like a winter Sun, 
ſull of light; and heart like a winters earth, 
wrthout fruits, fear leſt thy light end in 
Utter darkneſs, & the Tree of knowledge 
deprive*thee J the. Tree of Life:. -The 
Loyd grant thou mayeſt. find ſuch benefit 
ky this work, as that thy heart may be 
raviſhed with Truth,” and raiſed to praiſe - 
Gor to purpoſe , and. made to pray, 
Lord ſtill fend. forth” thy Light and. 
Truth, that they may lead ws, So 
OY Sy rd oy TN 


Thine in Ckrift. 
w. Greenhill. 
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An Introduition to the Wark 


He knowledge of Divinity is 
'f © neceflary for all forts of: mew, 
both to ſettle aud eftabliſhithe 
; |  pwod, and to convert and fetch 
'., In the bad; Gods principles puſls down 

;  Satans falſe principles, ſer up 'in metis 
heads; loved and beloved with mens 
hearts, and defended by their Tongues; 
whilſt ſtrong holds remain uvſhaken, 
the Lord Jeſus is kepr off from''tou- 


quering of the Soul. od mo 
_ Now ſpiritual Truths are cither fyck 
as tends to enlarge the underſtanding, 
or ſuch' as may work thiefly upon the 
afteftions. I paſs by f in this known 


age ) the firſt of theſe, (and being a- 
mong a people whoſe hearts are hard 
enough ) 1 beivg with the latter ſort: 


For the underſtanding,although ir may 
litterally, yet it never favingly enter- 
rains any Truth , until che! Aﬀetions 
be therewith ſmitren & wrought upon. 

L ſhall cherefore here profecure the 


- 
» 


& *- * - "Oo TM FR © | 0 . ; : 
! unfolding of cheſe Divine principles. 
Fe Firſt, that there is one molt glofttousGod 
& 


7 Secondly , That this God made alt 
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An Introdudtion to: the Work: 


® rf p, 
. oObaY +? fm, 4 


Sixthly,' Thar the greateſt can 
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nal confidence, 
elves out of 


nqankind_ ar firſt in «-4dom in q moſt 


0 - 


f 
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| Gloridus,” 


fome, the: 24von , called by Ezekiel the 


CH A P T EB: " 4. * | 
T here is is ane moſt gl Pons Fe 94. 
A STTERED on 


A - ML. 
Exod; 33s _ 30 Ya 
x beſeech thee, [ bow me thy Glery, 
=_ [His $3 the: firfts-Divite , 
 Fruth ;::2nd (there are 
theſe two parts. A 
_— WI, 2-77-, 6 
Be 7, That there is a. God. 
kd LY 2 "Pha this God-1 1s moſs 


t will begin "5 the befhmune aud 
prove” omitting many philoſophical 
argurnents  rhar ch there is a God, 4 zrue 
Gol.; for every Nation almoſt in the 
world, tntil Chriſts- coming , had. a 
ſeveral God. SSme Worttipped the Sw, 
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'  _ Queen of Heaven , Which ſome made 


-ſoning rhe life oh nature , ' Were given 
W.: 


gels in thoſe Idols, as the learned did: 


tug Cod), the. being of beings; or the 


this point ſeems nee 


Rudy their hearts "i fegl this: rem rattle 


| How ip: the ſtrongeſt walls and bul- 


cakes unto} Some the 4ubole Hedyens, 
as ſome-worthipped the Fire, ſome the 
brure Beaſts ſome Baal, 


**.. - 1 


ſome, Motoch. The Ro- Plin, lib, 11, 
mans.-{. Ith Varro ) had Nat. 1 iſt, | F: 


6000 gods, who impri= _. | 
Lo, ſins againſt nature, citherto wor-: 
Pp Tdofs *of mans invention , as the 
ignorant, Rem. 12. of, God and eAn- 


but theſe are falſe gods. 
Fam now to prove that there-is one 


firſt being. Alt bough the proving of 

leſs , becavfe. e- 
very man runs with the cry, and faith; 
There is a God, yer few. throughly be- 
heve this Porat. :Many of the Chil- 
dren of God, who are beft able ta 
know mens hearts, becauſe they, only 


oy 1s there @ God? \hitgerly afqulc: 
ing them ſometimes; - The devil. will 
fometimes undermine, and -ſeck to 


warks. . The light of nature _indee# |} 
Lad Ra =< 


F ture? and hence; though they date not 
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1 ſhews, that there is 2 God; -bhr how 
T many are thefce, that by" foul: fn$ a- 
Ki _ their conſcience , blaw out and. 
SF cxtinguiſh altAdft all rhe* light of tia-! 


conclude , bechuſe they have ' fame 
4J light, rhought lim ; yet if they ſaw 
'F their heart "* thby might lee it {ecret- - 
ly ſuſpe&t; and queſhon' whether there 
be a God: but grant thar none queſti- 
ons this truth , yet we that: are biyl- 
ders , mult not fall to a work 
out our . main props. 40d pillars: | Te | 
may appear therefore that there is A, 
Gud from theſe grovtids ; * : | 
Firſt, From the works of God. Rome. 
1. 20. when ye ſee a ftate'y Fouſe» 
alhou h we. ſce nor the man. Far. 
builtzt, alffough alſo we kyow' not? 
the time when un was built,* yer vn 
we conclude thus, ſurely ſome wile: 5; 4 
tifiger bath been workirg here: La RO 
we, when we beho' d'the { ately They: 0 


_ ter of Heaven and Earth, te o-. . 


© ther, but that the finger, arms, and, 
| wiſdom of God hath been hte; 'at- 

though x we (ce not him that” is j0vi- : 
(ible, and although we know gor the 
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time when he began to build. Every : 
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* on the Table ? who hung ous. f 
thoſe. Lanthorns in Heaven to enligh- Y 
ten a dark world ? Who can make * 
the. fgguie of a_man , -but one wiſer 
than 


| ie. ſtone out of which'it is hew- 
ea? could any.frame a man but one 


wiſer , and greater than man !} who 


- Upighe the birgs ro build" their'veſts , 


ad . : &-. > » TROLLS LES Y 2 ET IM - 

and-the Bees to ſer up and order their 
Common: wealth ? who ſends the Sun 
poſt from- otic end of .Heayen to the 


other , carrying ſo. many thouſand 
| ying 


bleflings to ſo many thouſands of peo- 
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rpay, or 
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{i 
er, Which is God, 
. Secondly , From the word of God, 
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T 
fuc 
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by 


creature .in.. Heaven | arid Earth is a } 
loud-preacher of thiqT ruth: who ſer F 
thoſe Caudles, . thole Torches of Hea- 5 


_ Pe wn I . - 
a. 
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kingdoms 2? . what power. of. 
Angels can wake the leaſt pile 
of prafs-tro grow , put life into the 
- aff ING | 


s) x 
+ Fi l 

bY 

++ ? 


re a Power above all created polw- 


* 


Lhere, js, Juch a majeſty Rirring, and 
YE Sb revealed oj the var that 
if men will oot be wilfully blind, 

: Cantiot but cry out, The voice of 
me” God 3 
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| God; and not the voice of man. Hence 
Calvin undertakes co_prove the Scrip- 
care to be the, word of God, by rea- 
fon, againlt all Atheiſts under heayen: 
Haſt Row not thought ſometimes at a 
ſermon , [The Miaiſter hath (pokents 
hone bir thee, and Fhat- ſome or, 0+ 
ther Kath told the Miniſtej what thou 
haſt (aid , what thow' baſt' done, what 
thou haſt thought ?” now that word 
which: tells thee” the thoughts of thy 
S heart, can be nothing elſc but .the 
4 . Word of an all-ſccihg God that ſearch- 
cth the heart, ' = 

Agoin. , that word which quickeieth \ 
the dead is certainly ' Gods Word, but 
the Word of God onliprly reached 
guickneth the dead ; th MA th the 
blind to ſee,,, the dimb! o ſpeak, the 


a ro hear, the Ke to Walk; thole 


load them, 
: hat” never Gould 
pray, ro. breath: out unutterablc grgans 
and ſighs for their fins. © 

Thirdly, Prom the children bebor+ 

ren of God: for we may tead id mins 
| foreheads, as ſoon as ever they,. ate. 
born, the” ſentence of death ; and we 
may 
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6 77 c Sincere Convert. 1 
thay y mens, lives , what helliſk | 
heart they have, Now there is atimeY 
"ſome of this monſtrous brood of*! 
ink y are” quite changed. and made all? 
new; they have new minds, 2,.hew. 0+} 
fan lons, new; defires, new Joys, new 4 

rrows, new ſpecches, new /prayers, : 
hew lives; and ſuch: a cifference hers 3 
is betwix! theſe and others; that t IE | 
are harcd. þy others; who loved them |? 
well. while "they loved their fins; and * 
| whence | came this. ftrange change ? Is. 
. ft; from themſelyes ? b 
© hated this new life”, and theſe new * 
Is it becauſe 
they y will be credited. thereby 2 Ne: 
| Is ir to 'b&, hare of; Father, Mother, * 
Frietids© Ind*% maligned every where 2 1 
Te: out of fmplicity,, , or are their 


ſee 


men ance themſelyes : 


No, For they 4 


b: a14is grown. Erazie? They were ia- ; 


deed. O1cE; Fools, 9 .and J+- can prove 4 
chem. all ro 


ven. fimple men have been known to - 


c Solomons fools : : bur e- 


be more wile for the world , after 


_ they. have been made new. Bur laſt- 


- ths .I$ It not from a laviſh. fear of 
4 which works this alteration ? $ 


be ing (cf J they abhox to live Ike : 
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of tHe whip. © dt 
Fourthly ,. From;Gods Repilter or po- 
rary, apbich is in every man; 1 iogrs the 

Conſcience of men: which. tellgth them. : 
there is a God, and although they. fi» 

lence it ſometimes , ; Jet. in. thunder 

IF cimt,, or great plague » as Pharaoh» 
Þ of 6 the Jay. of Deail, then they are: 
JI near Gods Tribunal ,, when they ac- 
knowledge him clearly, The fearful 
rerrors of Conſtienceproyeth h, 
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; The. Sincere Convert ; 
many Thyfic ciaus ;baye given, ſuch men. 
over to other Phyficians.” Melauchol- 
ly ſadneſs may be. born, but 4 woun-: 
. ded ſpitir, who Gan bear? Thus ) you ſee; 
that there is a God. But who ever ſaw. : 
Got,” thar Every one is bold to affirm * 
that there iS a God? ? Indeed his face ! 
was never ſeen_by mortal man, but, 
his back-pittchave been ſeen, arc feens, 
and may be ſcen'by all. [the world, As,. 
kath been proved: 
_ © Obje&, All thin 
paſs by ſecond cau _— 15 
| "oh: r. What though? Is there : 
no Maſter in the houſe, becauſe the.” 
fervants do 'all the work? This great | 
God maintains fate by doing all by : 
the. Creatures ſubjeQion ; yer ſome-.' 
rips - we may.cry out in behol: = 
ſdine ſpecial pieces of his Adminiltra- 
| rifer, here 'is rhe finger of, God. © ..,' 
_ © 2, Wharthohgh there be much con-. 
falivn i in the World, as that ſhillings, 
and for peice , ind © counter Rand : 
ys poimde, the beſt men are ought - 
2 and {o old at a low rate., and worſt 
_ mn 


S ate broyghit to: 


: Y 
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prited and' prekerred ; yet if we,? 
had | cy6s to ſee and conceive, we thapld, | 
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The. Sincere Convert, 9 
ſee an 'harm6ny zn ' "this diſcord* of 
things. God isnow ike a wiſe Carpen- 
ter, but hewin y his work : Thete is 
a lumber, and'confuſion ſeemingly a- 
mong us , let us-ftay till the day of 
judgment , and they we ſhall fre the 
iwhaice wiſdom in fitting all this for 
his own glory , and, for the good of 


- his people. 


Object. - But if. there be God, why 
titirs He nor his peoples prayers? Why 
doth he forget them when they have 
molt. need of him ? 

1 anſwer , Nah dove returtis | of 


J rp veell , ds Lit penn nh oY = | 
4 want of company enou «ke to'ferch*a- 
way that abundances which” 
God hath to give: The Lpidel ever opire 
F them cheir aſking in money”; or ''mo- 

_ney-worth , in the ſamy 'thing or. a 
berrer. The Lord fever gives his Ind» 
portunare beggars rlittr (efires, either 
In pence. by h tttle and”! ftle, or by 
pour; ; long bets any rites before” 
e gives, bur ets: ; ej vell for. 
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ledge, without hearts, as bollacs [nts 
times of yeeak, brains; Eoing how rel 
cazzc FATE cond, Gaules > thouph they? 


mz .iahybelicre their books, znnoty 
reg _ 


e.:thejr, dull, thoughts. fo the be-J 
halding of. A, firſt.cauſe. Ges Po- 1 
lizicians {2 like children always ſtan-J 


di heads, andſtriking rheit? 
ee; Hg Heaven; Fi theſe think Re-1 


Nedes A ,Prec© f policy, to. ' 
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' have ſinned ſecretly, though not open- 
ly againſt nature, or the light of con- 
ſcience. God ſmites men for inceſt, 

--{adomy , ſelf-pollution , with diſmal 

| blindneſs. Thole alſo that are noto- - 

_ rious worldlings , that look no higher 

than their barns, no further than their 
ſhops; the World is a pearl in their 
cye, they cannor ſee a God. s 
Laſtly, I ſuſpe& thoſe men that ne- 
ver found out this: thief., this ſin, 
that was bred and born with them, 
nor ſaw it in. their own hearts , 'but 
there it lyes ſtill 1n-ſome dark corner 
of their ſouls to cut their throats; 
theſe kind of men ſometimes ſuſpe& 
there is no God. O this 1s a grieyans 
ſin; for if no God , no Heaven , no 
Hell, no Martyrs, no Prephets, no 

Scriptures, Chriſt-was then an hor- 

rible lyar, and an Impoſtor. Other 

ſins wropg and grieve-God and wonnd . 

him, but this fin ſtabs the very heart 

. of God ,--it ſtrikes at the life , and'is 

{ as much as lyes in finfal man ) the 
ou of God; for it ſaith , there is no 
od. 9 7 ; 
Secondly , this repreveth Atheiſts i 
== -— - pradlice, + 
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[3 £2 -The Stmeere Convert, 
it eprafiice', which ſay there is a God, : 
.and queſtion it not, but in-works they 
. deny him. He (har-piucks che King JF 
from his chrone, is as vile as he thar } 

: ich he is no King. Theſe men ate 
almoſt as bad as Atheiſts in opinion, | 
And of fuch duft heaps we way find 
1n-cvery corner, that in their praCtice-: 
deny God, men that (er other gods: 
 #n Gods room , their wealth, thei ho-+ 
.nour, their pleaſure, their merits, their : | 
-backs and bellies co:be their gods: mean} 
that make. bald co do that againſt this; 
true God -which Idolaters.dare not doi 
againſt their 1dol gods, and thar 1s con] 
tinvally to wrong this God ; Men that] 
peak nor forall crhey want by prayer;nar 
returu all back again to.God:by praiſe.) 
{je 2. A decoud uſe ts for 2xhorta-i 
ian. © Jabour to ſee and behold rhig) 
God, Is there a God,, and wilt thouj 
not give him a good look z Oh, paſs 
by all the Rivers, tilt thou-come roY: 
the ſpringhead; wade through all.crea-: 
;tures, nur] thou art drowned, plunged 
_.&:{watlowed up wich:God, When thag 
feſt chetheavens lay, where is thargreat 
. Mulder that made this ? when bow : 


| theareſt of mutations of Kingdoms, lay» 


Where is the Lord of Hoſts, the great 


captain of cheſe Armies? when'thow 
calteſt ſweetneſs in the Creature or 1 
GodsOrdinaaces,{ay,where is{weetnefs 
ir (elt? beauty ic ſelf? where is the Sea of- 
theſe drops, the Sun ot theſe beanrs? Oh 


'that men_.ſaw this God! Its Heaven 


to behold him; thou art then in a cor- 


ner of hell , that canſt not, doelt not 


| iſee him, and yer what is leſs known 


[than God ? Methinks when men hear 


there is a God about them, they ſhould 


1y grovelling in the duſt, becauſe of 


'his ol OTF. If men did Tee him, | the 
"would ipcak of him, who 'fpeaks of 


God; Nay, men' catinot ſpeik to God, | 


'bur as beggars have learncd to cant, 
iſo many a man-to pray, 'Oh, 'men 
ſee nor Goda prayer, therefore they 
"cannot ſpeak to God by prayer. Men 
£11, and G>d frowns , ( which makes 
the Devils ro quake;:) yet mens hearts 
{hike no: , becauſe they (ce him not. 


Uſe Jo. Oh , make choiſe of Ain : 


God, as thy God, Whar though rhere 
be a God +: it ie be not thy God;whae 


-art chou the bertrer ? Down with HH 
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thy Idol gods, and ſer op this God: ' 


Tt there be any cteature that ever Gid + 


thee any g00d, that God ſetteth a wor- 
Kiog for thy good + love that, think 7 
On rhat, as thiy good: If there be any 


thing that can, give thee any ſuccour ? 
on thy death-bed, or V/hen thou art ? 
departed from -this World, take that F 
fo be thy God. Thou mighteſt have 


been born in ſndia, and never have M 


heard of this true God, but worſhipe | 


% , = 
b ny 
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. . : . Se , mw 
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ped the Devil for thy God; O there- - 
fore make choiſe of him alone to be | 
thy God, give away thy ſelf wholly.) 
and forever to him, and he will give } 
away his whole ſelf everlaſtingly unto; 
thee. Seek him -weeping , and thon ! 
ſhalt find him. Bind thy ſelf by the | 


firongeſt oaths and bonds 1n covenant ; 


to be his, and he will. enter into co-} 


venane with thee , and ſo be thine. 
BP... _- 
Uſe 4. The fourth wſe is , au uſe} 
of Comfort to them that forſake all for; 


' this God, thou haſt not loſt all fori 


nought, ' thou ſhalt not caſt' away: 
ſubſtance for ſhadows , bur ſhadows: 


tar ſomewhat , Prov 8, 18. When! 
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The Sincere Convert, 15 
all comfort is-gone, there is a God te 
comfort thee, When thou haſt no ret 
here, there is a God to reſt in: when. 
thou att dead , he can quicken thee 7 
when thou art weak, he ig ſt:ong; .& 
when friends are gunc , he will be & 
{ure one to thee. . my 
Thus much of the firſt part of this 
Doctrine, or Divine truth, that there 
is a God, Now followeth tb ſ{hew you, 
that this God is a moſt glorious Gody 
and that in four things he is. glorious. 
I, In his Eſſence. © 
2. [n his. Auributes. 
3. In his Perſons, 
4+ In his Works. 
x. He 1s glorious in his. Gods Eſſence. 
Eſſence, Now waar this. 2- 
glory is, no man or Angel hath,doth, . - * 
or ever ſhall know: their cockle- ſhell + 
can never comprehend this ſea, he muſt® 
have the wiſdom of God, and ſo be 
a God that comp;chendeth the Efſence 
of God: butthough it cannot be com- 
prehended « what it is, yet it may be. 
ayprehended , that it 18 incompre- 
heufible and glorious , which makes- 
his glory. to be the more admired, as. 
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t6. The: Sincere Convert. 


we admire. the luſtre of the Sun: the: 
more , in that it is (o great we can-. 


- not behold. ir, 


2z God is glorious i in bis Attributes, which 
are thoſe Livine perfections. whereby. 
he makes himſelf known uno vs Which 
Atcribures are not qualities t God, 
bur natures. Gods wiſdow is God him- | 2 
ſelf, and Gods Power 1s God:himſelf;.. | 

neither are they diverſe in God, bur | 

they. are diverſe only. in regard of our: 


underſtanding: and” 1n their regard: ro- | 


their different efles on different ob- 
jects. 
the j juſtice. of God ; God: compaſhe-. 
_ the miſerable. 2. 15. the: mercy; 
of God. 

| Now.the Attributes of God',. omit-- 


Ing curious divitions, arc theſe. 


An explanati- 
on of- Gods. 


1: He. is a /pi i 

p ſpiritual: God.. John « | 
2.4, therefore- ab- 
"hy all worſhip; and 
all duties performed - without the in- 
flzence of the Spirit; as to confeſs thy. 


'eAlttributes. - 


| fins without ſhame or ſorrow, and:o Þþ 
ſa; :\e Lords Prayer without uuder-- 
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IFp to. hear the word that rhou 
mayo: 


God puniſhing the wicked! is | F 


irit,. or- * 


The Sincere Convert. T7 
mayelt only know more, and not that: 
thou mayeſt be attect-4 more z Oh, 
theſ- carcaſes of holy dvties are mof& 
odious facrifices befoce God. 

2. He 18 a living God , whereby he 
livech of himſcif, and gaves life to all 
other things. Away: then with' chy 
dead heart co” this prigciple of life co- 
quicken thee, rthac his mig-ry power 
may pluck: tee out of ttiy ſepulchre,- 
gnlooſe thy: grave locks, . that {o-thow- 
4 may eſt hve. - 

d- 3: He is an infinte God, wh-reby* 
he 1s without limits of being. 2'Chron, - 
6. 8. Horrible thea is che leaſt 1in- 
that ittikes an iofinite grear God, and- 
lamenrable is- the eſtare of all thoſe 
with whom this God'is angry: thou 
haſt iofinite goodneſs to forſake tnec, 
| and infinite power and wrath to ſer 

| againſt thee. Ou 

4+ He is an Eternal God, without 
beginning or cud of 'being, P/aln $0, - 
I; Great therefore 1s the tolly of thoſe 

men char prefer a little ſhort pleaſure 

befqre this erernal God; that, like E- - 
ſan, (ell away aneverlaſt-vg 10h-rirance_ 
for a [&tle potrage, for a baſe Juſt” Þ| 
and pleaſure-of it, B-v + $;Hee þ 
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/.3$ The Sincere Convert. 
'- '$. He is an gll-ſufficient God , Gen. 
'. 17. 1. What lack you therefore, you 
#-- that Would fain have this God, and 


-: . the love. of this God , bur you ate 


* 
- 


toath-ro take the pains to find him, © 


or to be at the coſt to purchaſe him 


with the loſs of all? Here is infinite, } 


eternal , preſent ſweetneſs, goodneſs, 


grace, glory, and mercy to be found | 
: 1n this God. Why poſt you from L 


mountain to hill, why ſpend you your 
money, your thoughts, time, endea- 
vouurs » on things that ſatisfie not? 
Here 1s,thy reſting place. Thy cloaths 
may warm thee, bur they cangort feed 
thee: thy Phyſick may heal thee, bur 
carinot maintainthee: thy money may 
mantain thee ,, but cannot comfort 
thee, when diſtrefſes of Conſcience & 


anguiſh of Heart come upon thee: This 


God is Joy in ſadneſs , light in dark- 


is-all light in this Sun, and all water 


#14] - 31. rhis Sea, out of whom as out of a 
Chr\ al, fountain, thou ſhalr driok. 


| neſs, Life in Death, Heaven in Hell. 

4 :: Here. is all rhine eye ever ſaw , thine 
471 heart ever deſired, thy tongue ever aſ- 
i - ked, rhy mind ever conceived. Here 


ws. 


4 ; y 
d ; £8 3 , 


, » 
Fy 4 
ry = 


" Pe 
"oP ol 


pa 


down all the refined fweetneſs of all 
Creatures. in heaven and earth , fore- 
ver and ever. All the World' 1s. now 


ſceking and xyrivg out themſelves for - 
reft, which here ovly can be found. 


6. Heis at Omnipetent God, whereby 
he can do ,whatever he will : yield 
therefore, .and ſtand not out inthe fin- 
ful' or ſubrile cloſe maimainance of any 


LC CiOtC ! . 
one fin againſt this God fo powerful, 


who can cruſh thee at his pteaſure. 


7. He is an all. ſeeing God : He knows: 
what poſſible.can be,or may bc known 2. 
approve thy {elf therefore ro thisGod on- 


ly inall thy ways, Ir is vo matter what 


men ſay, cenſure or-think of chee, Iris: 
no matter 'what thy ſeilow actors in 
this ſtage of the World - imagin ,- 
Ged is the great Spectator rhar beho{ds. 
thee in eveiy place; God is ihy. (py, 
and takes compleat norice of all. the 
actions of thy life ;” and they are in: 
print in keaven. which that .grear Spe-. 


Ctator and judge will open at.that greas 


day ,. and read aloud'in the eats of all 
the world : Fear to fin ' h:refore in 
ſecret, unleſs-thou canſt find cur ſome: 


dark hole. where the cye.of God can- 
B 3. . lots 
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20. The Shncere Convert: 
not diſcern thee. Moura for thy ſe- | 
cret negle&t of holy duties; mourn+?' 
for ey ſecret hypocrite , whoredom,. _ 
prophaneneſs; and with ſhame'in thy- 4} 
face. come beforethis God tor pardon - ! 
and: mercy, Admire and wonder + 
at his-parience, that having ſeen thee; 
Hath not damned thee. 

_ 8:. Heisa True God:, whereby he ]J- 
means todo as he ſaich: Letevery Childs | 
of. God therefore know to his eom- {| 
fort, that thoſe things which he hath : | 
not- under feelings, but under a pro. 
miſe, ſhalk one day be all made good; . | 
and let all wicked men know, what-- | 
ever-threatning God - hath denounced; | 
whatſoever. Arrows are'in. the bow-. |” 


$ 


ftcivg,. will one day fly, and hit, and* | ' 
Ritike deep; and the longer the Lord: | 
16a drawing: the deeper wound will 


Gods arrow (that is, Gods threatmng} | 
make. 
9% He 1s an: Holy God »qvc not A-:- 
ſhamed therefore of holineſs , which: 
& it-afcend above the commann ſtrain: 
ef.honefty ,..the blind:and mad world * ::- 
accounts -it: madneſs... If the righteous. 
that is; , thole -thas be - — : be:: 
Ted. > wh TR carcte: 


- 2 44 -, . RS. SD Tc, a4 wt... ham. 
\ 


fore the face of a bleſſed God ; for' 


fn ; mercital. in the: face of Chrifh, - 


_ ths Juſtice purſues thee, When a Child 


' The Sincere Convert;.. 20 
fearcely ſavea » Where [hall the ungodly if 
end ſinner appear, 1 Pet,'4. 18. where? } 
Not before Sainis and Angels; for ho- 
lines is their trade; .Nor'. before the” 
face ot rhe man Chriſt Jeſus ; for ho- 
lineſs was his meat and arink: Notbe- 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


holineſs is his nature: Not 1n heaven, 
for no unclean thing crawis there ; 
they ſhall-never (ce Ged,:Chriſt, Saints, 
Angels, or Heaven to their comfort, - 
that are not holy : wear therefore as: 
that thy crown now , which will be: 
thy 'glory in Heaven, and--if this be 
to be vile, -be more vile. OO 
10. He 1s a juſt and merciful God; 
zjaſt iy himſelf, and ſo will puniſh all” 


and ſo will puniſh fin. A juſt Gog*! 
againſt an hard-hearted ſinner, amerci- | 
ful God towards an humble ftuner: God © 
15not all Mercy-and no Juſtice; nor all. 
Juſtice, and no mercy: Submit ts him, 

his mercy embraceth thee; Refiſthim, . 


of God is humbled indeed, common- |} 
ly he makes God a hard-hearted crye] © || 
God, loailti' tt help ;..and- ſaith; Can {| 


lit} . 
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22 The Sincere Convert. 


ſuch a finner be-pardoned, a wicked :; 
. man that, was never humbled, makes M 
God a God of clouts, one that (how- - 
ſoever he ſpeaks heavy words, yet he-..;; 
is a mercifal God ,) and will not do 


- 
ot »P " ph: y 
OO *\ 
Q. ,*" 


as he faith , and he finds it no diffi- 
cult work to- believe the greateſt ſin 
may be pardoned : concetvs cheretfore: 
of him as you have heard. 

Thirdly , Gods glorious in his per - 
ſons, which are three ; Father beget- 
bing, Son begotten,and' the holy Ghoſt, 
the third: perſon proceeding, Here the 
othey- is called the Father of glory. 
Eph. 1. Chriſt is called the Lord of 
Glaxy ; 1 Cor; 2. and the Spirit 1s 
called the Spirit of Glory; 1. Pet. 4. 


the Father 'is glerious in his great 
work of Ele&ion; The Sor is glorious: - 
in his work of Redemption 3 The Holy- 


Ghoſt is glorious in his work of Ap- 
plication: the Farher is glorious in chooſ- 
ing the Houſe ; the Son is glorious 


' in. buying the Houſe ; the Spirit is 
elorious in dwelling in the Houſe; 
that is, the heart of a poorloſt ſfinner. 
[4 He is glorions in his works, in . 
| tis works of: Creation-, and in his 
Re Ts Hoe works = 
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The Sincere Convert, 2.3 
| works of providence and government: 
woader therefore that he ſhould io 
vouchſafe to look upon ſuch worms, 
ſuch dunghils, ſuch Lepers as we are, 
to provide, protect, to flay his Son, 
to cali, ro ſtrive, to-wait, to give a- 
way himſelf and: all that he 1s worth 
unto us ; O fear this God when ye 
come before him, People come be- 
fore God in prayer , as before theic 
tellows , or as before an Idol ; Pe>- 
ple tremble not at is voice in the 
World. A King or Monareh will be 
ſerved in ſtate, yet how rudely, how. 
ſlovenly do men go about every. ho- 
ly duty. N 
Thus much of 'the ficſt principal. 
Head , that there is one moſt glorious 
God, Now we are to proceed to the 


ſecond, viz. 
at firſt 1 a moſt glorious and 
happy: eſtate like unto him{elf. 
Dot, For the opening. of which | 
Aſtertion, I have choſen this. Text, 6 
| h - Heel. i 


CHAT T1 _ 
Hat this God made all mankind 
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. dam; ina moſt. glorious, happy , & * 
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ry } though! dfiiculr queſtions a 
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Eccleſ. 7. 29. God made man righte-- f 
ous, which clearly demonſtrates, That: 1 
God made all. mankind art firſt in C2: 4 
righteous eſtate; Man, whenhe came- i 
firſt our of Gods miar, ſhined molt::;; 
glorious.. There 1s a marvellous glo- | 
ry. in all Creatures ( the ſervants andi . 
houſhold ſtuit of man,) therefore- ' 
there was a greater glory' in man: 
himſelf, the end of them. "God cai- | 
led a Parliament, & gathered a Coun-- , 
fel whea man was to be made , and” 
ſaid, .Come let us make nan in our own» 
Image; as tiouph all r2< Wiſdom ofs 
the Trinity-{hould be ſeen in the Cre« 
ation of man. 
Queſt. Wherein did-the glory or blef-- | 
ſedneſs of man appear ? So 0 

<Anſw.: In the Impreffion of Gods | 
Image upon him, Gen. 1, 26, Cau- | 
there be any - greater glory for a Jo- , 
ſeph, for a Subjet, than to be like: Y 
his Prince? Sg 4 
Queſt: What wasthe Image of God?” | 
 eAnſw. The Schoolmen and fathers * 
tiaye- many*curions {{ yer not neceſla- 
bant 
this* | | 


} 


| 


The Sincere Convert, 25. 

F this; I will omit all theirs, and tell 
} you only what 1s the. Apoltles-judg- 
5 TMeCcnr, Col, Ze 20. Ephef. 4+' 13, OuC A 
; of which this general deſcription of: = 
! Gods Image may be thus gathered. 

| It is emans perfeftion of AT 

t holineſs, reſembling Gods The Image of- 
admirable holineſs,where- God jd@Man. - 

by only man pleaſeth God... 

For all other inf:riour Cri 3 d1d 
carry the works and foor- ſteps of Gods + 
vw powers, wiſaom,' goodneſs, wh:reby all 
| theſe Attributes were ſcen, Now the: 
\ moſt perfet Attributes of :God , thar- 
| is his Holineſs, that he would bave: 
,; only appear i», .and be made manifeſt: 
' by man, his beſt inferiour Creature, - 
as a Kings wiſdom and bounty ap- - 
pears in managing the affairs of all his 
Kingdom , bur his Royal, Priacely, & 
molt eminence. perfettions appear in rhe- 
+» face and diſpofition of his Son, next- 
under him. But more parricularly this « 
Image of God appeared in-theſe-four-: 
particulars, . Ts 
I- In mans « 


OO 


| like- unto Gods. Now | Gods Image ED x 
hero chiefly confilted-in this-particular, y 
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) | chiefly appeared in two thivys. 


ſaw him (face: ro face, much more 3 


wrapt up. in the. continual exiaſies in- 
Na, this God. 


26 The Sincere Convert. 
viz. As God ſaw himſelf, aud behel& 
his,own infinite endleſs. glory and ex- {| 
ccliency;ſo man was privy: to God's ex= _ } 
celſency;; and ſaw God molt gloriouſ-: ; j 


ly, .as Moſes, thongh a ſinful man, 


Adam y a perfect man.: God loving J 

OY ould do no, leſs than reveal 
KL Man. | 1 
d Aﬀgeflions : che Image of | 
"Wrefly appeared in two things, .; 
Firft, Fd God ſreing kimſelf, lov'd 


himſelf, So «Adam (eeing God, loved' 


| this God more chan the World, more 


than himſelf : is Iron pur into the 
fire ſeems to: be nothing. but fire; ſo .; 
Adam beibg beloved of God, was t 


tnrned into a lump of love ,. to love 


God again. _ p | 

Secondly, As God deliMred i in kim-- v; | 
ſelf, Prov, $.. fo did. Adam delight © 
in God , took ſweet repoſe in the bo- 41 
ſom, of God. Methi vks- 1 ſee eAdam- 


. In.his will , the Image of God: 


Rm | -» 
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L. As God only. willed, himſelf, a \ 
is: 


dd 


means of which ( 
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| bis laſt end ;. ſo did eAdsm will God, - 
# as his laſt end, notas man doch now. 


2. As God willed rothing. but 


} -pg0od, fo did «Adam will nothing bur 


good; for Gods Will was his. 
4. In bi life, Gods Image did ap- 
pear thns: thar even as God , If he 
had aſſuined mans Nature ,;. ould 
have lived outwardly : So dig ; 
for God would have lived A 
to his Own will 5 Law-apÞ 


"did Adam , eAdams body 
| Eanthorn , through which holideſs 
| like a Lamp burning in his heart 
Þ. ſhined ; . this was Gods Image ; by 


ch (as it is ſaid inthe 
deſcription) ' he pleaſech -God ; fimi- 
litude being the Sround of love, & 


_ bence Ged gl moſt dearly love om, 
4.-and highly Whour him to be Lord 
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4 over all Creatures; hence no evil 
4 could hurc him , here was no for- 


row, no ſickneſs, no tears, no fears, 
no death, no Hell, nor ever ſhould 
have been , if there he had ſtood... 

Obje#. How was this eſtate ours? 


:Anſw, As Chriſts righteonſneſs is a 
Believers by impuration , though he 
E never 


- 
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vey itt 


that Waghis Guardian,zthat ſhould havd 
kept it- for. him , and: conveyed: it 


forcver undone if thou forgive nor ? Yell 


may. require perfect Obedience: cO all the £ 


never perform it- himſelf, So Adam 
rigarcouſnets. and Image was impuy 
ted-to usand' accounted onrs; for £ 
dam. received our Stock or Patrim( 
ny to keep it for us, and'ro cell 
wo us; Henee he proving 
Banqueruptz, we loſt it. But we had it 
in his hands, as-ai: Orphan may- have] 
| rare left him, though he nel] 
ve one penny of it from him? 


| 
| 


him. 


Uſe 1. Here fee the horrible nature 
of in, that plucks man down bythe: 
ears: from is Throne ,- from his Per 
feRion, thongh never fo great. eA-} 
-aam might have pleaded for himſelf, 
and have (aid , Although I have ftn- 
ned , yet-it is but one', and the firſs 
fault. Lord, ,behold,l am thy firſt-bornz; | 


Oh, pitymy-poor poſterity , whoare 


ſce,one fin weighs him down , andall % 
his poſterity (. as we ſhall bear ) 1nto”! 
excrnal[- rain.. 


Ufe 2, Hence learn, how j jaſtly God' 
Law: 


The Simere Convert. ' 29: 
Law of cvery man, andcuiic him it be 
"Fannort pertorm it; becauſe map was at: 
Mi made in ſuch a. glorious eſtate. 
Mherein he had power given him co- 
! leaſc God perfealy: | Gud-may rf.ere-- 

ore require this debt of perte&t abedl» 
ence. Now man is broke and 16 ptit- 
| fon: ln Hell wuſt be lic forever ,__ 1f he 
| cannot pay Juſtice every farthigg', bde- 


gyhich if. he had wcell improved, he: 
"Wight have payed: all. 
| Uſe ;.See what cauſe every man hath" 
to ;ament his miſerableeſtate he 1s now 
fallen into: for b:gyars Children to ve 
 Vagrants 8 poor, 15-not ſo lamentable . 
as. for great Princes Children to be- 
come ſnch. One never in favour with: 
the Prince, prieves not as he doth, thar 
| wasSonce in tayour:, but now caſt out, 
Man is now rejected of God, . that was: 
beloved of God; he is now a runagate- 
_upanddowntheearth, that was oncea. 
Prince, and Lord of ail the World... 
This iS one aggravation of the damned's. 
forrows; Oh, thehopes, the nicans,. 
the mercies , that once I had ! Can. 
theſe,, do theſe lament for-the loſs of: 


theix- 


' Cauſe God. truſted him with a*ſtock,. 
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Perfectly righteous in him, then thou: ? 


be damned, then thou mayelt, elſe not, -- 3 
proveth three} 
- axis of people. , 


|... 30 The Sincere Convert, : 
their bare hopes and common merctes?g 
Lord, what hearts then have men thatF 


cannot, danot, that will not lamenty 
th: loſs of ſuch ſpecial big favours &oWN 


20nc, which once they had! It is ſaid, 
that thoſe that faw the glory of the firlk,; 


Temple, wept when they ſaw the glo- 5 


ry of the ſecond, and how'inferiour 1t; 3 
was to the firſt. You that either haves 
the Temple of God begun to be repair- 
ed in you, or not begun atall; Oh,.z 
think of the Temple burnt, the glory 
of God now vaniſhed and loſt. NJ 
Uſe 4, This ſpeaks comtort to all- * 
Gods people:if all Adams poſterity were” 


that art of the blocGd Royal , and in. } 
Chriſt,. arr perfeRly righteous in him;.. / 
mach more ig as much as the righteouſ- # 
neſs of the ſecond Adam exceeds the: 5 
firſt, ſo art thou moce happy ,. more' 4 


holy in the ſecond «Adam than ever he' 


ficſt in himſelt was: he might loſe all. * 
his rigiteoulneſs, but the ſecond Adam: -} 
cannot, hath not: (o that if Chriſt may ' 7 


U/e 5, This likewiſe re 
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The Sincere Convert. 31 
' I. Suchus arcaſham- 
ed of holineſs: Lord whart A toreefold 
tumes are we fallen into 
now. The Image of God, which was 
once mens volory, 15 noW their ſhame; 
and fn, which 1s mens ſhame, 15 now 
their glory. The world hath raiſed vp 
many faiſc reports of holy courſes, cal- 
ling ut folly and preciſznels, pride, hy- 
. Pocrite ; and that whatſoever ſhews 
men may make, they arc as bad asthe' 
worſt, if their ſins were writ in their 
fore-heads. Hence it cometh to paſs, 
that many a man, who 1s almoſt per- 
{ſwaded tobe a new man, and to turn o- 
ver anewleaf, dares not , will not for 
ſhame of the World enter upon religi- 
ous courſes, What will chey think of 
me ti.en ( ſaith he) men are aſhamed 
to refule to-drink healths; and tice 
mainraiu them-lawfnl. Our gallauts 
are alhamed to ſtay a mile behind the 
\ faſhion ; hence they will defend open 
and vaked breaſts, and ſtrange apparel 
astiings comely: O time-ſervers ! that 
have fome conſcience to deſire to be ho- 
neſt and tobe reputed ſo, yer conform 
themlelyes to ail companies ; if oy 


reprehen[1on, | 
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Ny R-11gionis a ſhame. i'I wonder wit ? 


of ploryar the laſt day , who art aſha- 


of 111 men, Angels and Devils then} 


neſ”., which is more than to be aſham-' 
ed of it, | of 


themſelves with a certain meaſure of! 
holineſs. Perfe& holineſs was , Adam? 


ſha!l alittle holineſs content rhee? 


hear others ſwear, they are aſhamed to 
-reprove them ; they are aſhamed to cn» 
rer che liſts of holy diſcourſe Mn -bag: 


Company, and they will pretend diſcres 
tion, and we mult not. caſt pearls bey 


fore ſwine:; but rhe botrom of rhe by-i 
fineſs is, they are aſhamed to be holy. 
© fearful! Is 1: aſhamero be like Godrh 
-O fi:1tul; wrenches! Ir 1s a-credic to be 
any thing bur Religious, .and with mas. 


Wiat face thou dareſt pray , or with 
what look thou wilt bchold the Lord 


med of him now , thatwill be admire 


Doſt hou look for wages from Chriſt 
thar art aſhamed to own Chriſt, or ta; 
wear his itvery, [4 

2, |t reproves them 'that hate holi-: 


- by 
F; 


J 


3. Ir reproves them that content} 


Image, whereby he pleaſed God, and} 


Now there are chele three i 


orts % 


1. The Formaliſt, Men that content 


who contents him- -themſelves with 


ſelf with ſome hok- acertain meaſure 
neſs, as much as will of holineſs.and go 
credit. hin. ao further. 
'  The:form and name ot Keligion 1s 
' .þonu2s >, honour ffometimes 3; bur the 


| burden; hence men take up the fiſts 
and (hakc-off the ſecond, And indeed 
the greare(t part take up this<courle of 
life, if they have no goodneſs, they 
ſhould be the ſhame, -{corn, aud rable- 
alk of the times ; therefore evety man 
w2:ll tor his honours ſake , have his 
frame. Now this form is according to 
the mould wherein heis caſt; It his ac- 
-quainrance be bur civil, he will belike 
them; 1fthey be moreexaR, as to pray, 
mead, confer, hewill not Ttay one inch 


companions , to bear the Bell before 


whacever it colt him ; bur yer he never 
will be fo exact in his-courſes as to be 
Y tated forit,, unleſs he perceives the ha- 
tred he contraQts from ſome men{i all 
J #c rccompenſed with the more love and 
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' power and practice of it , is onus, a 


behind them: 1f ro be better than his 


tl em will credit im , he will be 
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1; © . credit by other men. He diſguiſethy 
: himſelf according to the places, or com-Y: 
pany he comes into, King Joaſh was.aÞ$+ 
good man ſo long as Fehozads the Pricfh 
lived. If a little Religion will ſerverg! 
- credit. men, that ſhall ſerve for thatY' 
time; if more in another place, you! 
ſhall then have themcommending goodj 
men., , good Sermons ,. good Books; 
and drop forth rwo or ghree good Sens: 
tences-; what will they thiok of hi 
then? They cover themſelves over with? 
theſe Fig- leaves of common honeſty tal 
- cover their nakedneſs: They: bair all 
their -courſes over with honeſty, rhati 
they. may catch for the fleſh only foff 
crc dits | | 7: | 4 
_  Qne may trap theſe people thus; Fol# 
low them jnthetr private houſes, there 
1s worlalineſs, os, looſeneſs ; avd tallff 
their private Chambers,there they ordi# 
nartly neg'/c and ſhutfile over duries to? 
their private yaip thaughts: In this Ty-; 
ring houſe you ſhall then fee theſe Stages; 
players , their ſhop- windows are ſhut; 
here no honeſty is ro be {een ſcarce , bes; 
8'' cauſe cheir gain , their reſpect comes: 
1 .- >:->. otinatthis door, where none bool 
= 3-5 ” _ them.: 


= 
3 


.. 
+ 


WP. - 
b 
. » 


them. Let either Miniſter, or any faith- 
full fricnd ſearch, try , diſcover , ac- 
cuſe and condemn theſe men, As rotten 
( though gilded) poſts , as unſound 
hollow-hearced wretches , thell hearts 


Snakes , and bark like Dogs againſt 
" them that thus cenſure them , becauſe 
they rob them of their God they ſerved, 
their gain 1s gone. 

2. Theouilty ſelf- condemned ſinner, that 
goes further chan the Formaliit , and 
contents himſelf with ſo much -ho- 
lineſs as will quit him , and hence all 
the Heathen have had ſome Religion, 
becauſe they had ſome Conſcience to 
trouble them, 

if he hath lived in foul ſins, andgþegins 
to be wrackrc and troubled for them, he 
will then confeſs & forſake thoſe roar- 


ing fins; but how? as a Dog doth his. 


meat , not becauſe he hates his carrion, 
| but becauſe he fears the Cudgel; he per- 


forms holy duties , not becanſe he will 


uſe them , but becauſe he 'muſt vſc 
them, ti5ere is no quiet elſe. If Ton- 
$ '1{cience be ſtill, he omits duries ; If 
yg Conſcience cry and ftir, he falls v6 du- 


C ties 


T he -Sincere Convert, TM 


will ſmell like Toads, and Kiſs like : 


om. 2. 1, This man, 
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nies; and ſo hath his good mood,as Con- Þ 
cence hath his fits : They boaſt and 
.crow over hypocrites becauſe the holi- 
.neſ5 they have is not abare ſhew ; No, { 
'but itis roſtop thy Conſcience, and on-. 
In 1y to quiet their Clamouts of that | 
Hh;  -thou doſt bribe , and ſo quiet ( the. 
};. - Bailiff )' thy Conſcience , by thy pray-. 
ll. -ing, hearing and ſorrowing; but Gad thy 
i188 Judge hath heavy things to lay ro thy 


ij _ .charge, betorewhom thou ſhalt ſhortly 
F wirh dread appear. ; ; 

if 3. The pinching devote hypocrite , that 
 , being purſued with the fear of Hell , 

; * .goes further ,, and labours for juſt ſo þ 
'; much holineſs as will ſave him only, |. 


1}: andcarrty him to Heaven at laſt, Hence | 
1 the yqung man 1n the Goſpel came with x 
\ 1 thar great queſtion to Chriſt , which | 
Wi .manyunſound hearers come with toMi-; þ 
niſters now , what he ſhould do to inherit þ 
eternal life, Theſe people ſet up ſuch Þ 
Amanintheir thoughts to be a very ho- Þ 
neſt man, and one doubtleſs that ſhall ? 
be faved, and-hence they will take him * 
to be their Copy and Sampler,and la- * 
bourto do as hedath, and to live juſt 5 
ashe lives, and ro hold opinions as he | 


holds, 


en 


leaſt meaſure of grace , and-the leaſt grain 


%.  —_— wTF.c. a 
. 
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holds , and ſo hopero be ſaved. They 
will aſk very inquiſitively, what 25 the 


of faith; and the beſt Sermons are riot 
ſuch as humble thena moſt, bur ſach as 
fatter them beſt ; Wherein they may 
hear how well good defices are accepted | 
of by God , which if they hear to be of 
that virtue to ſave them , God (ſhall be 
ſerved only with good deſires, andthe 
Devil ixdeed all rheir life rime. ; 

Thas they pinch God; they labour 


not after ſo much holineſs as will ho- 


nour Chriſt, bur after jult ſo much ag 
will beer their charges to heaven and 
fave themſelves. For this is one of the 
greateſt differences betwizt a Child of 
God, and an FEypocrite ; In their obedi- 
ence > the one takes up duties our of 
love to Chriſt, ro have him, and hence 


he mourns daily , becauſe Chriſt is no 


greater gainer by him; the other our of 
loveto himſelf, meerly to ſavehis own 
{foul ; & hence he mourns tor his fins, 


becauſe they may dama him. Remem- 
| ber that place therefore; 1 Cor. 15.ult, 


Uſe 6. Laftly , Labour to get thisI- 
mage of God renewed again, Honelt 
C 2 amen 
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' men will [labour to pay thair debts; this F 


> peac. 


1s Gods debt, How do men labour to 
be in the faſhion ; better ro be ont of 


the World, than out of the faſhion, 
' Tobelike God is heavens faſhion, An- 
gels fathion , and it will be in faſhion | 
one day , when the Lord Feſus [hall ap- | 
Then 1f chou haſt che ſuper- | 
ſcription and Image of the Devil, aud 


not the Image of God upon thee , God 


and Chiiſt will never own thee at thar- 
day. Labour therefore to bave Gods 
Image reſtored again, and Satans waſte | 
out ; ſeek not,as many do, to purchaſe 
 {ſuchand (ſuch a prace firſt: bur, 


1. Labour to mortifie 
& (\abdue that fin which How to pam 
is oppoſit in thine heart the Image of 
to that grace. Firſt, put God. 
off the old man, and then 
put onthe nex. , Eph. 4, | 

2. Labour for a melting tender heart, 


for the leaſt fin. Gold 1s thea only fir 


to receive the impieflion , when it is 
tender and is melted; when thine heart 


is heared therefore at a Sermon, cry | 
out, Lord now ſtrike,now imprint thine } 


Image upoa me, | 


;, La- 
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3. Labour to ſee the Lord Jeſus in 
his glory, Rom. 6. 7, For as wicked. 
men, looking upon the evil example of 
great ones in the World, that will bear 
them out, grow like them in viltany ; 
ſo the very beholdipg the glorious 
grace in Chriſt , this great Lord of glo- 
ry transformeth men into his Image. 
2 Cor. 3. 17, 18. Asthe Glaſs ſet full 
apainſt the Sun, receives not only the 
beams, as all other dark bodics do, bur 
the Image of the Sun;. ſo the underſtan- 
ding wich open face bcholding Chri/t, 
is rurned intothe Image and |ikeneſs of 
Chriſt, Men now adays look only to 
the beſt mens hives, to ſee how they 
walk, and reſt here. O look higher, to 
this bleſſed face of God in Chriſt, as 
thine own. As the application of the 


"Seal to the Wax impriurs the Image, lo 


to view the grace of Chriſt, asall thine, 
imprints the ſame Image ſtrongly on 
the ſoul. 1 come now to the third prin- 
cipal head, inorder, which 1 ſhall in- 
6ſt upon', out of Rom. 3, 23.. eAll 
have ſinned ,. and are deprived of the glory. 
of God, Wheace obſerve, 


©} 
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CHAP. 11; 


_ FF" Hat all mankind is fallen by fin,. 
: trom. that glorious eſiate he was 
Nut iny. into a moſt woful and mi- ' 
ſerable condition. The Devil abuſing the 
Serpent,and man abuſing his own tree- | 
will, overthrew . Adam, and in him | 
all 1s poſterity. by fin, Gen. 3.1, ty 
Fs QC,. i 
Now mans: miſery appears- in theſe: 
two things ” 
1. His miſery-in regard of fin... 
2. His miſery in regard of the conſe- | 
quents of ſin. | 


Mans miſery 1, His miſery inre-.. | 
png: ay gardof fin, appears in 
© - of Mm theſe particulars: | 
1, Every man living is born guilty. 
of e Adams lin. Now the juſtice ande-. |. 
quity of God in laying this fin to every 
maus charge, though none of « Adams- 
' Poſterity perſonally committed it, ap- 
pears thus: | 
_ - Firit, If Adam: ſtanding, all man-_ 
- kind had ſtood ; then it is equal thar be. 
felling, all his poitency thould-fall. All: 
beds | Our: 


4 . Pain _ 


_ Stan EE = 
. l # , 


Dn... 
- 


ſafe,its fit we {hould be partakers of his- 
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our eſtates were-ventured 1n thisſhip : © * 
therefore, if we ſhould have been par- 
takers of his gains , it he had continued. 


loſs roo. 

2. But ſecondly, We were all in eA4- 
day, as 4 Whole County in a Parlia- 
ment-man , the whole County doth: 


 whathedoth ; And although we made 


no particular choice of « Adams to [tand- 
for us , yet the Lord made it for us,who- 
being goodnels it ſelf, bare more good- 
will to man , than he can or coutd bear- 
to himſelf; and being wiſdom it ſelf, 
made-the wiſeſt choice, and took the 
wileſt courſe for the good of man : For 
this made moſt for mens fatery & quiet; 
for if he had ſtood, all fer of loſing. . 


our happy eſtate had vaniſh'd, whereas. - | 
-1f every man had be& lefr ro ſtand'oc 


fall for himſelf, a man would ever have 
been in fear of falling. 

And again, this was the ſure way to 
bave . ail mens eſtates preſerved ;_ 
for having the charge of the eſtates of 


all men , that ever ſhould be in the 
| World , he was the more preſſed to: 


look-the more about him 'Y and {o ro be”. 
C 4. MOro- | 


"4 
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more watchful ,. thar he be not robbed; 


and ſo undo and precure:the curſes of 


{o many thouſands agaivſt him, eA- 
. aam was the head of mankiud, andall 
mankind naturally are members of that 


head; and if the head invent and plot 
treaſon, and the head praQiſe treafun 
againſt the King or ſtate,the whole bo- 


dy 1s found guilty, and the whole body = 
| muſt needs ſuffer. Adam was che poy= 


ioned root and ciſtern of all mankind; 
now the branches and ſtreams beiug in 
{keroor & ſpring originally, they there- 
tore are tainted: with the ſame poy (o- 
a0us Principles. Iftheſe things (ati(- 
fenor, God hath a-day coming,where- 
in he will reveal his own righteous pro- 
ceedings before men and Angels, Rom. 
$46 

U/e 2. Oh, that men would conhfider 
this fin, and that the conhderation of 
It could humble peoples hearrs. If any 
mourn for ſin, it is for the moſt part 
for other foul and actual ſins, few for 
this fin chat fitſt made the breach,and 
began the controverſie betwixt God 
and man, Next unto the fin againſt the 
hely Ghoſt, and. contempr of the mw—_ 
Oe Pets, 


I— 
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pel, thisis the greateſt ſin thar cryeth. 


lowdeſt in Gods cars for vengeance day: 
and night againſta world 


of men, For vow mens The horrible 
fins are againſt Gcd in mature of the” 


their baſe and low eſtate; firſt 2. 
bur rhis ſin was commit- : 
ted againſt Fehovah ,. when man was at 


the rop of his preierment. Rebellion 


of a Traitor on-a dunghil , is'notſo 


g-eat as of a Favorite in the Court: 


L.ctle {ins againſt I:ght are made hor- 


rible : no fin by any. man committed 


was ever agaiiſt fo much hght as cA- 
dam had. This fin was the firſt that e- 
yer difpleaſed God.. Drunkenneis 
d:priyes God of the glory of /o- 
briety , whoring of chaſtity ; bur this 
ſia darkens the very Sun , defaces all che 
Image of God, the glory of Man, and 


the olory of God in man;:- this is the 


firſt fin that ever did thee a- miſchief, 
This (10, like a great Captain , hath ga- 


tiered rogether all thoſe Troops and 


ſwarms of fins that now take hold vpon 


thee. Thank this fin for an hard heart, - 
thou ſo much complaineſt of : thank: 
this ſin for that helliſh darkneſs that: 

C5 overs-- | 


x 
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overſpreads thee. This hath raifed $a... | 

tan , Death , Judgment , Hell ang- 
Heaven againſt : wow ERR | 

a. O confider thoſe fear. N' 

FA fs Be. ful {ins that are packt: | 

'* up 1n this one evil. {| 

1. Fearful eApoſtacy from God, like- ' 

a_ Devil. YL 

2. Horrible Rebellion againſt God,in . 

Joyning ſides with the Devil, and a-. : 

| King Gods greateſt enemies part agaiaſt- 4 


l God. 5 | | 

[!þ - 3.  Woful unbelief, in ſuſpeRing Gods. 
ib | threats to be true. i 7 
| 4+, Fearful blaſphemy, inconceiving- -. 
| . ; _. -* 
| the Devil, ( God's enemy, and Mang. 
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murderer.) to be more truce in his :tem- - 
ptations, than God in his threatning,, 


? 

1 
| 
lt | 
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f 
| 5 (« Horrible Fahck in thinking: to. -* 
'Wf make-this ſin of. eating the- forbidden. 
| fruit to bea ſtep and a ſtair to riſe high- þ 
| | | er: .and to be. like God himſelf, ! 
12 | 6. Fearful contempt of God., making * 
} bold to 'ruſh: upon the ſword of: the . 

il threatning ſecretly.., not. fearipg:the- | 

plague denounced. 
ang: . 


Was none of his ow, 
9. Horrible ldolatry, in doting upon 


and loving the Creature more than God+ 
the Creator, who 1s bleſſed for ever. 

You therefore that now ſay, vo man” 
can ſay black is your eye , you have” 


lived crvilly all your dayes, look upon 


this one grievous fin, take a tnll view* 
of it, which thou haſt never {hed one. 
tcar foras yet, and ſee thy miſery by- 
ir-, and wonder at Gods patience. He-'. 


hath ſpared thee who waſt born brand- 


edwith it, and haſt lived guilty of it, - 


and muſt periſh forever for it ; -if the 
Lord from heaven pitty thee not, 


But here 1s not all, Secondly; dead - 


conſider (econtily, eve 
Iy man 1s born (ſtark 
dead 10 fin, Epheſ. 2.1 . .he1s born emp=- 


ww ſin, 


ty of every inward principleof life, void © 
of allpraces , and hath no more good Þ| 
in him ( whatſoever he thinks, ) than-- 
a derd Carrion hath; And hence it ig* 
under the power of fin, as adead mani 
1s ander the power of death, and cans 
not performany act of life; their bodies's 
are 


2nd yet e muſt oe fi::or1: g C; ar two, 
$. Hornblc theft intakingilar winch 
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arc [tvivg coffins to carry a dead ſoul up+ :: 
and dowu in, eg 
__'Tisrrue(l confeſs} ma- Rp” 

Beft aFions of ny wicked men do many  * 
the wicked, good adtions, as praying, 
how ſinful. hearing , alms-deeds; but ; 
| iris nor from any inward « 
principle of life. External monyes,Ike | 
plummets on adead (yerartificial) clock, _ * 
| ferthem a running, Feb was zeai ous, 4 


but it was only for a Kingdom : The 
Phariſees gave alms only to be ſeen of 
men. . If one write a. Will with a dead 7 
mans hand deceaſed, that Will can hold ; 
noLaw, it was not his W1ll., becauſe | 
it was not writ by-him, by any invvard _ - 
principle of life of his own. Pride makes 
a ran preach', pride makes a man : 
bear and pray ſometimes. Selt-love ſtirs 
up ſtravge defies in men, ſo that we 
may ſay, this. is noneof Gods Ad by 
his grace in the ſou] , but pride and 
ſelf-love: bring-a dead man to the fire, 
and chafe him, and rub him, you may 
produceſome heat by his external wor- 
king upon him ; bur take him from tte ' 
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fire apain, and heis ſooncold: ſo ma- *) 
Ry 2 manthat. lives under a ſound Mi- : 
Lg niſter, 


-—_ 
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niſter, nnder the laſhes and knocks of: 
a chiding,, ſt 1ving Conſcience, he hath 
* ſomeheatinhim,ſome affe@tions, ſome 
*.. fears, ſomedefires, ſome ſorrows ftir- 
| red; yettake in from the- Miniſter, and 
3 this chafing Conſci-nce , and he' grows- 
$ cold again yre({eurly , becauſe he wants 
FS anjinvard principle of life. __ 
je2 Which point mighr make us:o 
take up a bitter lamevrarion for every 
nacural man: [ts ſaid, Exod.12:30. rlat 
there wis a great cryin Feypt, for there: 
: was hot an houſe wherein there 'was 
; nor one found dead : Oh Lord, in ſome 
Towns and Families what a World of 
h theſe are there! Dead husband , dead 
yp wife, dead ſervants , dead children, 
walking up and down with their fins, 
(as Fame ſaith ſome mea do after death) 
with their grave cloaths about them, 
and God only knows whether ever they 
fha)l live again or not, How do men 
lament the loſs of their dead friends ! 
O thou haſt a precious foul in thy 
 boſlome ftark dead, therefore la- 
nent thine. eſtate, and conſider it fe- 
yoully, 
1rſt, A dead man cannot ſtir,noroffer 
| ro 1 
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while he lives, word, or do any good” 


Es, nor good thoughts;as an holy man-: £ 


evil things 1s good, not evil; fo e- -: 
contra. 
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How every Na- to ſtir. A wicked man: , 
tural man is dead cannot ſpeak oue good 


action , if heaven ur (elf didIy at ſtake © - 
for doing.of it, nor offer to ſhake off 7 


his fins , nor thivk. one good thought :-: ; 


Indeed he may ſpeak and think of good: 


things, but he cannot haye good ſpeech» &/ 
may think ot evil things , asof the fins: I 
of the times, yer the thought of thoſe.” PF 

1 


Secondly, A dead man fears no dan- * 
eers, though never ſo great , though _ 
never ſo near, .. Ler Miniſters bring a 
natural man tidings of the approach of : = 
the devouring plagues of God-dcnoun- 
ced , he fears them not. 

Thirdly, A dead man cannot be 
drawn to acceptof the beſt offers, . Let © :; 
Chriſt come out of Heaven,& fall abour 
the neck of a natural man , and-with * 
tears in his eyes beſecch him-to take his - 
blood himſeit, his Kingdom , and”: . 
leave his fins > he cannot receive this: - 


ofter, | Ks 
 Foutthly , Adrad manis ſtark blind, 
2 Mat.” 


The: Sincere: Convert; 49. 
Þ Mat. 13..37 38: arid can ſce nothing, - 
ff and ſtark. deaf and hears nothivg, he 
{ Cannot raſte any thing; ſo asa natural 
; man is ſtark blind, he ſees no God, no- 
z Chciſt,. no wrath of the Almighty ,. no. 
} _ elory of Heaven : He hears the voice of: 
' a man). but he hears not the voice of 
God in aSermon ; . he ſayoureth not the 
things of Gods Spirit. 
F- Fifthly, Adead manis ſenſeleſs, and 
T \. feels notbing : ſo caſt mountains of fin. 
. 


upon a wicked man, he feels no hut, 
unril che flames of hell break our upon : 
him. Ev. 
Sixthly, A dead manisa ſpeechleſs 
man, hecannot ſpeak unleſs 1t be like a-: * 
: _ Parcor. . | | 
$4 _ Seventhly , He is a breathleſs man; : | 
6 A natural man may ſay a Praycr,or de- : 
viſeaPrayer out of his memory & wit,or: ' 
he may have a few ſhort-winded wiſh- 
es; but.:o pour out his. ſoul in prayer, 
"in the boſom of God,” with groans un-- | 
_ utterable, he cangor;. I wonder nor to - 
ſee ſo many Families withour family = 
prayer: : Why? They are dead men,and 


—_— Os 


_ ©  Iyero:ting1n their {ins-- | | 
 _ Eigithlyz..A dead-man hathloft all. 
= beauty $ 
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beauty: Soa meer natural man ha:hloft 


ſigh: .f God, good men and Angels, 


and ſhall oneday be an abhorring toall 


fle;h. 


Ninthly , A dead man hath his- 


worms gnawing him. So vatural men 


have the worm of conſcience breedirg; 


now , Which will be gnawirg chem 
ſhortly. 

Laftly, Dead men want nothing bur 
caſting into the grave. So there wants 
nothivg but caſting into hel] fora naru- 
ral man. So that as e Abraham loved 
Sarah well while living , yet when ſhe 
was dead , he ſeeks for 2 burying place 


- for her, to caity her our oFhis ſghr: fo 


God may let ſome fearful judgment 


looſe, and ſay ro it , take this dead 


ſoul our of my fight, &c. It was a won- 
der thar I azarus, though lying bur four 


days-in the grave, ſhould live gue . 
fs 


.  O wonder thou, that ever God 


let thee live}, thar h.ſi been rotrivg'in 
thy fin rwenty , thirty , perhaps fixcy 
years together. ; 

III. Every natural man 


Fulrieſs of [ins and- woman 1s born _ ; 
| of- 


allg!ory: he is an ugly creature inthe 


ould 


” 
ES Rd OT. * 


f his ikincan hold ; Mind, Will, Eyes, 


_ every piece of his Soul is full of fin: the 


The Sincere Convert. Ft 


of all fin, Rom. 1. 26. as full as 2 


Toad is full of Poyſon, as full as ever 


Mouth , every limb of his Body, and 


hearts are bundles of fin: hence Solomon 
faith , fooliſhneſs is bound up inthe heart 
of a child; whoſe treaſures of fin , An 
evil man ( faith Chriſt ): out of the evil 
treaſure of his heart , br ingeth- forth evil 
things ; nay raging ſeas of ſin, 1ſa. 20. 
nay, worlds ot fin. Fam. 3. 6, The 
tongue is a world of miſchief : what is the 


$ heart then? for out of the abundance 


of the heart th= tongue ſpeaketh : ſo 
that look about thee and ſee, whatever 
ſin is broached and runsoutof any mans 
heart into his iife chrongh the whole 
World, all:hoſcfingare in thine heart, 
thy mind is a neſt of all theſe foul op:- 
nions, hereſies, that ever were vented by 
any man; thy heart is a ſtinking fink- 
hole of all Atheiſm , Sodomy , Blaſ- 
phemy , Murther, Whoredom , A- 
dultery, Witch-craft , Buggery ; lo. 
that iÞ thou haſt any goud thing in thee, 
it 1s but asa drop of Roſe-water in a 
bowl of poyſon, where fallen, iris all 
corrupted, It. 
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things ſtirring ip thee-at one time, no 


more than Hazxael thought he was or: | 
{ſhould be ſuch a blood-ſucker , when: 

he afked the Prophet Eliſhah if he were 
a Dog ; but they are like a neſt of; 
Snakes 1n an old hedge. Although they- 


breaE uot our into thy liſe, they ly lur- 


tapthine heart, or becanſe of Gods re- 


{training grace, by Fear-and Shame, 
Education, good Company; thou att re- 


ſtraining and building up: and therefore 


when one came to comfort thar famous 

picture , pattern and monument of- - 
Gods Juſtice , Francis Spira, by ſeven 
years horrour and grievous diſtreſs of ; 


Conſcience : when one told him hene- 


yer had committed ſuch fins as Manaſſes,.. 
_ and therefore he. was-not the greateſt' 
| ſinner fince the Creation, as he con- - 


ceived: ; he replyed , that he ſhould 
-have been worſe than' ever Manaſſes 


. was; if he had lived in histime, and 


been on his throne, | 
_ Maſter 


by 
[' 
% k 
bd 
.* 
. 


It 1s true, thou feelcſt not all theſe- 


. K 


F. 
| 
king in thy beart , they are there as a- | 
Alihy puddle in a Barrel, which runs not* |}. 
our. becauſe thou happily. wantefſt the - | 
temptation or occaſion to broach and 4 
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Maſter Bradford would never look u- 
pon any ones lewd life with one eye, 
but he would: preſently return within- 
his own breaſt with the other eye, and 
fay , Inthis my vileheart remains that ſin, 
which without Gods ſpecial grace T ſhould 
kave committed as well as he: O me- 
thinks this might pull down mens proud: 
conceus of themſelves , eſpecially ſuck 
as bear up and comfort themſelves in 
their ſmooth, honeſt, evillife; ſuch 
as through education have been waſhed: 
irom all foul ſins ,, they were never 
tainted 'with whoredom , ſwearing; » 
drunkenneſs , or: prephaneneſs ; and- 


. here they think themſelyes ſo ſafe, that: 


God cannot find in his heart to have ai 
thought of damning them.. | 
Oh conſider this poinr,. which may: 
make thee pull thine hair from: thine- 
he:d , and turn thy. cloaths to: ſack- 
cl>ath, and run up and down with a-- 
mazement and paleneſs- of: thy face ;. 


"and: horrour. in thy. Conſcience ,. and: 


tears in thine eyes: Whar though thy: 
life be ſmooth 9 what Tough thy onte: 


| fide ,, thy: fepulchre be painted: ;. Oh, 


thou art full rottemneſsof. fin wihin,. 
_ Guilty 
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Guilt y,not before men,as che ſins of thy 
life make thee, but before God, ofall 
the fins that ſwarm and roar in the 
whole world at this day; for God 
looks to the heart ; *guilty thou art 
therefore of heart-whoredom , heart- 
lodomy , heart-blaſphemy , heart- 


drunkenneſs, heart-buggery z heart- 


oppreſſion , heart- idolatry ;. and theſe 
are the fins that terribly provoke the 
wrath of Almighty God againſt thee; 
Ia. 56. 17, for the iniquities of his cove- 
touſneſs ( (aith our Trauſſation ) 7 ſmote 
him , but the Hebrew renders 1t better, 
for the iniquity of his dr: ora ( whichis 
the ſin of the heart and nature ) 1 ſmote 
him. As a King is angry,and mulſters 
up his Army againſt Rebels, not only 
which brings his Souldiers out tof:ght, 
but who keeps Souldiers in their Tren- 
ches ready. for to fight, Theſe fins of 
thine heart are already armed to fight. 
againſt God at che Watch-word of ala- 


rumof any temptation. Nay). I dare. 
affirm, and will prove it , that theſe 


fins provoke God to anger , and are as 


bad, if not worſe than the fins of thy 
life Ng 


1.. The 


=, 
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1, Fhe ſin of thine 
heart or nature , is Sins of the heart 
the cauſe , the!womb worſe than ſins 
that contains, breeds, of the life. 
brings forth , ſucks 
all the bitter , all che troops of fas that 
arcinthe life, and therefore giving life 
and beeing to all other, it is the greateſt 
fin. | 

2. Sin is more abundantly in the 
heart than inthe life, An actual fin is 
bur a lictle breach made by the ſea of fn 
in thine heart, where ali fo, all poy- 
ſon is met and mingled rogether, Eve- 
ry actual (in is but a ſhred broken off 
from the great bottom of fin in the 
heart; and hence Chriſt faith, out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
th, and: out of the evil treaſure of the 
heart we bring forth evil things. A mans 


© | ſpcading money (1 mean ſan in the life} 


i nothing to his treaſure of fin in the 
Taft. | 

3. Sin is continually in the hearts 
AtQtual fins of the life fly our like 
ſp "ks 25d vaniſh, but this brand is on- 
ly g owing wichin; the Toad ſp'ts poy- 
BF ſfouſometiunes, but it retains and keeps 
£ | a 
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a poy{onful nature alwayes, Hence the 
Apoſtle calls it, ſiz thar dwells in me, 
that is, which alwayes lyes and remains 


in me. So that infregard of rhe fins of 


thy heart, thoudoſt-rend in piecesand 
break, 1, All the Laws of God. 2. 


Atoneclap. 3. Every momenc ofthy 
life. Oh.! methinks the thought of 


this might read an heart of Rock in 

pieces, to think I am always grieving 

'God , atall times , whatloeyer Ido. 
4. AQtnal fins are only in the life 


and outward porch , ſins of the heart 


are within the inward houſe. One e- 
nemy within the City, is worſe than 
many withour-: A Traitor on the 
Throne 1s worle than a Traitor in the 
open field. The heart isChrilts Throne, A 
 Fwive in the beft room is worſe: than in 
the outward houſe. More I might (ay, 
burthus-you ſee, ſins of the Life are not 
{ſo bad, nor proyoke Gods wrath ſo 
| fiercely againſt thee as the fins of thine 
heart : Mourn therefore not1{o rauch, 

that thou haſt not.þcen ſo bad as others 
are, burlook'upon thy black feet, look 
within rhine own heart ,, and lament 


CT 
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That in regard of che fins, there thou art . 
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as bad as apy ; mourn not ſo much 
Amcerly that thou haſt fnned, as rhat 
ÞKchou haſt a nature ſo finful, thar it is 


F:o be vaiu and deceirful, and loath, not 
"*Konly thy fins, bur thy ſelf for fin, be- 
Rivg brim full of unrighteouſneſs. But 
Where t5 ot all, conſider fourthly, 

'F 4. That whatever a 

- Snatural man doth-is ſin; Every afion is 
Kas theinſfideis tull, ſo fenful, as coming 
&the outſide 1s nothing from a natural 
elſe but ſin , ar leaſt man, 

Bin the ſight of an holy 
&God , chough not in ſight of Blind ſin- 


* 
# _ 
by 
- 


"ful men; Indeed he may do many things, 


which for the matter of them are good, 
Fas he may give cAlms, praysfaſt, come to 
. ÞChurch, Luk. 18. but as they come 
.#from him, they are fin; as a man may 
+ Fipeak good words, bur we cannot en- 
 Edure to hear him ſpeak, becauſe of his 
fitinking breath, which defiles them: 
Flome ations indeed from their genera! 
nature are 1rdifferent ; for all in- 
 Kdifferences ly in generals; but eyery 
_ . ſecliberate ation conſidered in individuo, 
- FWihall hiscurcumftances, astime, place, 

| -motivey 
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58 The Sincere Convert, 
motive , end , is cither morally good 
or morally evil , as may be proved ex 
fily ; morally good in good men , mg 
rally evil in unregenerare and bad me 
For ler us ſee particular ations of wick 


ed men, | 


1, All cheir thoughts are only evil 
and that eonrinvally, Gen. 6. 5. | 
2. All cheir words are fins, Pſal. 59 
16.Rom.3. their mouths are open fepal. 
chres, which {mell filthy when they 
opened. | 
3. All their civil ations are fin, a 
their cating, drinking, buying , ſe 
ling, ſleeping, and ploughing , . Proy 
Zl. 4s F 
4. All their relig:ous afions are fins 


I Fo $, 9, 23 29. Iſa. I3. Faſt: | 

and mourning, roat, and cry out 
thy ſelf till dooms-day, they ace fans 
Ha. 58. Ts 
5. All their moſt zealous ations ar 
ſins , as Fehx, who killed all Baa 
Prieſts , becauſe his ation was out 
wardly and marerially good, therefort 
G-+d rewacded him with remporal fa 
yours: but becauſe be had a Hawks ef 
, 0 
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E. ' ro ger and (ertie a Kingdom to himſelf 

by this means, -and ſo was Theologt- 

f? cally evil, therefore God threatons te 
© be reveriged upon him, -2 -Kyng. 10. 

<4, Their wiſdom is fin, 'Oa, men 
4. are often commeuded for theirwiſdom, 

” wit, and parts; yet thoſe wits, and 
© that wiſdom of theirsis in. Rom. $. 
0. The wijdom of the fleſh. is enmity againſt 

', God. = ee, © 

Thus, all they havevr do are fins: 

; 'For., how can he do'any good aftion 
> whoſeperſon is: filthy 2 A corrupt Tree 
K. cannot bring-forth good Fruit; -thou 

-' arroutof.Chriſt, therefore all thy good 


'Y things:, all thy kindnefſes done unto 
' the Lord and for the Lord, as thou-think- 


Ing, man ſeck to give all the content to her 
6 huſband, that may be, not'out of any. 
> love to him, but only out of love ta 
 K another man,, he abhors all that ſhe 
#. doth. Every wicked man wants ay4n- 
x wird principle of love to God and 
} Chrift; and therefore, though he ſeeks 
A to honour God never ſo much, ali char 
be doth, being done out of love to 
& bi mſclf-, -God abhors all that he 'per- 
& TT forms 
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Felf-credit., or (elf-eaſe, or ſelt-con- | 
__temtment, or ſelf lateiy: He fireps, 
Prays;, hears, fp eaks , profetleti: for 
- himſelf alone kibiies., acting always 
For him(elf, be committerh the hi vheit } 
degree of 1dolarry , he plucks God out 
of ig Thrane , and makes khumicif « | 


from God, Now every anattiial man; 


he [11-187 doing them. 


forms, All the good things a wicked. 
man doth , are for bimleit, either for 1 


God, becauſe he makes himſelf his laſk |þ 
end inevery Action: fora man puts him- Þ 
{et 1n the room ofGod as wel by mak; ne þ 
him ſelf bes finis ultirus ; as 1the ſhould F 
make himſelt primum principium, Mar. | 


20. 13, Sinisatuiiki: gor departing Þ 


remaining always in a ſtare of {: para- B 
tion from God , becauſe he always | 
wants the boud. of union which is kaith,";þ 
is always fiuning , Deut, 28. Gods ; 
curſelyzs upon him, rhecefore be briags:; 
out nothing bur briers and tkoros. 5 
Objeff But thou wilt ſay, 1f ou; 
proyig aud hearing be fin, why ! oui#? 
we do h«ſe duties ? ; wemuſt no: ſip. 's 
e An! ».,1. Good' 
them i: t-lves 'Y al-' 
duties are good in; 
though? 


Thy good duties muſt 
the performed, though 


The Sincere Convert, GT 
thooug'1 coming from thy vile ou: 
they are (11s. ; 

> lcis leſs fin to do them, thanta 
omi: them; therefore it thon wilt go. 
to hel, gointhe faireſt " thou cauft 
In chicher, 

3. Venture and ity » it may- be God 
may hear , nv: for thy prayers ſake, 
bu: for his names ſake. The unjuſt 
Fudze heipt the poor widow, notbecauſe 
h: loved her or her ſuir, but becauſe 
of imoortun! Ty; an] ſo be {ure rhou ſhale 
have noting if thon doft not (eek; what 
thoug1 thou beeſt a Dog , yer thou 
artalive, andart far the preſent under 
the Table. Carch not at Chriſt, (natch 
not at his bread , bur walt till God give 
thee him: it may be thou mayeſt have 
him. one day. Oh , Wonder then at 

Gods patience, that thou liveſt one day 
longer, who haſt all thy life mIMC, like 
2 filtay Toad, ſpit thy venome 1n the 
face of God ,-rhat he hath never bzen 
qu!*r tor thee : Oh, look 'upor thar 
black bill chat will obe d y be put ina- 
e411't thee at the great day of acconnt, 
where chou muſt anſwer with Rimes 
of fice about thine cars, not enly for 


D 2 thy 
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62 The Sincere Convert. \? 
thy drunkenueſs , .thy bloody oaths, F 
and whoring , bur for all the actions : | 
of thy ſhort Life ; and.juſt ſo many | 

7 actions, lo:many 11s. 5 Y - 

.Thowhift pajnred chy face over now | 
with good duties , and good defires.; 
and 3 little honeſty among ſome men, © 
.3$ of that worth and rarity, that they 
think God is beholding to them, if he þ 

. can.get any good aftion-from them. Bur | 
when thy painted face ſhall be brought Þ 
-before the fire of Gods. wrath., then Þ} 
thy vikeneſs{hall appear .before men aud” j 
Angels. Oh, know it, that as thou | 

 doſtnothingelſe bur fin, ſo God heaps | 
up wrath againſt the dreadful day of | 
wrath. 

| Thus much for mans miſery in re- | 

-oard of 4in, ny | 

Now followeth his miſery in-regard. 

-oftheconſequents or _miſeries that fol- 

low upon fin. And theſe are, 4 

I. Prejent. 

2. Future, | 4 

Firſt, Mans preſent mi- - 

Means pre- -feries., that already ly on 

{ent wijery, ;him tor-fin, are theſe (e- 

Y8n., thats, » 
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Firſt, God 15 his dreadful carmu, Pal, +0 


$-. . 


to be bis enemy? * 
 eAn'w.. 1, By their looks. 
their threats. 
God , 
1, Hides his face from every natusal : 
man , ane will uot look upou him; 1/8: 


C9; bo 


2. God threatens, nay- curſerh- © 


yery natural man, Gal, .3. 10. 
5. God gives them heavy bloody 
laſhes on their Souls and Bodics 
Never tcll :me therefore that God? 
blefleth thee.in thine outward «ſtare, no 
ceater ſign of Gods wrath, than for the 
ord to pive thee thy ſwing ; 2s a Fa- 
ther mever looksafter a deſperate Son;- 
bur lets him run'Wwhere he pleaſes. An} 
i& God be thine cuemy', then -cvery 


Creature is fo too, bo.kia Heaven and- | 


Earth. 
Secondly , God. hath forſaken them, 
and they have loſt God, Evbeſ, 2. 21. 
Its faid, that in the grievous famin. of 
' Samaria, Doves dung was {old a--a large 
price, becauſc they wanted bread; Ijac. 
D I; 
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64 The Sincere Convert, } 
F5. Oh,-men live and pine away with- 


out God; without bread, and there- | 
fore the dung of worldly cuntentmenrs. | 
are eltecmed fo much of, Thou batt 
loit the ight of God, andtie favovr.of -& 
. God ,and le ſpecial protection ot God. - 
and the government of God, Cains pu- þ| 


nifhmew lyes por thee m thy vacural  þ 


eſtate , thou art a Runagate trom the þ 
faceof God , and from his tace thouarc þ 


hid. Mauy have growu mad to” fee þ 
theirhoutes burn, &all their goods lot. .Þ 
Oh, bat Godthe greateſt yood is loſt: | 
This lots made Sar cty oo! diit:els. F 
of conſcience, 1 Sam, 2$. 15, The þ 
Philificus, make war again! it me, and K 
God is departed from me; the lols ot the | 
fweerucls of whole preſence for a Jittle: ] 


while oaly , made the Lord Jeſus him- F 


ſeit cry out, My God, my God.why Laſt 
thou forſaken F ? whereas thou haſÞ .. 


loſt God all thy life-ttme, Oh, hon. 
Haſt an bearr of braſs, that caoft wot | 


30urn for his abſence ſo long. The ' 
{cmned 10 hell have loſt God, avd know *' 
It, 2: {o the plague of deſperate hor= | 
rour lyet:. gan them ; thou I-s{t loſt: | 


| God here, but knowe !t It not, and MN 


. the- | 


The Sincere Convert. 65 
th: plague of ati har. h-arc lyeth up our 
thee; tiac thou ca:iſt not mourn tor 
this loſs. ” , 

T-1rdly, They are condemned meny 
condemaed 1h the Ceurt of Gods Juſtice,. 


* by the Law waoich cryes, Troaſon, trea- 


fon againit 'he mo't ug) God 1. and: 
coademned by Juſtice and Mercy by the 
Golpe', w-ic:cryes, Murcer, mut- 
de: 2pairtt i}; :zhof God, Fohn. 3-18: 
ſh. every natural manis damned in 
H-a:c1, and Jamzed on Earth. God 
is 7 aill-ſeeipg ccrrible Judge : Con- 
tc1-4ce 13thine accuſer, an; heavy. Wit- 
ne;s; as Ward is thy Jay], thy buſts 
3:C cuy Feriers ; In this Bib'e 15 pra- 
20unc- and weir thy doom , thy {en- 
teuce : Death is thy Hang-man.z -and 
tha: fires that ſhall never go our, tiiy 
rorment; T,eLorcd haihin his whnice: 
Patieace reprived thee for a time y Of 
take heed, and gera pardon before the. 
day of execu:ion come. ' 
Fourtily , Being condemned, take 
h:m jaylor, heis a bond ſlave to Satan, 
Epncl. 2. 3. for his ſervants ye ar 
whom ye ovey , faith Chrilt, Ads 28. 
2i, Now ereiy natural man doth the-. 
Deoviiss 
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66 The Sizcere. Convert: 


Devils. drudgery., and -carrics the. De- , 
vils pack., and howſoever hcidaith , He. 


detyerh the. Devil, yet he ſins, and fo 
doth his work. Satati hath overcome 
and conquered all men in eAdam, and 
therefore under his bondage and domi- 
non. And though he cannot.compel a 


man to ſin againſt his will; yet he hath 
a Power, ; 


Firſt, Te prefent and allure a_mans 
heart by a finfal temptation. 

Secondly, To follow him wathit, if 
at firſt he be ſomething-{hie of it. 

Thirdly, To diſquiet and wrack him 
it he will not yield, as might bc made 
tO appear in many inſtances. 


Fourthly , Beſides, he knows .mens 


humours, as poor wandripg beggerly 
Gentlemen do their Friends in neceſſity 
(yetin ſeeming courteſie) he vilits-& 


applyeshimſclf unto them, and ſa guns . F 
them- as his own. Oh + 


Mans fearful heis ip a feartul ſlavery 
flavery under whois under Sataus do- 
Satin. minion.,, whois » . 

1. A ſecret enemy to thee. : 


2. A deceitful enemy to thee . that 
' will: make a min iclieve ( as be did E- 


wah ' 
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vah, evcn in her integrity ) that he is. 
in-a fair way , yet moſt miſerable. 

3. He isa cruel enemy, orlord over 
them that be his ſlaves , 2iCor:' 4. 3» 
he -gag's them , ſo that-they-cannot 
(veal, as that man that hada dumb De- 
vil , neither ter God, nor to God in 
prayer; he ſtarves them, ſo-as no Ser- 
mou ſhall ever do-them good, he robs 
them inall they get in:Gods ordtuances, 
within three hours after the-market 
the Ser10n 15 ended. | 

4. Hr is a ſtrange enemy, Luke 11. 21s 
So that if all the Devils in hell are not 
ahle to keep men from coming out of 
tzeir figs, he will: fo ſRtrongan ene- 
my , that ke keeps: men from fo' much- 
as ighing or-groaning under their bur- 
dens and bondage, Luke 11.21, hen 
the ſtr ong-man keeps the palace:, his goods: 
are 1; peace. 

Fitrhly; Hets caft into utter darkneſs, 
2 Per; 3. 10.. as cruel Jaylors Put their 
prifoners'1nmtotheir worſt dungeon, ſo 
Satan doth natural men , 2 Cor: 4. 3, 
4-: They ſeeno God, no Chriſt,they ſee.” 
not the happineſs of the Saints in Iighr, 
they: ſee not theſe dreadful tormenry 
D: x4: that- 
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F i. 6% The Sincere Convert. * 
With that ſhould now in _thys day cf ;_race a- * 
waken them , and humble:he, On, þ 
| u thoſe by-paths whith [hrouſants wane þ; 
Fo it der from God in, tre? have 16 }: mp + 
Lit to tier feet to flew them where they” þ 
err, Thou that art in thy natural eſtate, 
art born-blind, and che [Devil hath biin- | 
| —, ded thine eyes more by lin, and God in. | 
 # Juſtice hath blinded ih+m worſe for fin,, ©; 
F| ſo rhat thou arrina corner of Hel], be- þ 
cauſe thou art in utter darkve!s, where | 

t. *{ thou. haſt not a glimpſe of any ſaying -[; 
bt truth, | : | "+ 
Pf fi Sixthly, Theyarebound handand foot- | 
y fo in this eſtate, and cannot come out, Rom, } 
i {; 44 6. 1 Cor, 2.14. for all.kind of: |, 
2 ;j; fins, like ciains,have bonnd every part-| 
| __and.facuics of man, ſo thar he 1s ſure-. 
{_ j from ftirring ? and theſe are veryſtrong-' 
FM in him, they being 45 deir ashis mem» 
bers, nay, his life . Tol 3. 7, ſo rhat- 
whena man begins ro forſake his vile-. 
courſes, and purpoſech to become a. 
vew-man., Devils ferch him back.,. 
Worid enticeth him, and locketh him- 
up, aud fleſhſairh, Ok 1: 15 00 {trickt- - 
| 
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'\ _2,courſe-,. ant then: farewel' mercy .; 
' ddys, and good fellowſhip. Oh, chou: , 
mayeglt: 
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The Sincere Convert, 6g? 
may eit will: ail arure © come our 
ſometime, but cavii voi pur ftreageh 
tot y dofite. nor engoretodol:. lou 
rey {t hang down ime had |ke a 
Dul ruſh for io. but they Criſt wor re- 
pent of {144 ih may: {t-picſime, bur. 
t]:ou cauſt nat believe : thou m.y*-t 
come half way,and forſske {ons {1s , 
not al{ fins; tl on maycſt came and 
knock a H. avens 9.te, as the foo] jh- 
Virgins di! - bur: ©. 6:ter 'n and paſs 
trough the gots; (bor mayelt ſti che 
la:.d or Caman, aud take mock pojns 
to go into Canian, and thou maycft: 
t: {ts of the biinches of grajes of that 


fopd Lad, but vever enter in.0'Caraany 
no heaven, bur tnon 2yeft bound hand 
an:}ic'oty: ths wotul citate, and here”. 
tha molt ly 5nq Tots, [ik x de: Ccat- 
ca(s in the grave, evi the Lord come: 
and row] away ihe ftone;, and bd thee- 


. . : * # Y 
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come out and tive, | 
Laſti'y. They are ready every moment to 
drop into he, GodTs a conſuming. fire. 
againit thee, and there is bur 06s pa 
per wall of thy body berweei i y.{oy} ? 
and eternal flum:s: Hm fſgonm:y Gd 
Kop tay, breath; !- there is no! bing! har: 


that. 
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##- 70 The Sincere Convert .% 
| that between thee and Hell; if thar -þ 
Mi vere gone, then farewel all. ' Thou 
vi art condemned, and the muffler is be- -- 
T- 3 fore thine eyes, God knows how ſoon | 
 - © the ladder may b= turned, 'thou hangeſt 
#' bat by one rocnen twinedthread of thy. 
| {3 life overthe flames of hell eyery hour. 
Thus much of mans preſent miſcries, .. + 
Ms Now followeth his fu-. ; 
Mans future ture miſeries, which are-. ; 
miſeries, to come upon him here-- | 
Ei _— "Ns 
\ 4 FE 1, They muſt dic ,.cither by a ſud-' 
4% den, Cullen or. deſperate death , P/al.” 
i, 89. 4. which thougi it:1s.to a child ' 
, ofGoda ſweet ſleep yetto thewicked 
S 3: it is. a fearful curſe, proceeding from 
| {. Gods wrath, . whence, like a Lyon, he 
C 
| 


—,- ”— = te _ 
_ a . ” * 
4 0 


wc T4; 


--_ theirwa , irs the Gaprain ,. thar firſt” 
{- ifikes the. ſtroke. and then armics 7 > $1 


Þ 3: tears body. and-ſfoul aflunder: Dezch _ 
8 | * cometh hiſſing upon them like a fiery L 
& {j' Dragon with the ſtitg:of vengeance: in |» 
| /, themouthofir, irputs aperiod to all ' -; 
i !'\, their worldly .contentments, Which 

| | "ny then they muſt forſake., and carry ne- -| 
if {thing away withihem , but a rotten - * 
| '\> Winding ſheet... Ir. is the beginning of- | 
| jj | 
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The Sincere Convert; 71 © 
endleſs wocs follow after, Revei:: 6s * 
2: Oh, thou had(t better'be a Toad, 
or Dog thana man, for there 15an end 
of their troubles, when they are dead 
and gone; they fall now'as men fall 
from aſleep-they know not where they 
ſhall gp. Now regentance-1s t00 late, 
eſpecially if thou-haſt lived un ker means. 
before, it's either a cold repentance; 
when the body is weak avd the hearr 
fick; or an hypocritical repentance, only 
for fear of Hell; & therefore thou fayeſt;; 
Lerd jeſus receive my Sonl, Nay , com- 
monlythen mens hearts aremoſt hard,% 
therefore meu dyslike lambs,& cry not 
ouce: Then its hard *placking thy Soul” 
from the Devi:s hands, to whom thou -. 
4ſt piven it al! thy life by fin, and if 
thou doſt get it back, doſt tho think 
thar God will take the Devils leavings'? 
Now thy day is paſt, and darkneſs be- 
gins to overſpread thy Soul; ' now flocks: 
of Devils come.into thy Chamber, wair- 
20g for-thy Soul, to fly upon 1t as. a- 
maſtive Dog when the-Door is opened,” 
And this is the reafon why moſtmen 
dye quietly that live |-wickel1!y, becanſe 
Sa:an.ch2n lath them. as his. owa prey: 
like 


like Pirats tha. let a _ibp p:(s by , char, - 


mitivel.kurch took the Sacrament ev y; 


fo:e God aid 1! the Viorld ro an ac- 


this hfe, ininedialy at Oe end of þig> : 7 


6412: jo" gens 5-thus, by tie! (e-four*” | 


The Sincere Convert, mY. * 


S empty of goo0s , they ſhow! come | 
moualy t them thac ate rich. ly loaden, - 
The Chriſtians in ſome parts of the i-ri- 5; 


day, becauſe they did look ro die every: | 
day. Buc theſe ames wherein welive, 
are ſopoyicred and. gran with their: \ 
calc, that it is A rare t bwg to ſee the 
M 4: that looks death ftedtaſtly in che _. 
fa: one hour togetiier; bur death will- | 
lay b:rter ſt. oke.on thefe one day: : 
|. &afterd . rey appear belork the 


Led rojadgment, Heb. 9, 27. their. 


bodies indeed ro: in cheir graves , but. © 


HY tr: eir ſouls return before he Lord io oY 


judgmcnt, Eccleſ. 12.7. The gene-- 
rai juigment | <airheend of the World, 
w'.eu voth body and ſ:1] appears be=-- + 


count, Bnt rhere 1s a pariicalar judg-- 
ment chat every man mrers with afrcr- 


life, wherethc ſou. 15 er ned only- 
befo: e'tn' Lord: 


Y..u n:-y yerceive whar this parti- | 


euncluſious. 


I; That: 


73 The Sincere Cenvert 

i. 1hat ev.iry man ſhonld ate the. 
#£-1it tay he War ' born . 1S CIcAT 7 jor 
the waces of ſen 1s death; mn juſtice there- 
forr 1c ſt.outs be payed a fioful creature. 
as ſoon 2s he 1s born. 

2. That it ſhould be thus with wick 
ed men, bu: inat Chrift begs their. iives. 
fora ſeaſon, 1 Tim. 4. Heis the Sa- 
viour of all men; that is z nor a Saviour 
of eter ul preſervation» outof hell , bur 
a Saviour of remporal relervation: fiom 
dropirg 1ato bell. 

t; That this ſpace of time rh ns begs 
oed by Chriſt , 15 that ſeaf--n wherein 
on y a Man can make kis Pcace with a - 
Diſpleaſed GOD. 2 Cer. 6. 2 

4. Thac it en do not thus within 
this cut off tine. wen deat}: | ath dif 
patched them , Jju/gmeut only ter'aing 
forchem , thatis, wheniheir doom 15 
read , their date of repentance 15 our, 
then t::eir ſenteuce of everlaſtir g Dea: Pa : 
1s paſſed upon them, rar never c+: be 
re-ca'led again, And .his is judgment - 
afrer Death. He : hat ju igec; hunfelf 
( ſaith the Apoſite: x: Cor. 11; 31. } 
{hall nor be NI, 1-d of the Lord. Plow 


wickcd .men.. will noc ju/ge and Cons 
demn... 


74 The: Sincere-Copvert,, * 


-* demn thewſelves in this life; therefore {| 


puniſhment is ſo heavy , thar- they cau | 
only bear wrarh , ſo that all their 


jy  theconſideration of this point might a- | 
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at theend of ir , God will judge them?>. } 


 Allnatura) men are loſt in this ife., but. | 


they may be found' and Tecovered 4-- 
gain 3 bur a mans loſs-by death is t1re- 
coverable ; becauſe there 15 no means 
after Death to reſtore them, there 1s 
no friend to perſwade, no Miniſter ro |} 
preach', by which faith is wrought, and: 
men get Chriſt; There 1s vo pcwet of 
re nrnivg or repenting then ; for Night 
Is come , and theday 1s paſt : Againgthe 


| 
thooghts and 'afei-ns are raken up | 
wich th? burden. And therefore Dives | 
cryes out, 1 arr tormented ; Oh , that | 
| 

| 


waken every ſecure ſinner! What will - 
become of thine immerral Soul when | 
thou -art dead? - thou ſajzeft, ] know |} 
not, I hope wel. 1 tell thee tl ereicre. 
that which may ſend :hee mourning to -.. ( 
thine houſe; and quakirg to thy'grave, . «| 
if: thou dyeſt' in this eſtate, thou fhale * + 
not dye hkea Dog, nor yer like a Toady-' ;j 
bor after dearh comes judgment ; then 
faxewel Friends:, when dying; Fad Fo 
| 41 $- 


d 
\ 


| farewel God forever, when thou art. 
 } dead. ” 
| Now , the Lord 0- Th, jterrour of 


| | pen your eyes-to ſee ,,,,,. particu- 


] the tercours- of this ,,, judgment. 
| particular judgment; * 

which if-thou could:ſce , nals you 
| Were mad, it would make you ſpend 
| whole nights and days in lecking to ler. 
all cyen with God. 
} I vill (hew you- briefly the manner: 
| and nature of it in theſe particulars, 

' 1. Thy ſoul ſhall be dragged out 
of thy bedy, as out of a ſtinking pr1i- 


|} ſea., by the Devil-the Jaylor , intor. 


+ ſome place within the bowels of the- 
thicd heavens, and there thou ſhalt 
ſtand ſtript of a!l friends, all comfort, 
all creatures , before the preſence of 
God, Luke 19. 27, as at the Aﬀſizes, 
friſt the Jaylor brings the prifoner out. 
2. Then thy ſoul ſhall have a new 
Iighr pue unto- it., whereby it ſhall ſee 
the glorious preſence of God , as. pri- 
- foners bronght with guilty eyes, .look 
# With terrour upon the Judge, Now 
* thouſeeſtno God abroad inthe world, 
bur:chen chou ſhalt fee the Almighty Je- 
hovah, 
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Witch that helliſh rerrone and dreadful 
borrour , that thou (! 1atc call ro the 
MUuunncains to cover thee; O Rockss 
rocks, hide ms from the face ot the 
I. Then all the {1s that eyer. chad 
haſt or thalt commuir ſhall come freſh rofl 
thy mad; as when the priſoner 1s come 


botore the Facs of the judge , chcn high 


acculers bring 1n iheir evidence 1. thy 


flee epy concronce fun will betuſtead of 

athonſind witneſtes, and every {n thewP 
With atl he © Icumitances OL ; ' {all 
be tie: 12 order \ "OO, wii!: Gods 


Y 


Wra'n FONG) avoat = 8 py lag (04 


31, as [efreis El Aly: Sa © of (ran ics 
Cargoi be read ttt be brought ano 
the fire, ana then try 2PPear 3 that 


caglt- ior Zach Fx 'at bi SIG G b! Il of t- 
dictmcnc ry conlcoienc. nach 204ipfh 
thee now; bar when thou j: {I itand 
near unto God ac nſunicg 1, then, 
wha: a heavy rock: 110; Wil: -ppearT : let 
may b- nou hilt letr mavy fins now; 
G4 4 Fry: ſt fo fic, aid profe: eſt ” much; 
Cr wo C:rftancinidicern the Yr Þ 
thou thinkwlt thy {elf in a ate & ettatc »þ 
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The Sincere Convert. 77 
WF but yet theres one Jeak in thy Ship that 
will fink thee; thre is onc fecret hid- 
den fin in chine heart, which thou liveſt 
it, 25 4] uoſound people do , that will 
damn tice. Irell thee, es ſoon as ever 
'F thou a: dead andgone , then thou {halt 
Y {cc whieic ihe knot did bind thee, where 
$ thy tn was that ha iſpoiled thee fore- 
ver, and then thou ſhalt grow mad to: 
think, O that] rever ſaw this fn 1 1o- 
ved, lived in, plotted, pert Qed mmne | 
own eternal ruin by, uvtl now,when'” 
itisto0 Ie toamentd; 

Thien the Locd {all take his ever- 
14icivg tarewel of thee, and make thee 
kuow it too. Now God 1s departed: 
trom thce in ihis life, but he may re- 
tu'/nin mercy io thec again ; Bur , then 
tic Loid departs With ÞI] i:1S patience to 
Wait tor thee no more,roChiiſt lirail be 
Grd het auy mere , no {þirit to. 
ficve with thee 31.y mote » and {o {} ol] 
p(s {<4 NC ) hough [-appy —_ 1 6 VO- 
ca |, yet cf}. Guilly upon thy ſeu], and: 
ly, depart thou ctiled, Thou thalr 
Ie deed the glory oi Ged that otl ers 
hd, by: 10 thy E:eater {Crrov? ſhale 
never taſte the fanie, Lake 13, 28. 
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78 The Sincere Convert: |} a 
"5. Then ſhail God furrender up thyll a 
forſaken ſoul into the hands of Devilgſh C 
wno being thy jayiors,muſt keep the te 
til the'grea: day, of account, ſa that af 
thy friends are ſcrambling for thy 
- goods,and worms for thy body , [6 Deb 
vis will ſcramble for thy f5ul. For ag 
loonasevera wicked man is dead , hg 
ts either in heaven or hell. Not in-heas; 
Yeu;for-no unclean thing comes there; 
' It in h{]1, then among Devils, thers 
thall be thioe eterual lodging, 1 Petz 
16. And hence thy forlorn ſoul} 
{hall ly: mourning, for the time pal! 
noW:too late,-.amazedatiheeternity of 
{orrow that is ro come,waiting for that? 
fearto] hour , when the laſt trumpey; 
+ fhallbJow, aadthen body and ſoul meey 
to bear that wrath, that fire chat ſhall 
never go out; Oh, therefore ſaſpe® 
. and fear rhe worſt-of thy ſelfnow; tho} 
aft ſeldom or never , or very little 
troubled thine head about: this marrery} 
; Whether Chiſt will ſave thee-or not); 
© thou halt fach ſtrong hopes and conſt 
dences alccady thar he will : know that 
itis poſſible chou mayeſt be deceived; 
aud 1f..{o., . when thou EY tHys 
TT doows 
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Fhe Sincere Convert, 79 
F .doom aftcr death , thou canſt nar 'g*t 
T an hour more to make thy peace in with 
God , alrhough thou {houldeſt weep 
tears of bload. IEeither the muffler of 
jonorance .{hall be before thine eyes, 
likean handkerchief abeur che-face et 
onEcondemned , or if thou art pimon- 
ed-with any luſt, or if thou makelt 
thine own pardon , proclaime(t ( be- 
cauſe thou art ſorry a little for thy fins., 
and reſolveſt never todo the like again) 
peace to thy ioul,thon art one thatafrer 
death ſhall appear . before the Lord to 
judgment ; thou that are thus condem- 
ned now, dying, ſo ſhalt come tothy 
tearfal execution after death. 


foul and body at the. end of the World, 
wherein they (hall be arrajzzned and 
condemned before the great Tribunal 
ſeat of . Jeſus Chriſt, Fude 14; 1, 2. 
Col. 5. 10, The hearing of jndgtnent 
to come made Felix to tremble; n6- 
thing of more efficacy to awaken a ſe- 
cure (1nner., then ſad thoughts of this 
fery day. | | | 

Abjef. Bar thou wilt aſk,how it may 
be proted.thar there will be ſuch a day 
Anſw, 


There (hall be a general:jadgmentof * 


v7 
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 eAnſw, lanſwer, Gods Juſtice af 
for it, this World is the {t:g2 whey 
4ods Patience and Bounty a ti eacic party 
__ & kenceevery may 
"Why there muſt be will ocof.fs & com 
i day of. Judge- carve 3 becauſe h IF 
ment, _ * feels i-., that Gol 
: 1s merciful ; buf 
' Gods juſtice is queſtioned z men think 
Gd co be all meicy and no Juſtice, af 
bony and no ſting, now the wicket 1 
pro:per 1n all their wajes , are neve 
pnniſh2d , bur live and d1i2 1n. peace; 
Were: h cally are daily affli ted& 
-<eviled, Therefore becauſe th:s5 Ate 
tribute ſaFers a total eclivſe almot 
_ now, t:ecce muſt come a day wherciy 
it muit ſhine oat before all the Worll 
1g rne glory ofit. Rom. 2. 5. 
Tae ſ+cond reifun1s from the & olory 
of Ch::it; he was accuſed, a: raigned; 
coude:nnet by meu, therefore ne (hal [: 
be the jug: of men C  Zohn 5. 27. ot; 
ths is an ordinary piece of Gods provith 
dcncetowirds bs poop! e, the ſaimes 
vil h- cats then 19 20W , he exally 
T519 11 als oth : CONLTrary good in his time, 
Ar wie 117d hat a purpoſe to mi 
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The Sincere Convert, $1 
5o/evb ruler over ail Ezypc, bucktftie 
mak-th kima flave; God hada mean- 
ing :0 make Chrilt judge of men,there- 
fore he muſt ſufler him to be judgea of 
men, mY 
Q:cſt. But when ſhall this-judgment 
day b-? fs 
S# <An/w. Thongh we cannot reil the 
$ day and hour pariicularly , yet this we 
are ſure of, thar when all the cle& are 
S called, for whoſe fake che World ſtands, 
© //a. 1. 9. when thele piliars are taken 
J away , theaz woe to the World, as 


& vwh-1 Lot was taken out of Sodow ihen 


S Sodom was burnt. *Now 1t 1s uot pro- 
S bable char this tim will come as yor: for 
firtt Antichriſt muſt be conſumed, aud 
not only che ſcattered viſible Jews, Bur 
| the whole body of hz: LUſrach::es muſt 
fi.lt b- called, and have a ovlorious 
C::nrch here noon Extth , Exekb, 27, 
Th's g'>r:10us C hurch Scriprure a1:d rea- 
E - will inforce, w!ich when it is cal 
Tei, { i} 10t be exvired us fory as its 
Gat {hall on dan a var 
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I, Chriſt thall break our: of the this 
Heaven , and be ſeen in the Air b=ſor 
any dead ariſe, and this ſhall be win 
an ad nirable.-ſhont., as wken a Kim 
cometh to trivumph oves his fabje&s aj 
enemics. 3 

'2. Then ſhailthe voice of the DY 
Angel be heard ; .now this «<Arch- Ang 
is Jeſus Ghriſt kimſelf, as the Scriptud 

expounds, being-in the clouds of Heul 
ven; he ſhall with an audible Heavens 
 Chaing ſhout fiy , Riſe you dead an 
-come to judgment, even as he- called n 
Lazarus, Lazarus ariſe, 0 

3- Then the Trump ſhall blow , au 
evcn as at the.giving- ofche Law , Exod 
x9. Its (aid the Trumpet ſounded; 
much more -lowder ſhall it not ſoang 
when he comes tojudgment , that hath 

| wm the Law? 3 
44. Then ſhall the. dead ariſe Fs Tis f 
vole of thera that have dyed 1a thi 
Lord ſhall riſe firſt, then the others that 
live, (ball like Enoch be tranflated anÞ | 
change, -1 *Cor.. r5. 3 

5, When this the Judge and Juſtice 
-are upon their bench at Chrifts right! 
handen | cheic Thcones:,- then ſhall thei 
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The Sincere Convert, $3 
e1i]ty priſoners be brought forth , and 
come out of their graves like filthy 
Toads againſt this tertivie {torm. Thea 
{hall all the wicked thatever were or c- 
ver ſhall be, ſtand quaking before this 
elorious judge , with the ſame bodies, 
. feet, hands, to recetve their doom. 


Oh, conſider this day thou that liv- 
elt in thy ſins now , and yet art ſafe ,. - 


| there is a day _— wherein thou 
maycſt ani ſhalt be judged. 


oy 


1. Conſider who ſhail be thy Judge; 


why , mercy, pity , goodmeſs it ſelf,: 
even Jeſus Chriſt, that many times held 


out his bowels of compaſſion towards 
thee, A child of God may ſay , Yon- 
deris my brother , friend, huſband. But 
thou mayeſt ſay, yonder is niinc enemy, 
He may ſay at that day, yonder is he 
that ſhed his blood to ſave me, Thou 
mayeſt ſay , yonder he comes whoſe 
| heart 1 have pierced with my fins , 


whoſe blood 1 have deſpiſed. 1rhey may 


| ſay, Oceme Lord Jeſus, and coyer me 
under thy wings. Burt thou ſhalt then 


cry out, O Rocks fall upon me, and 

hide me from the face of the Lamb. 
2 Conlider-the manner of his com- 
E TY 10g; 


\ 


_ > s' 
o . 
" adn PF” LO —IFITY OE YI _Y Pg? 
ks « oY Lg , 
” Þ A . —_ - 
”, . 4 Po - - : - 
- . - 
- wy =% . - 


ef v%; - PUDTY init” MET AAAS levies rc oe 
; ” gt CY . 6 


$4 The ang Convert, 7 
vg, 2 Theſ. 1. 7. | He ſho!l come ig 
Aaming fice,, the Lino {hall be og 
a flame, the Etements ſhall melt 1} k 
©. - ſealding Lead upon thee: When ahopſ 
15 on fire, at midoig':t in a Town) 
_ 2whata fearful cry is chere made? "I | 
all the World ſhall cry, Fire,fice , 
Tun up and down for helrer to hi 
themſelves » bur cannot find it-; J x 
ay , O now the gloomy day of fire and 
blood is come, here's for my pride} 
- » Hereis'or my 9aths, and the wages fop 
my drunkennejs » ſecurity , and negleQ 
| of duties. | 
. In ccgard of the: heavy accuſations 
that (hall come againſt rhee ar thar day! 
"There is rievera wicked man almoſt m 
.the World, as fair a face as he carricg 
_ but he hathar ſometime 6: other co : 
mitted ſome ſuch ſecret villany, chard 
would be ready to hang himſelf f 
 thame , if others did know of it, 
- : ſecret Whoredom, {a 
Eccleſ, Hit, ul. pollution , pecularſy 
wantonneſs, men wit! 
- -men y women With women , as the AB 
-poſile ſpeaks , : Rom, 1. What at chil 
tay . all the World {hall ſee and hea 
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The Sincere Convent. $5 
:heſe privy prapks, taen the books {hall 
be openicd. Men will not take up a 
ful buſineſs, nor'end it 18 private, 
* therefore there {ha!! be a day of publick 
F hearing , thiags ſhall not be ſuddenly 
ſhuffled up , as carnal thoughts 1ma« 


gin, viz. That at this day firft Thriſk ** 


{hall raiſe the dead, andthen the ſepa- 
| ration ſhall be made , and then the Sen- 
tence p2ſt, and then ſuddenly the judg- 
ment day is done: No , no, It muſt 


take up ſome large quantity of time, 


thar all the World may ſee the ſecret . 
ſins of wicked mea in the World, aad © 


therefore it may be made evident from |} 


all Scripture and Reaſon , that this day. 
of Chriſts Kingly Office in judging the 
World, ſhall happily lalt longer than 
Ins private adminiſtration now (where- 
in he 1s leſs glorious) 18 governiz7 the 
| world. Tremble thou Time. ſerver, 
tremble chou Hypocrice, tremble thou 
that liveſt in any ſecret fiauuder the all- 
ſeeing eye of this Judge; thine own Con- 
ſcience indeed ſhall be a ſufficient wit- 
neſs againſt thee , to diſcover all thy 
_ finsat thy particular judgment , but all 

the World ſhall opevly (ec thine hidden 
E 3 6lotc 
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that then (hall be paſſed upon thee; Dg 
part thou cur ſed creature into everlaſtig 
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%6 T 4 Sincere Converrd 
cloſe courſes of darkneſs to thine eve 


laſting ſhame at this day. 


3. In regard of the fearful _— 


+; 


fire, prepared for the Devil and his a 
gel>: Thou jhaltchen cry our , O mel 


 cyLord, Oa little mercy. No, 


the Lord Jeſus ſay , I did indeed i 
offer it you, but you refuſed , theres 


fore Depart :- Then thou ſhalt plead & 


#212, Lord, it 1 myſt deparr, yer blell 


me beforeIgo: No, no, Depart thoi 


curſed ; Oh, but Lord, if I muſt depart 
curſed, let megoto ſome good places 
po, Depart thou curſed into hells firg 
Oh , Lord, that's a cormegrt I canng 
bear. »' but ifir muſt be ſo, Lord ler 
come out again quickly. No, depal 
thou curſed: into everlaſting fire. Oh 
Lord, if this be thy Hs, , that het 


Imuſt abide, let me have good ou 


ny with me: No, depart thou curls 


inta everlaſting fire , prepared for th 
Devil and his anzels. This ſhall beth 


 {entence. The hearihg.of: whick m 
make the Rocks torent, ſo that 


_ In "Ay fin, aud "ou deſpiſe and! # 
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at Gods Miniſters, aid profper ab-. 
hor the Power and piactice.of Religions 
4S 2 100 preciſe courie , 2nd profper; 
yer know It there w:ll a @ay come , 
when thou ſhalt meet with a dreadful 
Judge , adoleful fextcnce. Now 1s thy 
day of {inning;ov: God will have ſhott- 
ly his day of condemning, f 

When the judgment day 1s done, 
then the fearful wrath of God ſhall be 
poured out and piled upon their bodies 
and ſouls, and the breath of the Lord, 
like a ſtream of brim fone, (hall kindle 
it, ard here thou ſhalt lye burning, 
and none ſhall ever quench it, Thus 1s 
the execution of a finner after judge- 
ment. Rev, 21. $, : 

Now this wrath of TWherein - con-' 
God coafiſts in theſe fiſts the wrath 
things. 0 G80? 

1. Thy foul ſhall be . 
baniſhed trom the face and bleſſed ſweer 
.preſence of God and Chriſt, aud thou 
ſhalt never ſee the face of God mote: it 
is laid ; eAds 20. that they wept ſore 
becauſe they ſhould ſee Pauls face no more: 
Olz, thou ſhalt never fee the face of 
God, Chrift, Saints and Angels more. 

os 7 I * 


eye - 
au. IE — 2b tae * ” 
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17 © heavy dooom to famiſh and pine ad 
way forever w thout one bit of bread 
to comfort thee, one {mile of God ts! 
refreſh thee, Meothat have their ſorey! 
runnng vpon them , mult be ſhur ug 
from the vieleries of men ſound an@ 

whole: Oh, tiby fins |:ke pl:gve ſores] 

 Tutz 01 thee, therefore :hou mult beq 
ſhut ont like a Nog from the preſence} 
of God aud ali his people , 2 Theſ.1. 9. 
2. Gog thall {rr himſelf like a con-! 
meh Ung nfinite fie againft thee, and! 
read thee under His feet, who haſt by 

fin trod him and his glory under foot all 
thy life. A man may deviſe exquiſite ; 
rorments ior another, and great power.; 
may make alittle ſtick to lay.on heavy} 
roaks, bur orcat power ſtirredupto } 
 ftrick from great fury and wrath makes; { 
the_ftroak deadly, I tell thee,all the 
wiſdom of God (hall then be ſet againſt } 
thee to aeviſetorments for thee. Aice.} 
1. 3, there was never ſuch wrath felt 3 

- OT Co; ceived asthe Lorg batlr.deviſed a- 

- gain(t r!1ev 4 thar liveſt ard-dyeſt-in thy 
natural ae. Hence it 1s called wrath 
ro come » 1 Thef. 1. &«t. Therormens I 
Which wiſdom {hall kn eaighny 

power: ; 3 
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The Sincere Convert, 89 
power of God {hall inflict upon theey 
ſo as there was never fuch power ſeen 
in making the World, as jn holdinga 
poor creature under the wrath, that 


holds up ihe ſoul 1 beorvg with or.” | 


hand, and bears it with the other, © * 
burning like ze agunſt a CIeUTC und 
yer that creature never burnt Up, Rome- 
9. 22. Thik not this cruelty , it's 


Juſtice; what cares God for a vile _ ; 


wretch whom nothing can make good: 


while itlives. Ifwe have been long in. 


hewing a block, arid we can make no” 
meer veſlel of it, put it to Bo good uſe 


for ourſelves, we caſt it into the fire: - * 


God h-weth thee by Sermons, ſickneſſes, 
loſſes and cyoſſes , ſudden death, mercies 
and miſeries, yet no:king makes the 
better, what {ſhould God do with tlie, . 
but caſt thee hence? Oh, conſider of 
this wrath before 1 oit feel it. 1 had ra- 
th'rhaveall the Wor!d burnirg about 
mine ears , than to have one blaſting* 
trown from the b!eſled face of ati infi- 
niteand dreadful God ; Thon canſt not 
endure the torment of a little kicchen 
fire on the trop of thy finger, not one 
half hour together: how wilt thou bear 

- _—_ 


Bo The Sincere Convert. Wl. 
the fury of this infloite endlcſs couſumal * 

_ ing hire in body and foul throughour.alll 

eternity, | J 
' 2. The neverdying worm ofa guilty} 

_ Conſcience ſh] rorment thee , as if 
thou hadit (waliowed down a living} 
poylonful Snake, which ſhall lyc gna- W 
wing and biting thine hearr for fin paſt, 
day and night. © And this worm ſhall 

. torment by ſhewing the cauſe of thy 
miſery,, that is, that thou didſt never” 
care forhim that {0u}4 have ſaved thee, 
By ſhewing thee alſo thy (ins againit the 
Law , by ſhewing thee thy floath ,. ' 
whereby thy happineſs is loſt, Thea *: 
ſhall thy Conſcience gnaw to. think , ,* 
how ofc I went to bed without pray- * * 

ing, maby dayes and hours 1 ſpent in * 

\ feaſting and ſporting. Oh, it I had 'N' 
ſpent half my time, as miſpent, in Þ 

_ praying, 1n mourning, meditation, 2 
yonder in Heaven. had 1 been. By ſhew- : 
ing thee alſo the means that thou ouce 
had(t te avoid this miſery.; ſucha Mini- 7 
niſter I heard once, that ro}d of my 3 
particular fins, as if he had-been told :! 
of me, ſuck friend pei{waded me once * *©; 
to. turn over a new lat: a - 


The Sincere Convert. 91 -; 
| ſo many knocks God pave at this iron I 
heart of mine, ſo many mercies 'E 
| Lord ſent; but, Oh, no means cout&S. 
prevail with me. Laſtly, by ſhewing 
thee how eaſily thon mighteſt have a- 
/ voided all theſe miſeries. Oh, I was 
almoſt once perſwaded to be a Chrti- 
ſtian, but I ſuffered my heart to grow 
d-2d,-and fell to looſe company, and. 
{o loſt all, The Lord J:\us came hnto 
my door and knocked ., ind if } had 
done that for Chriſt, which 1 did for = 
the Devil many attme, to oven at his '1 
knocks, I hai been ſaved, A thou- 
1ind ſuch bites will this worm pive ar 
thine heart, which ſhall make thee cry 
eut; Otime, time, Ofſermovs, ſer- 
mons; O my hopes, and my helps are 
now loſt, that once 1 had to ſave my 
l oſt ſoul, 
| __ 4+ Thou ſhalt take up thy lodging 
for ever with Devils, and they ſhatl be 
thy companions : Him thon haſt ſerved 
here, with him muſt thon dwell there: 
It ſcares men out of their wits almoſt ro 
ſee the devil, as they think, when the 
vealone ; but what horrour ſhall Gill 
thy ſoul when thou ſhalt be baniſhed 
K « from 
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: {pair; it a man be grievouſly ſick, ﬆ; - 


ſorrows, ther. thou art no nearer thy. 


from Avgels ſociety, and come into. X 
ee tellowſhip of Devils forever. =» | 
5. Thou ſhalt betilled with final de- | 


_—_ 


m4 


compels him to thiuk-it will not laſt; jj 
long: Bur if the Phyſician tell him he- 
muſtlive all his lifetime in this exerciſe,,. 
ke thinks the pooreſt begpar ina better -{- 
eſtate than himſelf, Oi, co think when: R$ 
thou hiſt been millions of years in thy. 


**3 

$ 
z 4 

Y 


end of bearing thy miſery, than at the$ 
firſt coming in ; Oh, I might once? 
have had mercy and Chriſt , but no hope-1 
now ever to have one glimpſe of his: 
face, or ong good look from him any 
mare; WM | _ 
Thou fhalt vomic out blaſphemous:; 


_ oaths and curſes in the face of God the"; 


Father forever, and carſe God that ne-:: 

vereleed thee, and crrle the Lord Je- 'Þl, 
ſus that never ſhed one drop of blood to-'! 

redeem-thee, and curſe God the holy -K 
Ghiſt that paſied by thee , and never. 
called thee; Rev, 10. 9, and here thou; 4 
ſhale ly: and weep, and gnaſh thy teeth 


' in ſpight againſt God and: thy ſelf, and! 


roar , .and ſtamp and grow mad , that. Þ. 
| there- F 


© 
"id 
[# 
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there thou mult lye urd.r ite courſe of | 
God forever. Thus 1 ſay theu ſhalt Ty 
blaſphcming, with Gads Wrath like a 
If pile of fir: on thy ſoul burning, ard 
| Aouds, nay ſeas, no more ſeas of tears, 
1} ( for thou ſhalt for ever ly weeping ) 
{hall never quench ir. And here which 
w..y {cever thou lookeſt,: hou ſhalt ſee 
matter of everlaſhng grief, Look 
up to Heaven, and theie thou ſhalt ſec 
(6h) that Gd is forever gone. Look” 
about thee, thou thalt ſec Devils qua- 
=:u7 , curſing God , and thouſands, 
nay , millions of ſinful damned crea- 
tures, crying and roaring out with dole- 
tul fhriexiwgs: Oh, the day thatever I 
was born. Look withinhee, there is. 
a guilty conſcience gnawing. Look to _ 
rime palt , Oh, thoſe golden days of 
orace, and {weet ſeaſons of mercy are 
.* quite loſt and gone. Look to timeto |» 
. come, there thou ſhalr behold evils,- 

troups and {warms of forrows , and.” 

wocs , and raging waves, andbillows: 
of wratid, coming roaring upon thee. 

Look totimepreſent, O not one hour- 

or moment ot eaſe orreire{hing , bur” 
; al! curſes meet rogether 2 and feeding” 


S 4+ _ Lv 


94 The Sincere Convert. 
upori one poor loſt immortal ſoul, that 
never can be recovered again, No God, 
no Chriſt, no Spirit co omforr thee ,- -- 
no Miniſter to preach unto thee, no- 
friend to wipe away thy contioual.; 
tears, no Sun te thine upon thee, not 
a bitof bread, not one drop of water". 
to cool thy tongue, 

This 1s the miſery of every natural * 
man. Now do not thou {ſhift it from - 
thy ſelf, and ſay, Godis merciful, True, 
But it is to very few, as ſhall be proved. - 
'Tis a thonſand to one ifever thou be. 
one of rhat ſmall number whom God: 
hath picked out to cſcape this wrath to ©. 
come. Ifthou do not get” che Lord Je- | 
ſus to bear this wrath, farewel God, ©: 
Chriſt and Gods mercy for ever. And 

7 Jam ſnrethatits no common evi] which 

| @od pives to every wicked man , if .} 
Chriſt had ſhed Seas of blood , ſet thine -* 
heartat reſt, there is not one drop ofit -:I 
for thee, until thou comeſt to ſee, and _* 
feel, and groan under this miſerable* -* 
eſtate. I tell thee, Chriſt is ſo far from. 
faving thee, that he is thine enemy, If 
going were here,and ſhould ſay, Here »: 


is my blood for thee, if thou ee M 
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lyve down and mourn under the burden 
of thy miſery, 8nd yet for all his ſpeech - 
, es, thy dry eyes weep not, thy ſtout 

} heartyiclds not, thy hard heart mourns 
not, asto ſay, Oh lam a linfu] , loft, 

condemned , curſed, dead Creature z 

what ſhall 1do ? doft not think but he 

would turn away his face from thee, 
__ andfay, Oh! thou ſtony hard- hearted 
Creature, wouldeſt chou have me ſave 
thee from thy miſery , - and yet thou 
wilt not groan, ſigh, and mourn for 
d-liverance to me our of rhy mifery ? if 
thou likeſt thine eſtate ſo well, and 
prizeſt me (o little, periſh in thy miſe- 
ſery for ever, oo. 
Fi Oh, labFirtobehum- The ſcope of 
F \blcd day & night under this kr>wing our 
thy woful eſtate. Thou miſery is to 
art guilty of «Adams grie- be humbleg. 
vous fin; will this break 
thine heart > No, Thou art dead in fin, 
and top full of all fin; will-this break - ' * 
thine heart? No, Whatrſoever thou 
doſt , haſt done, ſhalt do , remaining 
in this eſtate, is fin ; will this break. 
thiac heart! No. God is.thine evemy, - 
and thou haſt loſt him ; will this break 
thy 
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thy heart? No, Thouart condemned: 
to die eternally; Satan is thy Jaylor, | 
thou art bound hand and foor im the 
bolts of thy ſins, a»4 caſt into utter | 
darkncfſs, and ready every moment to- | 
drop 12to Hell, will this break thine | 
heart? 140, "Thou muſtdy, andafter þf 
thar appear betore the Lord ro judg- - © 
Tc4t; andthe bear Goos cyerlaſting. po 
_ inſuppo:tabie wrath , which rents the 
| Rocks, 8nd burns down to the borrom: # 
of hell; will chis break:thine hard heart, 
man? 3/0, Then farewel Chriſt for $ 
ever ; neverlookto ſee a Chriſt, until. ©F 
thou doeſt come to feel thy milery, thy: - 
miſery out of Chriſt. Labour there. - 
fore jor this, and ihe Lord will reveal... 
the braz.*e Serpent, when thou arr in-., 
thine own ſenſe and reeling ſtung to 
death with thy Hery Serpents. BY 
So I comera open the fourth Princi-- 'S 
' pal Poiut , Vis. IT 
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"Hat the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the on- . 
: Iy means of Redemption and de- - 
lycrange out of this cſtare, Ephel, 1. 74+ - 
wm, 1 
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1; whom we have Redemption through tis 
blood: which platuly demouſtratcs - 
that , FRO 
Feſns Chriſt is the only means of manis R e- 
demption and acliverance out of his bondage 
and miſerable eſiute. And this1s the Do- 
&rive I ſbail now 126Hit upon. 
When the Ifracliies were in bondage 
and miſery, te ſends AHofes te dcl:ver 
them. When they were in Bab;ion he. 
ftirred up Cyrus to open the priſon gates. . 
tothem. "But whea man 1s 1n milery ,.. 
he ſends rhe Lordſeſus,God aud man,to. 


, 


redeem him, eAGHs 4. 12, | 
Queſt. How doth Chriit redeem man 
our of this miſery ? WO | 
Anſw. By pajing.a prics for them, t: 
Coy. 6. ult, Gods mercy will be mani- 
feſted in ſaving ſome, and his Juſtice 
muſt be ſatisfied by having ſatisfaQion- 
or price made and payed for mansfin. 
Hence Ch:iſt ſatisfierh Gods Juſtice, 
Firſt, by ſtanding in 
the room of all them How men ayc. 
whom mercy dcereeth to: redeemed. 
ſave. Aſurety ſtandeth —+- 
in the room of the debtor, Heb, T, 


22, As the fuſt Adan ſtood in the. 
. | TOM 


' o8' The Sincere Convert, © 
}. roomofall mavkind fajlen, ſo Chriſt 


- Or to be reſtored again. \ 


wrath of God kindled againſt fin, God | 


ſence of Gods perfed righteouſneſs , 2 


WW F,A-T 


ſtandeth inthe room of all men rifing, 


Secondly, By raking from tem, in 
whoſe room he ſtood, the eternal guilt _ 
of all their fins, and by aſſuming the. 
euilr of all choſe fins unto himſelf, 2 © 
Cor. 5 22. Hence Luther ſaid,Chriſt 
w3s the greateſt ſinner by 1mputation. #4 

Fairdly, By bearing the curle and 


is ſo holy , that when he ſeeth fin ſtick- 
ing only by imputation to his own Son, + 
he will nor (pare him , bur his wrath. :; 
and curſe muſt he bear, Gal. 3. 13. 
Chriſt drinks up the Cup of all che Elect 
at one dravght, which they ſhould have 
been ſupping, and drinking, and{wil- +} 
ling, aud tormented with millions of FF. 
years. ns — 
Fourthly, By bringing 1nto the pre- -:Þ 


yu 


og. F- It, Dan. 9. 2. For this 4 
alſo: Gods Juſtice required perfe& con- J.. 
formity ro theLaw, as well as ( perfe& 
ſatisfation) ſuffered for the wrong of- 
fered tothe Law-giver , Juſtice thus re- 
"quiring theſe four things, Chrift ſariſ- 


fies 
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fies Juſtice by performing them , aud 
Y lo payes the Price, 

[1, Chrift is redeemed by a ſtrong 
hind, Th: firſt Redei, prion by price 18 
find in Chriſts perſon , at bis refur- 
re&t:ion: The ſecond is begun by the Spt- 
Tit 12 mans vocation, aid ene at rhe 
# day of Judgment, as mony is fii{t payed 
$ tor a capnive in Turky, aud then becauſe 
he cannot come to his own Prince him= 
ſelf, he is fetcht away by ſtrong hand. 

Uſe 1. Here is encouragement to the 
vileſt ſinner, and comfort to the (elf 
ſuccourleſs and loſt ſinner, who have 
ſpcnt all their moneys, their time 
and endeavours upon theſe duties and 
[tcivings, that have been but poor Phy- 
{1cian;torhem : Oh lopk up here to the 
Lord jeſs, who can do that cure for 

- $heeinwa moment, which all c:catures 
* eannot do in many years, What bvlts, 
what {trong fetters, -what unruly luſts, 
temptations and miſeries art thou lockt 
into? Behold, rhe Deliverer is come 
our of S707, having a ſacisfied Jultiee, 
is and payed a Price to. ranſom poor cap- 
_ tives, Litke 4.18. With the Keyes of 
, Heaven, Hell, and thy varuly heart 
| £20 | in 
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Too The Sincere Convert,  * 
in tt; hand , to 'e cx thee out with | 
Breat mMzicy nd ftro1g hand whe! 


KnoWe buc tau poor ; riſoner of Lell, 


thon poor captive of the Devil , thou} 
poor {rackled ſinner mayeſt be one 
whom he is core for? Oh, look up 
to lum, gh to Heaven. tot deliverance: 
from him, and be gizd, and rejoyce 
at his coming. M 
Uſe 2. This ſtrikes terrour to them, (| 
that though there isa means of delives.. 
+ * Fance, ye they]yeintheir miſery, ne- « 
ver groan , never figh tot! eLord Jeſus { - 
for deliverance; nay , that rejoyce in” 
their bondage , aud dance to Hell in: 
their bolts: nay ,. that are weary of | 


deliverance, that fit inthe ſtocks, when 


ro 
xe 


ha 
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they are at prayers, that come out of }- 


the Church, when the tedious Sermon- | 
runs {ſomewhat beyond the hour, like: } 
priſoners out of a Jay! rhat deſpiſe the |; 
Lord jetus, when he offers to open the: 5! 
| doors,and fo let them our bf that miſe- F 

.rable eſtate. Oh poor Creatures? 1s there 
a2means of deliverance? and doſt thou. {| 


neele&, nay deſpiſe it > Know it, that 


this will cur thine heart one day, when .} 


thou art Banging in thy gibbets in Hell, ” 


oo 
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ro ſee others ſtandin.gatGods right handy 
redeemed by Thirſt; rhou wm igheelf Yak 
had ſhare in their honour ; for there 
was a Deliverer come to {avethec, but 
thourouldeſt hive none of him, Oh, 
thou wilt lyeyelling in thoſe everlaſting. 
buroivgs, and icat thy hair, and cuile 
thy felt; from hence might I have been 
delivered ,- but I woujd not. Hath 
Chriſt gelivered. thee from hell , and 
hath he not delivered thee from thine 
Ate-houſe ? Hail: Chriſt delivered thee 
| . from Satans ſociety , when he hath ror: 
_ delivered thee from thy looſe companys. 
yet : Hath Ch:iſt delivered thee from 
buruig, when 1].y faggots, thy fins, 
grow in tace? Is Chrilts blood thine ?- 
that makeſt no more account of it, nor 
feeleſt no more virtue from it than in 
the blood of a Chicken? Art thou re- 
deemed, doſt theu hope in Chrilt to 
ve ſaved, that didſt never (ee, nor fee], 
norfgh under thy bondage ?. Ol, tÞe 
Devils will keep holy day | as 1t. were) 
1n Heil, in re{pe&t of thee , who thale 
mourn under Gods wrath, and lament, 
()!', there was a means to dcliver us 
Gut.Gf it ; bur thou (halt mourn for 
I» Eyer 
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the preſence of God ? This Chriſt muſt 
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ever forthy miſery. Aud this will be a 
bodkia at thine heart one day to think | 
there rzas a Dcliverer , bur 1 a wretch 
would none of him. ; ; 
Uſe 3. Here likewiſe is matter of re- 
proot, to ſuch as ſeek to come out of 
this miſery from and by themſelves: if 
they be ignorant, they hope to be fa- 
ved by their good meaving and prayers, | 


If civil, by paying all they owe, and |} 


doing no body any harm., If they be : 
troubled about their eſtates , then * 
they lick themiclyes whole by their 
mourn'ng, repenting and reforming, ! 
Oh, poor ſtubble ! Canſt thou Rand 3 
before this conſtming fire withour ſin? } 
Cantt tho make thy {cIf a Chriſt for thy ! 
ſelf ? Cauſt thou bear, and come { 
irom under an infinite wrath ? Canſft-} 
thou bring in perfect righteouſneſs into : 


do, elſe he conld not ſatisfie and re- | 
deem. And iſthou canſt not do thus, - 
and haſtno Chriſt, deſire and pray, that. } 
Heaven and Earth ſhake, rill thou haſt ; 
worn thy tongue ro the ſtumps, en- 5 


deavour as much as thou .canſt ,' l 
| | and 


W_ 


_ doing as they would bedone by,and by NY 
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and others commerd ihce for a diligent 
Chriſtian ; mourn in ſome Wilderneſs - 
till dooms-day , dig thy grave there 
wi:h thy nails; weep buckers foll of 
| hourly tears , till thou canſt weep no 
more, Faſt and pray till thy {k1n and 
bones cleave together , promiſe and pur = 
'poſe with full refolution to be b.trer, 
nay , re{orm thy head, heart, lite and 
F congue, aud ſome, nay all fivs, live 
F likean Augel, ſhine like a Sun , walk 
up and down the World like a diftrefled. 
Pilgrim, going to another Connttey, 
ſo that all Chriſtians commend and ad- 
mire thee , Die ten thouſand deaths , 
lye at the fire back in hell ſo many mil- 
lions of years as there be piles of graſs 
oir the Earth, or ſands upon the ſfea- 
ſhore, or Stars in Heaven, or motes.1n 
the Sun; I tell thee, nor one ſpark of 
Gods wrath againſt thy fin ſhall de, can 
be quenched by all theſe duties, nor by 
any of theſe ſorrows or tears, for theſe 
are not the blood of Chriſt. Nay, if 
all the Angels and Saints in Heaven and 
Earth ſhould pray for thee , theſe can- 
Mot delives'thee ; for they are not the 
blood of Chriſt. Nay,God as a Creator, 
| haying 
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having made a Law; will not forginl 
one (fin without the blood of Chriſt k 
Nay, Chriſts blood will not do it nei- 
- - <ther, ifthou- doſt jJoyn never ſo little; 
that thou hiſt or doeſt untoJeſus Chriſt 
h and makeſt thy ſelf, orany of thy duz 
| ties co-partaers with Chriſt 11 that great 
| work of ſaving thee. Cry ont there, 
fore, as that blefſed Marcyr did, my 
bur Chriſt, none but Chriſt. 
Uk gs Take heed of negleting ot | 
rejecting ſo great ſalvation by Jeſus | 
- Cheſt, Take heed of tpilling this pox: 
tion, thar On 710 cure thee. _ 
7 Object. Bn thou wilt (sy , This 
= -meansotre. Jemprion i is only 2ppointed 
 . © for ſome, it 1s not intend-d for all, 
þ | therefore not for ine, th=refore now can: 
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( I r:jeX Chriit ? 
| A1[w, 't is true, Chriſt ſpent not 
WM his" breath oO pray for all, Fohn 17, 
9. much leſs his blood for all; heel 
fore eh never intended a a Rec 
 deemer of all.,, bar that he 1s not in-] 
"vj ? teiided as a Deſliverer of thee: How! 
” 1_* dorh this follow ? How doſt thou 
Hs _ this ? 
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The Sincere Convert, 105 
S But ſecondly, I ſay, m 
Shough Cariſt be not The offer of 
HFnclud:d forall, yet he Chriſt univer- 
Ss o+red uito all, and ſal, and why? 
S::refore unto thee, 
JA ud the efound ts this chiefly, 

J : The univerſal offer of Chriſt ariſeth 
Hot from Chriſts prieſtly office imme- 
Biarly , buc from his Kingly office, 
Þyhereby the Facher having gtven him 
Kill powerand dominion in Fleaven and 
FE acth , he hereupon commands all men 
Fro {toop unto him, and likewiſe bids 
Hall his DiCiples. and all their ſucceſſors 
*Fto go, and preach the Goſpel to every 
LEcreature nander Heaven, Met. 28. 18, 
»Yr9. Mark 10. 15. For Chriſt doth nor 
S immediaily offer himſelf toall men as. 
Fa Saviour, whereby they may be encou- 

raged to ſerve him asa King: but firſt 
asa King .commanding then to caſt a- 
way their weapons , and ſtoop under 
W his Scepter, and depend upon his free 
Y mercy, acknowledging if ever he fave 
Y me, [will bleſs him, if hedimn me, © 
1 Y'hisName is righieous in ſodealing with 
FI -me. OY 7 
But that I may faſten thus exhor- ' 
_ _ tation 
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wherein, - ſay aginſt ir , that thou 


glorified his Father, for revealing the 
 myltkery'of the Goſpel to ſimple mens; 


Tied the chief reputation of wiſdom in 


low, as they thar are beneath the gra- 
etous regard of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 20.; 


loveupon mean and weak perſons here, 
. that he mig'it confound the pride of} 
fleſh the more, where it pleaſeth him 


* mercy he paſleth by: no degree of it,} 
_ . though neyer ſo. uncapable, Prov. 1. 


PI OF ch 
@ - 


Io6 TheSincere Convert, | 
tation , I will faſten theſe four things, 
1. The Lord Jcius is of- 

The offer of tered to every particular 
Chriſt uni- perſon: which 1 will ſhew 
ver/al, and thus. What baſt thou to 


; 


doelt doubt of it? It may, 


be thou wilt plead, _ . 
Oh , 1-am fo ignorant of my felf;} 


God, Chriſt, or his will, that ſurely: 
the Lord offers no Chriſt tome. Þ 

Yes bur he doth, though thou lyeftf 
10 utter darkneſs. Our bleſſed Saviour: 


Prov. 9. 8. negleqing thoſe that cat-- 


the World. The' parts of none are fo; 


God beitoweth the beſt frui:s of his] 


to make his choice , and to exalt his 


O bie#; 


. a ” 
8 os 


The Sincere Convert, 107 
Obje#. But thou wilt ſay, I aman 
enemy to God , and have a heart fo 
ſtabborn and loath to yeild , I have 


{ vexed him to the very heart by my tranſ= 
off grceſlions. | | 


<Anſw. Yet he beſeecheth thee to be 
reconciled. Pur caſe thou haſt been a 
ſinner and rebellious againſt God , yet 


'F fo long as thou art not found amongſt. 


{ malicious oppoſers, and underminers 
JF of his truth, never-give way to deſpat- 


oo 
*- 


RF ring thoughts , thou haſt 'a merciful 
| Saviour, | 


Obje. But I have deſpiſed rhe 
means of reconciliation , and rejeted_ 


_ mercy. 


Anſw. Yer God calls thee to turn; 


4 Thou haſt played the harlot with many 
YN lovers, yet turn again to- me; ſaith the 
Y Lord, Jerem. 3.. 1. Caſt thy ſelf in- 

Yo thearms of Chriſt, and i: thou pe- 


riſheſt, periſh there; if thou doſt not, 
thou art ſage to periſh. . If mercy be to 
be had any where, it is by ſecking to 
Chriſt , not by running from lim, 
Herein appears Chriſts love to thee, 
thar he hath given thee a heart in ſome 
degree icnſible ; he might haye given 
F _ - thee 
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:phaneneſs, of all ſpiricual jadgments the 


_ — = 


'mies, Will inno wiſe refuſe thoſe, thels 
.delire of whoſe ſoul is towards him; 


"When the Prodigal ſet himſelf to re-! 
turn to his Father, his Father {tayes not 
our ſins diſpleaſe us, ri:ey. ſhall never 


«God to be that which we deſire and 
labourto be, Pai. 145. 19, 


' ſhould we | except our ſelves 3 


laden. We are therefore poor, becauſf 
| we know not our riches, Wecan ne- 


that ſts in dar neſs aud ſeetha 20 o light. , hd 
:. Jighr -of comfort , no light of Goc iq 


hk Ame of the Lord, ce: do; nok 


932. ed 


1208 T: be Sincere Convert, 1 
thes up to hardneſs , ſecurity aud pro 


ercateſt. But he that dycd for his ene-! 


forhim , bur mects him in the way ; if 


hurt ws, but we (hall be eſteemed. of 


Obyedt. But can the Lord ollkr Chriſt 
to.me, 'fopnor, thathaveno ſtcengrhy 
no. faich, no grace, nor ſeaſe of mF 
poverty If 

eAnſw. Yes , even to thee ; why 


when Chriſt doth not eXCept Us: come 


unto me all ye that are weary and heavy 


verbein ſuch-a condition mherrin therd 


countenance ; yet let him truſt in th 


bd, 
6% 


32 
35 


The Sincere Convert. 109 
debar from mercy; - nay » they incline 
God the more. The huſband is bound 
tobear with the wife , as being the wea- 
br veel, and ſhall we think God will 
exempt himſelf from his own rule, and 

"not bear with his weak ſpouſe ? wy 
 Obje4, But is this ofter made to me 
that cah.3Ot love, prize, nor deitre the 
Lord Jeſus ?. nom 
Anſw. Yes to thee , Chriſt knows 
how to pity us ia this caſe; we are weak, 
but weare his. ' A Father looks not fo 
much at the blemiſhes of his Qhild, as 
at his own nature in him .;. So Chriſt. 
finds matter of love from any thing of 
K his own in us. A Chriſtians carriage 
$ towards Chrift may in many things be. 
"F very offenſive, and cauſe much ſtrange- 
neſs, (yet ſo long as he reſolves not 
upon any knownevil ) Chriſt will own ' 
him , and he Chriſt, 
Obje&. Oh , but IT have fallen from 

God ofr fiace he hath er:lightned me: 

And doth heteider Chrift co me? - 

Anſw, Thon ruſt know thar Chriit | 
hath married every believing ſoul to 
himſelf ; and that where the work of 

Brace 15 begun, fin loſes ſtrength by e- " 
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very new fall, If there be a ſpriog of 
f1n in thee, there is a (privg of mercy 
in.God, anda fountain daily opened to 


waſh thy uncleanneſsin. eAdam ( in-$ 
deed) loft all by once finning ; butÞ 


Wearc under a better Covenant, a Cot 


venant of mercy, andare incouraped by 
the Sonto goto the Father everyday toy 
the ſ13s of that day, 

It L was willing to receive Chriſt, 1 
might have Chriit offered ro me, But 


will che Lord offer him to ſuch a one af 


defires not to have Chriſt ? 'S 
Yes, ( ſaich- our Saviour) I wouh f 
have gathered you, +as the Hen gatheal 


xeth her Chickexs under ker wing , ane 
' you would not, We muſt know, acrez 


ating power cannot only bring ſome: : 


thing out of nothing, bur contrary out 
of contrary; of unwilling Gad can mak 


us a willing people, There is\a. promiſp 

of porring clean water upon us ; and 

Ch::iit hath taken upon h1m to purge 
Sponſe , and make her fit to himlclf, 1 


What haſt thou now to plead agar 
this {trange kindneſs of the Lord in K; 
fering Chriſt co thee ? Thou wilt ſay 
_ it may be, a3 


The Sincere Convert. IE is. 

Obje#. On, Ifear times paſt, Oh, 
time 1s paſt; I mig once have had 
Chriſt, but now mine heart is ſcaled 
down with hardneſs , blindneſs, unbe- 
lief; Oh! time 15 now gone. 

eAnſw. No , 'noc fo, lee ja. 56. 
I, 2, 3. All the day long God hol- 
deth out his hands to a backlliding avd 
rebc|lious people, - Ti:y day of grace » 
thy day of means, thy day of lite, thy 
day of Gods ſtriving with thce, and ſtir- 
ring of thee {L;]] laſts. 

Obje#, But if God be ſo willing to 
ſave , and ſo prodigal of his Chriit, 
why doth hz not give me Chriſt, or 
draw me io Chrilt ? ts | 

eAn/wcr, lanſwer, What commend 
doeſt thou look for to draw thee 10 
Chriſt, bur this word , come, Oh, 
come thou poor, forlorp, loſt, bind, 
curſed noti:ing , I will fave thee, I 
will jntich thee ; 1 will forgive thee, 
FT will enlighten thee, 1 will bleſs thee, * 
1 will be all things unto thee, do all 
things for thee. May not this win ard 
melt the heart of a Devil ? 

Queſt. 11. Upon what conditions m2y 
Chciſt be had ; 

F 3 


= 
Emmys $-—ow 7 


« 
woo Orme a ra” 


+7 — m_—___ 7 wn » wars 


Cy” 


— 


——_— _— __ yy, ” A 


X Fw . - 


- 


— —— — 
a - 


<S: 
go — 


wore & —_— 
=o ynnnmeg Ilene A oo ho 


I ———_—_— 


— 


—_ 
pwr —w 
am — oa 


”- 
— _——_ yy — — 
hs - - ” 
—— 4 
- _--—- — < wap—_- ey 


Fix 


Ir none WW 1 RE nd 


ay _—_—— » -—__ a ES a . 
7 Rome maar yr age wr maine, ener energy ner ee 
a+ _— -  -——— * — Wwe oC RO 7954 
PT 


- C———o4i8--- Ay worn. 
_ - =» + g<————s 


— 
row 


—_—— —_———e—_— — 


kd £2 + Is « ; bv» 
— - n— _ - x p — 


— —T———C—C—————————— 


WF 4wW” 


II2 The Sincere Convert: . 


eAnſw. Make an exchange of w neÞ 
thou art or haſt with Chriſt ? for what 
"Chriſt is or hath; and fo coking him, Þ 
(like rhe wiſe Merchant the Pear/ ) thou:Þ 
tbalr ave falvation with him, 4 
Now this exchange lycth in theſe þ 
four things chictly, # 
Firſt, give awa y thy; 7 
On what terms ſelfto him, head beard? : 
Chriſt may be tongue , body » ſoul, Þ 
had, and te will give away. 1 
himſelf unto thee, Can, N 
6.3. yea»: he will ſtand in thy room 
in heaven , that thou mayeſt triumph, 
and ſay, Llamalready in heaven glori- 
fed 1n him. 1 ſee Gods bleſſed face'in 


Corll ) i Avec conquered Decatn 0 Hell, : 


aid ihe Devil in hin, 


A, condly, Give away all thy ſins roi 
©{t, co ics them, leaveitem, caſt; ; 
then vpon the Lard Jeſus, ſo as to re-1Þ 
\c power from himto forſake them. 
An le will be made fin for thee, to; 
ake chem away from thee, 1 ohn- 
Le Yo | 
Tairdly, Give away ihine honour | þ 
pleaſure, orokt, life, for hiw , he will þ 


give away tus crown and h..our life-F 
and'P 


Oy ata : " 1 
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The Sincere Convert. I13 *© 
andall ro thee. Lnb. 18, Le: notung 
be ſect unto thee but im; and nothing. 
{h21l be {weer unto him but thee: 

Fourthly, Give away thy rags , for - 
ſake thine own righteouſneſs tor him , 
he will give away. all his Robes, and 
Righteouſneſsto thee, Phil. 3. 8, 9. 
Thou ſhalt ſtand as glorious in the {ig!1c 
of God howſoever thou art a poor 
Snake in thy ſelf, asan Angel, nay, as 
all the Angels, becauſe cloathed with 
his Son Chriſt jcſus his righteouſneſs. 

Now tell me, will you have Chriſt ? 
He is offered to you, Yes, you will 
all ſay ? Yea , with all mine hearr. 
But will you have him onthele terms, 
upon theſe four condinons? | 

Now becauſe men: would flatter 
themſelves, and fay ; Yes, 

3. I will ſhew you four 


ſorts of people that re- people that re 
ject Chriſt thus offe- 7,0 5; t 
red. JET "OY , 
Firſt , The ſlighty unbeliever , that 
when he hears of an offer of Chriſt, and 
ſnould wonder at the love of the Lord 
in doing this; he makes notking of ir, 
ut goes frem the Church, and ſayes, 


F 4 Vc 


Four ſoats of. 


SY SP" 


W 114 The Sincere Convert, | 
/-.. We muſtgive Miniſters the wall in the. } 
pulpit, and poor men chey muſt have þ 
{omewhar to ſay and preach for their 
 Iiving. There was a good plain Ser- | 
mon to day, the man fſeemsto mean _ 
well, bucIthiok he be no great Scholar, 
and ſo makes no more of the offer of ' 
Chriſt, than ofihe offer of aſtraw ar | / 
their feet, Ifa good bargain be offered 
them , they will forget all their buſt- 


_ neſs ro accompliſh that ; yet they make 


lipht of this offer, Mat, 22. 5. | 
_ - Secondly, The deſperate unbeliever :« | 
that ſceiog his fins to be ſo great, and 
feeling his hearr ſo hard , and fanding- } 
but little good from God , ffnce he. 
ſought for help{(likeCain)Ayeth trom the I 
i preſence of the Lord,likea mad Lyon,he |} 
if- breaks his chains of reſtcaining grace, Þ}- 
and ranneth roaring after his prey , af- - 
ter-his cups, queans, luſts, &c. and*.} 
ſo will aor honour Chriſt with fuch a 
great cure of ſuch great fins , that he 
will-never have the credit of it, nor will 
be behoiding to kim for ſuch a kind- | 
—_—... 3 po 
_ Tiurdly ,} The. preſumptuous unbe- | 
 lievers , that ſeetng, what tins he hath 
com- 


The Sincere Convert, T15 


committed, and it may be having @- : - 


little rouch ard ſome forrow for his 


# fins, catcheth at Chrilt, hopirg ro be 
| /favedby him before ever he cometo be 
lJoaden with fin as the greateſt evil, cr. 


Gods wrath kindled againſt him as h's 
greateſt curſe: and ſo catching at Chriit, 
/ hopes he hath Chriſt, and hoping he 
| batch Chriſt alceady,ſhuis out Chriſt for 
tlie future, and fo recs tim, Ac. 


3. 12, You ſhall bear theſe men a1:d 


women never complain of the wart, 
þut ouly ef che weakneſs of their Far:, 
and they will not be beaten off from: 
thence; let them hear never ſo much 
of their miſery, nor (ce vever ſo much 
of their ſins, yer they wil: not be bra- 
tcn off from truſting ro Chriſt, 
Fourthly, The tottering doubiſul unhe- 
lever, onethat is-in a queſtion whether 


he had beſt have Chriſt or no. He ſee'h 


 fome good inChriſt that he would gladly 
| have him for, as thece I ſhall have Hea- 


ven,and pardon,and grace,and Peace,,& 
yer he ſeeth many things he diſſikers with 


Chriſt; asnamely, then ſarev'eh mer- 


ry meetings , paſtimes , cerds , and 
1 | 
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have Cariſt or no, 
_ Fheſe people reje& Jeſus Chriſt, 
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will «#8th thee from all thy ſins. 


, IP” <P" 


pence they coiter this way and that way, | 
not knowing whether they had beſts: 
2 6 

Fam, i "x 
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IV. And now comeand (ce the oreat-; ; 
neſs of this ſin, p. 
I. It is a moſt bloody 
The great e- ſin, 1rs a. tramplivg un-H 
Vvilin rejet- der foot the blood of the.s' 
ing Chriſt, Son of God, Heb. 104)- 
Wo, verſe 21. 8; 
2.It is a moſt diſhonouring in; for, | 
as by the firit at of Faich, a man glo- 
rikeih God by obeying all the Law at an ©; 
inſtantin Chiiſt; fo, by reeRing him 'B 
thou doſt break all thoſe Laws of God. 
in an iuſtant,, and ſo doſt diſhonouc £ 


.- 


* * 


z, It i3a moſt ungrateful ſn; it isa © 
deſpifing Gods greateſt love, which the, 
Lord takes moſt heavily. _. : 


4. It is a moſt inexcuſable ſin ; | 


\ 
for what have you to caſt againſt Feſun | 


Chriſt? Oh, my finsareſogrear, thou: | 
wilt ſay: But rake Chriſt, his blood'þ 


Objeb, Oh , but mine heart is hard; þ 
and. my mind blind. . we | 
x | | ednjw:; | | 
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will break thine heart, open trine 
eyes. AncW heart1s Gods gitc,and he 
hath promiſed to create 1c 1h us. | 


The Sincere Convert, 1179 © 
eAnſw, Yea » bur 1ake me, and 


Ob;:4. Oh, bur then I mult forlake. 
all my pleaſures. 

Anſw. Tho ſhalc have t!.em fully, 
continually , infrairely 10 Chitit. 

Objieft., Oh , but I cannot take: 
Chriit. | | 

Anjw: Oh, but Chriſt can giverhes - 
an hav ito receive {1imy, as well as to 
g:ve away himſelf, 

5. It152 molt keavy ſin. What ſin 
will gripeſoin Rell, as this? John 3, 
:9. Godthe Father {hall {trixc the Dee - 
vils {or bresxing the Law of the Crea-* 
t10n , but God the Son ſhall ſtrike rhee., + 
and the Comforter himſelf ſhall ſec 
himſelf agaiaſt thee, for deſpiſing the 
means and offers of Redemption. The - 
Devils might never havehad mercy, but. 
thou ſhaltthink-with anguith , and-vex- 
ation and madne£ of heart,I might have - 
had a Chriſt; he was offered unto. me; - 
mercy wooed this ſtvbborn-proud hear: 
toyicld, But O Rock of Adamant thar - 
I was ! .it did not aflect me. - Oh ! thy. 


$506 > Sh t* 


"#1 © 21$ The Smcere Convert. 
a-4 - fpecdilycathis City of refuge, l:ſt the 
Purſuer of blood overtake thee,  YF 
Uſe 5. Away then nut of your ſelves F 
_ to the Lard ſJ:ſus: Heaven and Earth } 
| leave thee, and have forſaken thee; $ 
now there'ts but on? more that can do 
| thee 950d, and deliver thy foul from 
en1leſs ſorrow: go to him, and-take þ 
hold on him, not with.the hand of pre- | 
ſam »tion aud lovetothy ſelf ro ſave thy | 
felf, but with the hand of faith and love 
to him to honour him. TTY 
 Objed4. 1 am well enongh already, ' 
what tell you meof Chriſt? _ ' 
-Anſw. This is the damning fin of | 
_ © theſe times, when men have Chciſt of- F 
_ feredun:othem, fore-telling them elſe 
of wrath to come, they ſay they are 
well: hence feeling no judgment here, 
if: they fear no wrath hereafter : hence | 
#/ _ beingwell, they feel noneed of Chriſt; | 
fi}  hencetill they die, they never feek our þ 
Mi __ foraSaviour. Men will not come into 
ll! the Arkalready made forthem , before Þ 
the flood ariſe. The World makes fo ÞN 
; much of thoſe it nurſeth up, thar they | 
Ml  areunwilliogtocometo Heaven, when 
| fall theyarecalled tocome home. ' 
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The Sincere Convert. Tig | © 
ObjeF. Bur it may be, Chriſt hath - 
19t red-emed m2, nor ſhed his blood 
for me, therefore, why [hould I go 
to them ? £ 

Anſw. It may be ir 1s true, it my 
be not, yet do thou venture as thoſe, 
Feel 2. Who hows but the Lord may 
return ? Ic is true , God hath elected 
but few, and ſo the Son hath ſhed hrs 
blood, and died bat for a few, yet this 
is no excule for thee, to ly down and 
ſay, What (honld 1 ſeek ont of my ſelf 
for ſuccour ? Thoa muſt in this caſe 
F ventureand try, as many men amongſt 

F -us donow, who hearing of one good 

Living fallen; weary of them,will go 
and ſeek for it, although they know 
only one ſhall have ir, Therefore ſay 

as thoſe Lepersin Sqmarit, it I ſtay here 

in my fins, I die; it I go ont to the 
Camp of the Syrians, we may live, we 

K. canbutrdic however:if | go out to Chriſt 
*# I may get mercy, however I can but - 
die, and ic 1s better to die at Chriſts 
feet, thaninthine own puddle. Con- 
tent not your felves therefore with your 
bare reformation and amending your 

 - lives , this is but to croſs the debt in 


To SF TP Mw We 
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120 The Stneere Convert; 
thine own book, it remaineth uncan- * 
celled in the creditours book ſtill; but 
go, take, offer up thiseterna] ſacrifice: I 

. before the eyes of God the Father; and +#-: 
cry guilty at his bar, and look for mer- - þ 
cy trom him; figh under thy bondage, 
tiatas Moſes was {cut unto thel/raelites, | 
{o may Chriſt be ſenr into thy (oul:Reſt 
not iherefore in the ſight or ſenſe of a_ 
help lets condition; faying ++1 cannot 

| help my (elt anleſy-. hilt doth: (ph. 
unto the Lord -Jeſus in Feaven for e- 
caur , and admire the Lord for every 
that when there was no belp, and when. 
he might - have.raiſed our of the ſtones- 
children to praiſe him ; yer he. ſhould- 
ſend his Son- oat of his boſom to. ſaye. - 
thee, So much for this particular: The.- | 
ffth Divine Principle follows to be.' | 

Eandied, 2 


; CHAP HY. 


Hat thoſe that are (aved out of this: Þ 

 eftare, are very few, and that. { 
thoſe thar are ſaved, are ſaved with ve- }F 
ry much difficulty, Mat. 7. 14. Strait-' | 
is the gate, and narrow is the way that © 
leadeth unto life, and few. there. be that” 
_ tt. Here- | ” 


tT rhe Sincere Convert, 121 
5 Here are two points, - 
t 1. Thepaucity of them that ſhall be 
' & ſaved; few find the avay thither.. 
| 2, The diffi: uity of being ſaved, 
\& ſrait T narrow is the way On gate unto lifes. 
.» Dode. Hence ariſe two Dottrines. 
' 1, That che number of them: that 
ſhall be faved is very ſmall, Luk. 13. 
2 4. the Devil hath his drove and (warms 
that go to hell as faſt as Becs ro their 
hive, Lnke 12, 31. Chriſt hath his 
flack , 2nd that 1s bur a litrle flock, 
and hence Gods children are call:q 
Jewels, Mal. 3, 17. whichcommon- 
ly are kept ſecret, in reſpe& of the 0- | 
ther number inthe houſe; hence they 
are called ſtrangers and Pilgrims, which 
are very few in reſpect of the inbabi- 
rants of the countrey, through which 
they paſs: hence they are called Sons of _ 
God, 1 John-3. 2. of the blood royal, 
which are few in reſpe&t of common 
ſabjecs. ; 

Bur ſee thetruth of this point in theſe 
two things, 

Firſt, look to all ages and - 
times of the World. Se- few /aved. 
condly , to all places and: 714 ages. 

. perſons 
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perſons in the World, and we ſhall ſeeF: 
few men were ſaved, 

1. Look to all apes, TY ve {;: nh 
find bur a handful [aved. Aſloon as þ 
ever the Lord began to keep] ouſe , and} 
there was bur two families 1n 1t; there þ 
was a bloody Cain living, and a good | 
eAbel flain, Andas the world 16crea(- F 


I 
| 
t 
} 
£1 


6. I2, Itis ſaid, eng Gr iy hare | F 
thetr wayes, aud-amongſt fo many thou- þ 
ſand men, not one righteous but Noah, . 
and his family; andyctinthe Ark there | 
creptina curſed Cham, _ 

| Afterwards, asSe Abrahams rofterity | 
increaſed, ſo we ſee their fin aboundeJ,. 
when his poſterity was in Eg;pt, where | 
one would think it ever men were good, | 
now it would appear, beirg ſo heavily 
affl:&ed by Pharoah, being by fo ma- 
ny muracles miraculouſly delivered by . 
the hand of Moſes; yer moſt of thele. : 
God was wroth with, Heb, 3. 12. Þ 


_ andonly rwo of them, Caleb and oſhug | 


went into Canaan, a type of Heaven, -! 
. Look unto. Solomogy time , what Wort- þ b 
ous time! Whar greater profeſſion Was : 

there then 2 yet afcer his death , ten 3 


Tribes 
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ef FE Tribes fell to the odious fin of Idolatry, 


-—— — 


F ; following the command of Feroboam 
F their King, Look further into 1/aiahbs 
& time, when there were multitudes of 
ÞF facrifices and prayers, {/a. 1. 11. yet 
| then thece was but a remnant , uay,but 
| a rery | little remnant that ſhould be ſa- 
F vcd, [a.*1. 5. And look tothe time 
$ of Chriſts coming in the fleſh ( for I 


pick out the beſt "times of all) wien 


| one would think by ſuch Sermons he 


preached, ſuch miracles He wrought 
fucha l: f as Heled, all the Fews ſhould 
nave Entertatied dim, yet it is faid, 


1 John I, 12. He came unto his CWN), 


and they received tim not, So few that 
Chriſt himlelf admites at one good Na- 
tramel , behold -, an lIſraelite in whom 
there is 90 evile, | In the Apoſtles time, 
mMaily indeed were converted, Rev. 3. 
4. bu: few cowparatively , and a- 
mongſt the beſt Churches many bad ; 
as that at Philippi , Phil. 3, 18. many 
had a name to live , but were dead, 


. Rev, 3. 4.tew only kept their garments 


unſported. And prgfently after the 
Apoſtles umes, eAds 20, 28, 29, 30. 


many grievous wolves came and devoured © 
th. 
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. world. I atimer ſaw ſo much prophane-Þ 
ncſs in his-time, that he thought verily 
Dooms-day was juſt at hand.  Andf 


Where ſcarce one man in twenty chat 


_—  — 
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ſaved in all ſee bow few ſhall.be Fu 
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the ſheep | "ay ſo in ſucceeding agen 
Rev. 12. 9 all the earth wondred a ah 
the whore in ts ; 

And in Luthers time; when the light 


began to ariſe again, he ſaw ſo many 
carnal Goſpellers | that he breaks out 


in one Sermon into theſe ſpeeches, Gsd 


grant I may never liveto-ſee theſe bloody F 
dayes that are coming upon an ungodly 


have not youreyes ſeen inthe Palatinate, 


ſtood out, but feil from their glorious 
profeſſion to Popery , as faſt as leaves 
{all iv Antumn? Who would have: 
thoug! t there had Jurked ſuch hearts 
under ſuch a ſhew of derafting Poperyzi 
- Was amoug them before. And at: 


Chriſts coming , ſhall he find faith on'l 
the earth ?- 


:8«- Lt us look inte al 
Few alt be places aud: perſons , an® 


places. ved. The World is now: 
5 ſplit inte four parts, Eu> 
yope,: Aſia, eAfrice, and America: he 
the'Þ 


| 


EF The Sincere Convert. 125 

jp the three bigger parts are drowned 1n2 

® dclugcof prophanencſs & ſuperſiicion 
they do not ſo much as protels Cliriſt ; 
you may ſee the ſentence of death writ 
on thele meis foie head , Fer. 10. ult. 
But let us look upon the beſt partot ite 
World, and that is Europe, how few 
{{.all be fav<d there, Fiſt, the Grecian 
Chutch, howſecver now inthele days,. 
their good Patriarch of Corſtantinopleis 
about, a general Reformation amorg 
them, and hath done much good, yet 
are they for the preſent, and have been 
for the moſt part of them without the. 
ſaving means of knowledge. They con-. 
tent themſelves with their old ſuperſti- 
tions, bavirg little or no preaching at 
all. And for the other parts, as /taly, 
Spain, France, Germany, tor the moſt 
part they aie Popiſh , and ſee the end of 
theſe men, 2 Theſ, 1. 9, And now 
an o01.olt thein that carry the badge of 
Foneſty,i will not ſpeak whac mine cars 
have heard, and my heart believes con- 
cerning oriher Churches ; 
I will con:ie into our Few: ſhall be 
Church of England , ſavedin Erg- 
which is the moſt low- laud, | 


1ſhing 


x2" A 
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riſhing Church wm: the World ; ne-f 
ver had Church ſuch Preachers ,| 
luch means, yet have we not 
ſom: Chappels and Churches ſtand as 
dark Lanthorns without light ,- where] 
people are Ied with blind, oridle, or 
licentions Miniſters , and ſo both fall 
into the ditch? x Coy. 1. 29, 
_ ' Nay, evenamong them that have the 
means of grace, but few thall be ſaved. 
'It may be ſometimes among 99 ina Pa-f 
rifh , Chriſt ſerds a Miniſter. ro call} 
ſome one loſt ſheep, Mat. 13. Lukef 
I5.' 24, 25. Three grounds were bad, 
W..cre!ne ſeed was ſown, and only onef 
ground good, icis a ſtrange ſpeech off 
Chry/oſtome in his fourth Sermon tothe 
pcoplect Antioch, where he was much 
believed , and did munch good, How 
many do you think (ſaith he ) ſhall be [a- 
ved inthis City, it will be an hard ſpeech: 
 toyou.: But | will ſpeakit , though there. 
be jo many thouſands of yolt, yet there can- 
not-be found'a hundred that [hall be ſaved, 
and I doubt of them too; for what villany is 
there,among youth | what ſloth in old men! 
and {o he goes on: So ſay 1, never tell, 
me, weate bap.iſed , and are Chriftt- 
£1 als, 


The Srncere Convert, *27 


| ars, aid truſt to Chriſt, ler us bur {e-. 
| parate the goats from the ſheep, and 
excludenone, bur ſuch asth: Scripture 
# doth, and ſets acroſs upon cneir doors, 


with Lord have mercy upon them, and 

we (hall ſce only tew in the Ciry ſhall. 

be laved. _ 
x. Caft out all che prophane people a 


{- mong us, as drunkards , (wearers , 
| whores , lyars, which the Scriptyre 
j brands for black ſheep, and condemns 
them in an hundred places. * 


2. Set by all Civilmen, that are but 
Wolves chained up , tame Devils, 
Swine ina fair Meadow that pay all chey 


owe, and do nu body any harm, yet 


do none any great good, that plead for 
themſelves., and (ay, Who can fay, 
biack is mine eye? Theſe are righreous 
men, whom Chriſt never came co call, 
for he came not co call the righteous , 
bur ſinners to repentance. 

5. Caft by all Hypocrites, that like 
ſtzge-players in the fight of others, a& 
the parts of Kivgs and honeſt men, 
when look upon chem in tl:eir tyring 


houſe they are but baſe yarlets. 


3. Formal Profeſſors , and carna] 


Goſpel. 


"—_— 


123 T Bi Fipeeys Comoree, : 
'Goſp ellers, that havea thing like faithff 


ani ike ſorrow, and like true repentance, 
and like good deftres.hur yer they be bur; 
pi&tares, tacy deceiveothersand them-eN 
ſelves too. 2 Tim. 3. 53« | 
T a Sec by cheſe four ſorts " how few! 
rh-naretobe ſaved, even among them. 
that are hatchet in the boſlome of the } 
Church, | (+ 
U/e 1. Firſt, Herethen-is an uſe of ; 
encourazmnt ; Be nor diſcouraged by the 
name of inzularity, Wha:? do you | 
think your ſelves wiſer than others? & |} 
{hill none be faved bu: ſach as are fo F 
Preciſeas Miniſters prate ; are you wi- | 
ſer than others, that you think none 
ſhall 25 ro Heaven bur your ſelf ? Ti: - 
PR 14 I reil you, if you would be: 
ſived, you muſt bz finyular men , not : 
Out of faſhion, bur our of conſcience y 
As 24, verſe 6. ; 
Uſe 2 S:condly , Here is matter. 
o of terrour toall thoſe thatbe gf opiatony"* 
Mil. thit few (ball be ſaved, and therefore j 
| il wien thzy are convinced of the danger | 
| | « of {in by the word, they fly to this (hel-.: 
; 
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ter, if I be damned, it will be wo to. 
many Mor belides me than I; as? 
though 


——— 
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—rma_n 


by though molt ſhould not be damned, 
eF Ok yes, the moltof them that ji:ve in 
Þ the Church » ſhall periſh, And this 


F made an Hermit, hich Theodoret 
mentions , to live fittezn years 10 a 
WCcilina defolaie wilderneſs, withno- 
F thing but bread and water , and yer 
f doavied after 2ll his forrow , whether 
E he ſhould be ſaved or no. Oh, Gods 


f Þ wrath is heavy, which thou ſhalr one 


| day bear. 
1 þ Ui: 3. Thirdly, This miniſtceth ex- 
2 ON to all confident people, that 
> Þ think they believe, and ſay, they doubt 
. | not buttobe ſaved, and hence do not +» 
» | much fear death. Oh learn hence to 
| F ſuſped and fear your Eſtates., and fear 
it > much ,that thou canſt not be quier, *: 
until thou haſt got ſome aſſurance 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. When Chriſt toid 
F. his Diſciples, that one of them ſhould 
betray him, they all fatd , Maſter, is 

it [? but if he had faid , eleven of 
| them ſhould betray him , all except 
WM one, wonld they not all conclude, 

p pore! itis [? If theLord had ſaid, on- 
Tate {tall be damned , every man. 
mig r tear, It may be itis1; butnow 


- > Tadr 
” 
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he ſairh, moſt ſhall, every man may ut 
' out and ſay, Surely tis I. No humbh 
| heart, þur is driven to aud fro with ma 
' © Dy ſtinging fears this way , yet there ii 
a generation of preſumptuous brazen 
f:::2, bold people , that confidently 
think of themſelves; as the Fews of the 
Phariſees, ( being (o holy and ſtric} 
that if God ſave Fa two 1 the World; 
they ſhall make one. ] 
The Child of God indeed is bold as a 
Lyon ; but he hath Gods Spirit and pro- 
miſe, afluring him of his cternal wel- 
fare. But I ſpeak of divers that hays 
no found ſes to prove this pointy 
( which ti:ey pecniciouſly defend ) that 
they ſhall beſaved. This confident hus 
mour rageth moſt of all in our Old prod 
feſſors at large, who think, thar is. 
jeſt indeed, thac having beea of a. pood 
bel:et ſolong, that they now ſhould be 
ſo far behind hand , as to begin th 
work, and lay the foundation anew! 
And not on]y among theſe, but amongf 
divers ſorts of people, whom the Ve: 
vil never troubles, becauſe he is ſure ol 
them already, and therefore cryes peace 
in their cars, whole conſcieace nevet 


troubles? 


ray 
* 
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 erouble them , becaulſe chat hati ſhut - 
its eyes 3 and hence they Heep , and 

fleeping dream , char God 1s mercitul 
unco them , and will beſo; yer never 
ſee they are deceived , until tacy awake 
with tae flames of Hell about their ears, 
'And the world troubles them not, they 
have their hearts deſire h-fe, becauſe 
they are friends toit, and ſoenemies to 
God. And Miniſters never trouble 
them, forthey have none ſuch as are fit 
for that work near them ; or.if they 
have , they can fit and fleep in the 
Church , or chuſe whether they will 
| believe him. And their friends never 
trouble them , becauſe they are afraid . 
to dilpleaſe them. And God himſelf 

| never troubles them, becauſe that time 
1s to come hereatter. This one truth ' 
well pondered and thought on , may 
damp thine heart, and make thy confcit- 
ence fleein thy face, and ſay, Theuart 
theman, it may be there are better in 
Hel! chan thy ſel fchar art fo .confident , 
| and therefore tell me what haſt thou to 
ſay for thy ſelf, that thou ſhalc be fa- 
ved; in what thing haſt thou gone be- 
yoad them that thmkthey are rich, and 
G want 
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waſht from thy mire, { the poilucionſ 


well as pray. 


ſces, even twice a week, which could 


want nothing , who yet art por , blind, : 
miſcrable and naked ? : 

Objet. Thou w:lr-ſay happily, firkt 
I have lefit my fins I once hvedin, ang J 
am now nodrunkard, no (wearer; nofi 
lyar, &c, C- 

<Anſw. 1 anſwer, thou mayeſt bel 


ofthe World ) and vet be a Swine in} 


' Gods account, z Pet." 2. 20. Thout 


4 
mayelt live a blameleſs, innocent, bo-þ 
neſt, ſmooth life, and yet be a miſe- 
rable creatureſtill, Phil. 3. 6, | 
ObjeF. 2. BurIpray, and thac ofa; 
eAnſw. This thou mayeſt do, and þ 
yer never be ſaved , Iſai. 1. 11. Toh 
what purpoſe do your multitude of ſacyi-þ 
fices ? Nay , thou mayelt pray with | 
much afce&tion, with a good heart, as. 
thou thiukeſt, yet athouland miles off 
irom being ſaved, Prov. 1, 28, 
Obje&. 3. Bur I faſt ſomenmes as 


eAnſw. So did the Scribes ang Phari- 


not be pnÞlick but private fafts. And 


yet this righteouſaets couid never laye 
them. 


b Objedt, 
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Obje&. 4. Burt | hear rhe Word ot . 
God, and like the beſt preachers. 

Anſw. This thou mayeſt do too , 
and yer never be ſaved, Ezek, 33.31, 
32. Nay, thouhayeſt ſo hear, as.to 
receive much joy and comfort in liear- 
' Ing, nay, to believe andcatch hold ot 
| Chriſt, and ſo ſay and thivk hes thine, 
and ye: not be ſaved;as the ſtony ground 
did , Mat. 13. who heard the word. 
with joy , aad for a ſeaſon believed, 

\ ObjeF, 5. I read the Scriptures often. 

eAnſw, This you may do too, and 
yet never be faved; as the Phariſees, 
who were ſo perfe& in reading tic 
Bible, that Chriſt needed bur only (ay, 
It hath been ſaid of old time, for tiey 
Knew the Text and place well enough 
without 1ntimation, | 

Objet. 6. Bur I am gprieved, and 
TOR! » and repent for my fins. 
palt, - | | 

eAnſw. Judas didthus, Adatth, 28. 
he repents himſelf with a tegal repeu- 
tance for fear ofhe!l, and with a natu- 
ral ſorrow for dealing ſo unkindly wich 
Chriſt, In betraying net only of blood, 
bur innocent blood. True humiliation 


o 
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 15ever accompanied with hearty refor- 
 m at1on, | Es, 
__ Obje&. 5. Oh! butl love good men, 
and their company, 


Anſw. So did the five fooliſh Virgins" ©? 


love the company, and (at the time 
of extremity ) the very oyl and praceof 


þ- 
i 


['#: 


? 


oy, of 
P 


Ru 
- 


the wije, yet they were locked eut of : 


the gates of mercy. ED | 
Obje&. 8, Bur God hath given me 
more knowledge than others, or thau I 
my ſelf had once, i pv: 
Anſw. This thou maycſ have, and 
beable to teach orners, and think ſo 
of thy ſelf roo, Rom. 2. 18, and yet 
never be laved. OR 
 Objed4, 9. But I keep the Lords day 
ſtrialy. 
 eAnſw Sodid the Jews, whom yet 
Chriſt condemned , and were never 
faved. | 
Obje&. 10. I have very many good 
deſires and endeavours to get to 
yen. 


may have; and yet miſs of Heaven. 


Luke 13. 24. Many ſhall ſeek toen- | 


ter 1n at the narrow gate , and not be 
able, 


Hea- 
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Objed. | 
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Object, 11. Trucy thou wiit fiy, man 
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ny men do' many duties , but wikhout 


Anſw. $0 thou mayclt be, and yer 
never be ſaved, Phil. 36. a2. as 
Paul was z*alous when he was a Pha-. 
riize; andifhe was ſo for a falſe Reli- 
o:0navd a bad cauſe, why much more 
myſt thou be fora g00d cauſe; ſo 1 
[.15, as noton!y to cry out againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs inthe wicked, bur civil ho- 
neſty of others , and Hypocrifie of 0- | 
th:is; yea, evenof the coldnels of the: 
b.{t of Gods people: thou mayett be 
the fore- horſe in the theam , and the: 
ring-leader of good exerciies amonglt. 
the belt men, 2 Ctr. 24.:4+ $o 6; 
(as Jeaſha wicked Enig was the firſt 
that complained of .h- negligence of | 
his beſt officers in not repairing the 
Temple) and ſo ſtirch:m up unto 1+: 
Nay tion maycſt be io torward as tobe 
perſecuted, and not yicl.1 aninch, nor 
[:cinkin the weerting , bur maycſt mane 


any life or zeal , Iam zealous, 


fully and couragiouily (tand it cut in 


time of perſecution, as the tnorny ground ; 
did; ſo zealous thou mayeſt Þc, as ro 
like belt.of, aud to flock moſt urco the 
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moſt z-alous Preachers that fearch mens |. 
confcieace beft, as the whole Countrey *Þ 


— 


3 , * w TY ».W; "A LI "y * » &*- Y 9 I ”— y a . 
a Ra (ts .* es 
+ L4 : LY & +. v * ©. .& FY $5 

- oo 


of *udea came flocking to lohns mini- | 
firy , and delighted to hear him for a þ 
{caſon ; nay, thou mayeſt be zealous, 
as to take (weer delight in doing all #. 
theſe things. ſe. 58. 2, 3. Theyde- 
iizht in approaching near unto God, yet 
come ſhort of Heaven. | 
Obje&. 12. But thou wilt ſay, True, 
Many a map rides poſt , that breaks his 
neck at laſt ; mauy a man 1s zealots, 
but his fire 1s ſoon quenche?d, and his 
zeal ſoon ſpent , they hold not our, 
Whereas am conſtant , and perſevere 
in - godly courſes. 
eArſwm. So did that young man, yet 
le was a praceleſs man , Matth. 19, - 
verſ{. 20,  cAll theje things have | done © 
from my youth ; What lack | yet ? 
©bjeft. 13, lt 1s true-, Hypocrites 
Tay perſevere, but they know them- 3 
{-{ves to be naught all the while , and | 
ſo deceive others; but Iam perſwaded | 
thacl am in Gods favour, aid 1n a fate 
and happy eſtate, fttice I doall with a 
00d h-art for God. — | 
\ {n/w. This thou mayeſt verily think. 


of 
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i. of thy ſelf, and yet be deceived, and 

'B gamiied, and goto the Devil at laſt , 

E Prov. 14. 12. There is a way (ſaith 
Solomon) that ſcemeth right to a man 
but the end thercef is the way of death. 

þ$. For he is an Hypocrite , net only that 

F makes a ſeeming outward ſizew of what 

& he hath noc, bur alſo he hath a true 

F ſhow of what indeed there is not, The 

# fiſt ſort of Hypocrites deceive others 

E only; the latter, having ſomg inward, 

- 3Yet common work, deceive themiclves f 
too. [4.1.26 If any man ſeem to be Religi- 
045 (ſo many are, and do deceive the 
world; but it is added) decerveth his 6Wn 
foul, Nay, thou waycſt go fo fairly, 
and live ſo honeſtly , that all the beſt | 
Chriftiavs about thee may thiuk well of 
thee, and never ſuſpect thee, ard fo 
mayeft paſs through the world, and 
die with a deluded confort , that thgu 
tnalt goto heaven, and be canonized 

\ fora Saint 1n chy funeral Sermon, and 
never Know thou art counterfeit, till 
the Lord brings thee to thy ſtrict and 
laſt examination, and ſo thou receivcſt 
that dreadful S:zntence, Matth. 25, 
Go ye curſed: (o1t was with ihe five foo- 
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 1fchou. haſt t therefor 


Y - point for all thy flattcring falſe hopes þ 


from ſecking , becauſe all my labouy-* 


. *eck, and nor enter , ” therefore (ach! 


> ——_ 
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ſh Virgins , that were never diſcovered t; 
by the wiſe , nor by rELemfelves , uncil 
the gaie of grace was ſhut upon them :.& 
no better eviden-$ 
ces to ſhew for thy («lf that thine eſtate Þ 
15 good , than theſe, lenot giveapins | 


of being ſaved: burit may be thou haſt. 
never yer come ſo faras to this pitch;and. 
1;inot, Lord ,>what will become of | 
thee; Suſpect hy ſc1f much, and when. } 
in this Sh: pwiack of ſouls, rHou ſect fo 
many thouſands fink , cry out , and. | 
conclude, it is a wotder of wonders, 
and a thouſand to one , 1+ ever thou. | 
come late to ſhore, 
Uſe 3. Oh! {tive then to be one of 
them he {hallbe ſav:d, thoug! 11t coſt. 
ther thy blood, and the lots of all that.; 
thou haſt; labcur to co beyord al! thoſe- 
that go fo Tas: and y et peri{h at the laſt, © 
Do pot fay , that {: eing (o fow {hall be, 
ſaved, thereiore this diſcourageth me-. 


may be 12 vain, Confider. that Chriſt, 
t; ;ere makes anott er and better uſe of it, -} 
Like 13. 34, Sceing that man 5 Thalt | 


he). 
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he) ſtrive to enter j1 at tre ſtrait gate, © 
yen-ure at leaſt , and try what the Lord 
will do for thee. 

Obje&t, Wherein dog: aChild of God, - 
( and ſo now may TI} go beyond thele. 
Hypocrites that go ſo fac? a 8 Toth 
Anſw. ln tice thirigs principally. * 
Ficſt, No varegenc- 
rate man, ithoupa he Mere a child. 
o0 never ſo far , let of God goeth be- 
him do never {o much, youd an hypocrite 
but he lives in ſome | 
one 13 or other, ſecret or open , little- 
or great, Judas went far ,. but he was 
covetous, Herod went far , burte Jo- 
ved his Heronias, Every Dog hath his: 
kennel, every Swine hath his (will, and. 
every wicked man his Juſt; for ny un-. 
reg>nerate man hath traition of God ro: 
content him;and rhereis no mans heart, 
bu: it muſt have ſome good to con-ent. 
it; which 'gond 13rc be found only in 
the fountatu of all good, and thar is- 
God; or inthe ciltety, and thar is in' 
the creatures: hence a man havng loſt- 
ju'! content 1n God, be ſeeks for and: 
ſecds upon contentment in the creature, . 
which he makes a god to him , and here: 
Ss - lyes: 
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vein 


ſilver, and commend themſelves for 


their prod deſires; 1 fay, alkthem, if - 


they haveno ſin; Yes, ſay they, who 
can |:ve without fin, So they pive way 
tofrn, and therefore live in fin; Nay, 
commonly , all the duties, prayers, 
care, and zeal ofthe beſt hypoctites, are 
rofidea luſt, asthe whore in the Pro- 
verbs, thatwipes her mouth, and goes 


tothe Temple, and pays her vows: or 


to feed their luſts, as Febu his zeal a- 
o1117{t Baa! was to get a Ki:rgdom. 


There remains a root of bitterneſs in 


the b:ſt hypocrites, which h>wſoever 
i£ be lopr off ſowetiares by ſickneſs or 


bForrovur of conſcience ,+and a iman hath 
parrofes never ro commit it agaty , yer 


f : c , . 
theie it ſecretly Jurks , and thovg) it 


(eemerh to be bound and conquered by. 
tir Ti-erds, or by prayer, OT by cu ward 
 Crofes, cor while the hand of Gog 15 u- 
For a man, Fer the inward ſtiergth | 
2nd rower of if temains Riily ang there- 
q: 


{#jrer gre un this man avain , he 
j 
LL 


y 0s, Fieaiſes, bands of 
: Go: 


Aces iis Juſt or ftio, which he mult needs 
Hence, aſk thoſe men rl:at go 
very far, and take their penuy for gocd-, 
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Gud, and will: ſave the lite of bis bu. 
Secondly , No go eo 3h OT 
Wenn cEver came to Le poo! 10 fpirtt, 
21d ſo to be carricd wut of all dutics uB- 
to Chiiſt: }fit were poſt. ble for them 
tO det and breck looſe for ever 
jrom al! fin, yet here they ſick actte 
ſcribes and Phariſces, ard fo like zea- 
Jous Pex! before his converficn, they 
f:1tcd, ard prayed, ard kept the Sab- 
Lath, but they reſled 111 their Jegal 110h- 
eel eſt, ard in the performance of 
ih ſeardike ike duties, Toke the bel 
Þ 1p TH catl at bath the mefſt troy per-. 
iwiGers of Gods love to}im, avd aik 
him: » WFY Le F Gpes IC be fryd ; Le 
V1 | at.ivict, 171a3, read, hear, love 
c:) Gur cf thee (ms of the 1me. 
[219 acai, that an Kypocrite 
may Is n þ the je ſtairs, 3nd £o as far. 
He wilt rep'y, Trveiraced, butti.cy 
do rot what i} ey gu v :þ :. found } carr, 
but tobe fcenof men. Mack new how 
theſe men feel a cood beartin ithem- 
ſet: ES, ang 11 211 ih:11 £5 ; hey av ; ard 
therclore fee] not a wort © [all good , 
which 1s poverty "of fririt , aud 
tlerefort l ere they fall ſhort, 1/a. 66. 
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-ward for the worſhip of God in the- 2? 
Temple, bur God loaths theſe, becauſe: x 
not poor in Spirit , to them only itis ſaid, | 
The Lord wilt look. I have feen many F 
profeſſors very forvzard for all good du- ? 
ties, bucas ignorant of Chriſt, when % 
they are ſt ed, as blocks. Andifa Þ 
man (asiew do) know rio: Chriſt, he 4 
mult ceft in his du! 38s; becauſe he knows * 
10: Chriſt, to whom he muſt go and- 7, 
| be carried, 1f ever Fe be ſaved, Ihave 7 
heard ofaman,that being condenined to- 
de, thovght to be ſaveg from the Gal-- 
bows ., and-ro ſave himſeif from hang- + 
ID.» by acertain gift, he aid, he had [ 
Of ww atithog; ſo meu fFeek to ſave rl;ecm- 
ſeives by: their git s of knowledge, gifts 
Gi memory » gitts-of prayer , and when: ' 
they (ce they -muſt die for th-ir fins, this . © 
is the rnin of many a {oul, char though 
he torſake Egypt and his fins, and Acſh- 
Pots there, "And will never be ſo as he: 
ha:h been, yet he never cometh into © 
Canaan, but looſeth himſelf and his ſoul: --* 
in a wilderneſs. of many duties, and. 
there periſheth. 
Thirdly , If any unregenerate man: - 
come unro Chriſt, heenever goes into 
Chriſt. , that is. , never takes up his e- 
ternal 


**t 


; 


= 
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icrral reſt and lodging in any thing*elſe © 
but feſus Chriſt, Heb. 4. 4. Judas fol- 
lowed Chriſt for the bag, he would have 
the bag and Chriſt toa;, Tle young man 
came unto Chriſt to be his Diſciple, but 
he would have Chriſt and the world too; 
they will not content themſelves 
wich Chriſtalone, nor with the world 
al: ne, but make their markets out of 
both, like whoriſh wives, that will 
pleale their zhuſbands and others too,. 
Men in difffels of conſcience, if they. 
bare corffort from Chiiſt , they are 
contentgd ; 1f they have ſalvation from 
hell bt hriſt, they are contented; but 
Chit himfelt contents them not, 
Fas far an Hypocrite goes not, So- 


FT. h for the ti: ſt Doctrine 8 obſeryed 
© Favcofthc Text. 
- 1 Doct. 2. That thoſe that are ſaved *Y 
ff © are ſaved with much difficulty: or it is @ 


wonderful hard thing to be ſaved. 
The gate 1s ſtrait , atid therefore a 
man mult ſweat and ſtrive to enter ,. 
both the catrance is difficult , and the. 
progreſs of ſalvarion too. Jeſus Chriſt 
1s r:Ot got with a wet finger, Ir is not 
wiſhing and deficing to be ſaved, will 
bring men to heayen; heils mouth is 
on CES. 
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full of good wiſhes. Ir is nat ſhedding 
a'tear at a Sermon, or blubbering now 
and then ina corner, and ſay overthy 


prayers, andcrying,God,meicy for ns, 


: | =] . 
w1ll ſave thee, Itis not Lord Laye rr er- 


cy upon us, Will do thee geod. Itis 
not coming conſtecitly to Church, theſe _ 


are eahe matters, But it 1s a tough 
work; a worderful Þard ratter to be 
ſaved, 1 Pet. 18, Ecticethe wey 


to heaven iscompared to a yoce, where. 


a man muſt jut forth all } js firer.g:h, 


and ſtreich every limb, ard zl! to pet 
forward. 


Herce a Chriſtans i:ie 
is compated to wreſtling. Eph. 6. 
12, All the policy ard power of hell 
buckle rogether 2oainſt- a Chiiſtian , 
therefore he muſt lock to þ:mFelf,, cr 
elſe he falls, Hei.ce it js cemparcd to 
fehting, 2 Tim. 4. 7. a man muſt feb: 
aoainſt tte Devil, ihe T1 crld, hinijelf, 
ho ſhoo! pcyfoned bullets in the foul; 
where a man muſt kill or be kilied, Cad 


hath not lived the wey 10 Chiift with. 


velvet, ror {irewed it with rnfhbes; Fe 
will never fecd a fioihful humour in 


man, whowill be ſaved, 11 Chriſt ard 


heaven would drop in their menihs, 21id 


1{ any woule beal their charges thytFer;. 
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* 1Ff Chriſt might be bought for a few 
cold wiſhes and lzzic deſires, he would 
be of {mall reckoning amongſt men, 
who would ſay , Lightly come, lightly 
'' go. Indeed Chrifts yoke ts cafie init 
} ſelf, and whena man is got into Chriſt, 
( - nathing is ſo ſweet; but for a cargal 
| dull heart, 1gys bard ro draw init; for 
; There are {our ſtrait 
| g1res,which every one 
moſt paſs through be- 
fore he can eater Into 
beaten. ; 
 Thereis 1.the ſtrait gate of Humiliation: 
Gc4 (aves wone bnt 1.:echambles them; 
ncwitis kardro paſs through the gates. 
ai:dflzmesof hell, fora heartas ſtiff ag 
2 ſtock ro bow, 2s hard as a ſtone to 
. bleed forthe leaſt prick, not to mourn 
; for one fin, butall fins, andnot for a 
P fit, but all a mans life time. Oh, it 
is hare fora manto ſuffer himſelf ro be 
 loaden with fin , and preſled to death 
' forfin; fo as never to love ſin more, 
* burro ſpit in the f2ce of that which he 
ence loved asdearly as his life : Itisea- 
{ic cOArMP 2 tear Ot tWoO, and*be-Ser- 
mon tics, bur to have a heartrent for 
"n, and fiom fin, this is true humilia- 
ten, audihisis hard. 2, The 


0 


Four ſtrait gates to 
be paſſed 
before je canen- 

ter into heaven. 
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2, The ſtrait gate of Faith, Epheſ, 1. 
1.3, its an eafie matter to preſume, bur 
hard to believe in Chriſt. It is eafie for 
a man that was never humbled to be. 
lieve and (ay , it's but believing : but it 
15an hard matter for a man Tables, 
when. he ſceth all his fins in order be- 
fore him , the Dewil and conſcience 
roaring apon him, anFcrying out a- 
—_ him , and God frowaing upon 

im, now to call God Father , 1s an 
hard work, Judas had rather be hang- 
ed than believe, Itis hard ro ſcea Chriſt: 
as a Rock to ſtand upon , when we are 
overwhelmed with ſorrow of heart for 
fin, Iris hard to prize Chriſt above ten 
thouſand Worlds of pearl: it's hard to. {þ 
defire Chriſt, and nothing but Chriſt; 
hard to follow Chriſt all the day long, 
and never be quiet til] he 1s gotinthine - 
arias, and then with Simeon to ſay, Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy [ervant depart in peace. - 

- .3- The ſtrait gate of Repentance, It 
IS an cafie matter fora man to confeſca. 
mans felf to bea fianer, and cry to God *' 
forgiveneſs until aext time: but to have 
a bitter ſorrow; and ſo to turn from all. 
ſia, and;to return to God and all rhe 
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{- ayes of God, which 1s rue repentance 
f Indeed ; this is hard. | 
x 4. The ſtrait gate of oppoſitions. of 
{ -.Devils, the World , and a mans own 
| ſelf, who knock a man down when he 
' begivsra looktowatrds Chriſt and hea- 
F ven. | a 
 _* Hencelearn, that cvery cafie way to 
'? © heaven is a falſe way , al:hough mini- 
{% Kers ſhovld preach it out of their Pul- 
i pi:s, and Angels ſhould publiſhit out 


of heaven, 

Now there are vine eahe ways to hea» 
ven (as men thick ) all which lead to. 
hell. _ : 

1. The common CE 
broad way , Wherein The falſe wayes 

a whole Parifh may all to heaven diſco- 
_ goabreadthinit: tell wvered. 

.theſe people they ſhall 
- be damned,ztheir an{wer is, then woe to 

zany more bcſhdes me, 

2. The way of civil Editcation, where- 
by many wild natures are by litile and 
little ramed, and like wolves chained 
up e#hily while theyare yourg, 
3. Balaams way of good wilſkegs,, ; 
whereby many people will confeſsctheir - : 

; Ign0- 
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| wiſhes - 


SC" 
— 


Ignorance, forgetfulneſs, and that they 
cannot make ſuch ſhews as others do, 
bur they thank God their hearts are as 


good , and God for his part accepts 


( they ſay ) the will for the deed; and, 
My ſongive me thine heart:the heart is all 
Inall, and ſolong they hopeto do well 
enough, Poor deluded creatures thus 
think ro break through armies of ſins, 


Tevils;temptatiens,and to break open the 


very gates of heaven with a few good 
they think to come to their 
journeys end without legs, becauſe their 
hearts are good to God. | 

4. The way of formality, whereby 


men reſt in the performance of moſt or 


of all external duties wichout inward 
life, Mark. 1. 14, Every man muſt 
have ſome Religion , ſome fig leaves 
to hidetheir nakedneſs. Now thisR- 1gi- 
on mult either be the true Religion or 
the falſe one ;,if the truce, he muſt ei- 


ther take up the power of ir , but that he 


will not, becauſe it is burdenſom: or the 


form of it, and this being eaſie, men 
embrace it as their God, and will rather 


loſe their lives , 'than their Religions 
thus taken up, This form of Religion 
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14 the cafieſt Keligion in the World; 
partly , becauſe- 1t caſeth men of trou- 
ble of conſcience quieting that : Thou 


haſt ſinned, ſaith conſcience, and God 


- isoffcnded; take a book and pray, keep 


thy conſcience better , and bring thy 
Bible withthee, Now conſcience is {t- 
lent, beirg charmed. down with the 
form of Religion, as the Devil isdriven 
away (as they (ay ) with holy water; 
partly , alſo becauſe the form of Relt- 
gioneredits a man; partly becaule it 1s 
eake1n it (elf , its of a light carriage z 
being bur the ſhadow and piCture of che 
ſubſtance of Religion: as now , what 
an caſie matter is1t, to come to Church? 
They- hear ( at leaſt outwardly ) very 
attentively an hour and more, and then 
toturntoaproof, and totaru downa 
leaf, here 1s the form. But now-to 
ſpend Saturday at night , and all the 
whole Sabbath day morning in trim- 
ming the Lamp, and in getting oyl in 
t::eic heart to meet the bridegroom the 


n:xrday, and ſo meet him in the word, 


and therefore to tremble at the voice of 
God, and ſuck the breaſt while it is 0- 
pen, aud when the word is gone , to 
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I5o Tye Sincere Convert, 
goalide privatly , and there ro chew 


_ upon the word, there to lainen: with 
tears, all the vain thoughts in du'ies, 


deadneſs 1n hearing » this is hard , be- 
caule this is ihe power of godlincls : and 
this men will not take up: ſo for pri- 
vate prayer , what-an caſie matter 1s it 
foc a man to ſoy over a few prayers out 
of ſome devout book, or to rep:at lome 
ol1 prayer got by heart fince a child, or 
to have two or three ſhorr-winded wi- 
{hes for Gods mercy in the mornivg 
Ing and at night ? this form is ezfie-; 
but now to prepare the heart by ſerious 


meditation of God and mans (elf-before 


he prays ; | then to come to God with a 
bleeding hunger- ſtarved: heart, not on- 
ly witha defire, butwith a warrant, I 


mult have ſuch or ſuch a mercy, and. 


rhere to wreitle with God, al:hough 
it be an hour or two toget!.er for a ble(- 


fig, thisis too hard ; men thiok none 


do this , and therefore they will nor. 
Fifchly , The way of Preſumption , 


whereby men having ſeen their ſins, 


catch hold eafily upun Gods metcy, and: 
ſnatch comforts, before they are reach- 
ei] out unto them, There 1s ng word 
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bearts A though they do not act it 1n 


would :earoitaer, 1f Gol will alwar's 
thunder, they will alwayes pray 3 if 


promiſes enough, that they ſhall Le 
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of comfor in ihe bunk ot God 1nteu- 
ded tor ſuch as regard iniquity im thetr 


their lives. Taerr only comforr 1s, that 
the ſencence of damnation 1s not yet. 
executed upon them, | Es. 
Sixthly, The way of ſloth, where- 
by men lyeſtill, and ſay, God muſt do, 
all; Ifthe Lord would ict up a Pulpit 
ar the Ale-houle door, 1t may bethey 


{ſtrike them now and then with fickaets, 
God {hall be payed with good works $&_ 


better if they live; but as long as peace - 
laſts, they will runco hell as faſt as they 
cat, aud if God will not catch them , 
they care not, they will not return. 
Seventhly, The way of careleſneſs , 
waen men feel!ing many difficulcies,, 
paſs rhrough ſome of them, bur not all; 
and wnat they cannot get now, they 
tced rhemſelves with a falſe hope they 
ſhall hereafter: they are contenr to l e 
call:d precifians, and fools and crazie 
brains , bur they want brokenaeſs of 
heart ; and they will pray, (it may be) 
for 
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' great deal of rrouble and oppoſition in 
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T for it, and paſs by that difficulty ? but {| 
| to keep the woundalwayes open, this } 
| they will uor do, ro be alwayes fighing {7 
| for lielp, and-never to. give themſelves * 
reſt, cill rheir hearts are humbled; that * 
they will not, theſe have 4 name to live, q 
| yet are dead, ' 6 - 
Eighthly, The way of moderation, or = 
honeſt diſcretion, Rev. 3. 16. which 
/ indcedis norhing , butluke-warmneſs 
| of the ſoul , and that is, whena man 
|  Contrives and cuts our ſuch a way to | 
| heaven, as he may be hated of none, 


bur pleaſe all, and ſo do any thingfor | 
aquiet life,and ſo fleep ina whole (kin. * 


- The Lord faith, He that will live godly, | 


muſt ſuffer perſecution. No , not ſo., 
Lord. Surely {think they) if men were 
diſcreet and wiſe , it would prevent a 
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good courſes; this man will commend 
thoſe that are molt zealous, 1f they were * 
bur wile; it he meet wich a black ©. 
mouth'd {wearer , he will not reprove #7 
him, left he be diſpleaſed with-him ;\ 
if he meet with an honeft man, hee'l : 
yield to all he faith , that fo he ay # 
commend him ; and when he meets ** ! 
TE them | 
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; them both together , they {hall be bo.h 
} alike welcome (what ever he thinks ) 
+ to iis houſe and cable, becauſe he would 
* Cain bear peace Withall men. | 
+ Ninthly, and laſtly, The way of 
© ſelf-love,whereby a man fearing rertbly 
} heſhall be damned, uſcth diligently all 


.- (elf, and then to follow 


- amt ſo few ſaved by Chriſt , it is from 


- dy*, and periſh everlaſtingly , is be- ' 


{> cl Matth. 23. L7. Ho. I3 9. 


. 2 Ps 
© wn a Co IE 
+4 he. > . C 


meaus whereby he {:;all be ſaved; Here 
is the ſtrongeſt difficulty of 

all, to row againſt the The waz of 
ſtream, and to hate a mans ſelf-loye, 
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Chriſt fully. 
I now come to the ſixth generalhead, 
| propoled in order to be conſidered, 
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, | " Hat the grand cauſe of mans eternal 


ruin, or why ſo many are damned 


themſelves, Ezck. 3;. 11. why will 
ye dye ? FY S 5 
The'great cauſe why ſo many people 


cauſe they will; every man that periſh=- 
eth, is is own butcher , or murthe= 


this 
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154 The Sincere Convert, 
this isthe point we purpoſe to proſecute 
ar re preſent. '3 
_ Queſt. The queſtion here will be, | 
| how men plot aud pertect their owa | 


Inin ? <4 
eAnſw.. By rheſe four principal - 
—__ means, wiucn 6 EI 

How many great Rocks that moſt me 
plot their are (plxupon, and Sear 
own ram. nec:{hry lyeth upoa every 4 

man co know them; for. :' 
when a powd:r ploc 1s diſcovered , the : 
dang cisalmoſt palt; Lay, as ; 
theſe tour cauſes of mans eternal oWr- 
throw , whica I {hall handle JargeF, 
and make auf? of every particular reaſon 
Wien it is $108 2ned and finithed; 

Firſt, By reaſon of charbioody black 
zgnoranxce of men, wh: red chouſfands - 
remain wofully :gaocanr of theic ſp;ri> $ 
tual eltate., no: knowing how the caſe, 
ſtands between God and their ſouls, bur 
thinking themielves co b:'well en »ugh :| 
already , chey neyer ſeek 0 come out of: þ t 
their miſery till chey periſh in it, þ 

Secondly, By reafou of mens carnal. 
ſecurity, pn:ting th2 evil day fac from | 
them , whereby they fel aot their $ 

= tear- þ 


fearful thraldom , and ſo never groan 


ro come out of the flavith bondage of 


fin and Saran. 
— Thirdly , By reaſon of mans carnal 
confidence , whereby they ſhift co ſave 


themſelves by their own duties and per- 


- formances when they. feel it. 
Fourthly , By reaſon of mans bold 


preſumption , whereby men ſcramble ro 


' ſave them(ſelyes by their own ſeeming 


faith, when they ſee an inſufficiency 11 


_ duties, and an unwWorthineſs in them- 


{elves for God to (ave them. 
I$yill begin with the firſt Reaſon,and 
diſCover the firſt train, 


whereby men blow up Ipnorance the firjt 
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themſelves, which is general reaſon of 


this: They know not mans ri, 
their miſery, nor that _ 

fearful accurſed forlorn eſtate wherein 
they lye; but think and ſay they ſhall 
do as well as others; and therefore when 
any friend perſwadeththem ro come out 
of it, and {hews them the danger of re- 


matningin ſuch a condirion >, what's 


th-Iiran{wer? [tray you ſave your breath 
to cocl your broth, Every Fat ſhall ſtand 
en tis own bottom , let me alone, Ihopel 
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- owe a ſoul; to ſave, as. well as. you, and ſhall * 

245 carefir! of rt as jou ſhall or can be, you": 
{ball no; anſwer for my ſoul; TI bype [ {ball |} 
da as wwellas the preciſeſt of: you all. Hence Y* 
- likewiſe , ifth= Miniſter come home to-1 


- themzthey go home with hearts full off 


 H1r-cryes agninſtx the man , and their 
TONSUET dipct {1 \Zall againſt the Serinon, © 
- Goa be mercifu! ancous, if all this be 
true, here's harſh Dofrine, enough. 
to make? 2 m2n cun oat of his wits, and F 
ro dityv: mon ro: deſpair, Thas they Y* 
know 807 tier NUT R and aot Know- | 
107 ( chey are Joſt and condemneMgrea- 1. 
A oy the everlaſting wrath 'ofF 
3d.) Tiey never ſeek, pray, ſirive, 
or folidy th* means whereby they may. 
come outof ir, and{operiſhinir, aud, 
never know tt, till they awake with, 
the James of kell abour cheir ears. They: 
wilack nowledge indced many of them); 
154tall men ace born in a molt miſerable 
eftae, Tar os never apply particular} 
ly that geveral truth to themelves, ſays 
ng, Lon theman, Lam now under Gods 
wrath aud may be ſuatchr away by 


d:atn every hour, and then lam un? 
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The Sincere Convert. T 57 , 
Now there ate two forts. of pcople- 

thatare / gas of this: their miſery. 

T Eicſt, The common fort of prophianes- 

ge blockiſh, ignoranr people. 


hollow profeſſors. athathavea.Peacocks 
pride, that think themſelves fair, and 
19a very good elirate, though they | Nave 
bur ene feather on their craft to boaſk of, 

I will begin with the ficlt fort., 
| ſhew you tae reaſon; _ they are iz- 
'J. noraat of theic miſery, that 15, for theſe 
four Reaſons, 


'F theElaving meansof knowledg>, There 
1s 20 faichful Miniſter, no compaſhto» 
_nate Lot to tell chem of fire and brim- 
{tone from -h2aven for their crying fins; 


flood, there is no Mecſlenger to bring 


4 «them ridings of thoſe Armies of Gods 


'haveno hoy poor forſaken creatures ro 
| ſhewthem their rocks; they have either 


. becauſe the Pariſi is roo poor z OT the 
 Charch- -Itying to0 great to maintain a 
| þ 4 faith. 


” op: 
oY 


ang 


devouring Plague: and wrath, thar are 
| approaching near unto them; they 


no Min: cer at all roteach them ,either 


Secondly, The finer fort of unſound _ 


#4:it; Sometimes becauſe chey Fane - 


tnerets no Noah to forewara chem of a 


. 


« "PS | 
— — - — 
. 


| 
' 
1 


__ 
—_ 


"i 
Hs $- 
1 
\& k. 
\P 
* ! 
i 5. 
S | 
| 
' 
| 
1 


- 
« 
—_— IC —_r_ ER = 
. 


m——_—— — m— - WIT. oy — _ 
_ 
Ld raA7 ” > ww 


ks. Dh. yy '” 
” 


” - -_ uy —_ 
. 
s.— a gy wr 
no 
——— 
# 


——ro_— 


aus 


To. 


—"w——— —— _T———_ 


—_—_——— 


——. Pw W— 


= 
40 0 o 
. 


o 
LL wx © — P_—_— * 
” TP II PIR rr om wary oo rr en RC er ER 


-_ Ce 
o 


naw—ug vo ot o 
"F 


——_ -- 2 a 
o x 


- - 4 . *” ' S 
- CES A CO -— —_— — SL TS. - 
.* 


hn a. _ 
j- > <p er e_—_—_— yy yy 


—_— 


——o A. mace  dooarcio oe  acrunorocuo 
= 
% 


- 
— . - 


—_— —— ———— 
—_y IT 
ctines 
v Io oa wm — A —w—— 
. , & 


_--. 


x pen > 


_T5$. The $ inter e Convert. F 
faichiul man' (the ſtrongeſt Aﬀles carry- 3 


_ 1vg the greateſt burth-os commonly) O- 
woful Phyſicians! ſometimes they be 2 


propnane, & tannot healthem ſelyes and : ; 


ſometimes they be ignorant, and know }: 
not what to preach, unleſs they, ſhould * 
tollow the ſteps of Maſter Latimers | 
Fryer ; or at the beſt, they ſhoot off a }; 


few pot-guns apainſt grols ſins; orif 
they do ſhew men their miſery, they 
::k them whole again with ſome com- #; 


forcable ill-app!yed ſen:ence (hnt I hope |: 
berter things of yoo, my brethren) the 3; 


mans Patron may happily ſtorm elſe. | 
Orelſe they ſay commonly , thou haſt , 

\. finned , bur comfort thy ſelf, deſpair $ 
nat, Chrift hath ſuffered ; and thus .# 
fin over the wonnd,, 2nd let it feſter F 


within for want of cutting it deeper; 1 


lay therefore, becauſe they want a Þ 


faithful warchman to cry fire, fire, in Þ. 


thar ſleepy eſtate of fin and darkneſs | 
wherein they lye; therefore whole 


Towns , Pariſhes, generations of menz-- : 


are burnt up , and pzriſh miſerably, F 
Lam. 14 -— 2 
Secondly , Becauſe they have no leas., 
ſure to conſider of their miſery z when 
_ 77. .- m_ 
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they have the means of revealing 1t unto 
themgas FrlixzAQs 24.25. Many a man 
hath many a bitter pill given him ata 
Sermon, but ke hath no lciſure tro chew 
npon it. One man is taken up with 
ſurrs iv Law; aud another almoſt caten 
up with ſuretyſhip , and catking cares 
how to pay his debts, and provide for 
his owa ; another hath a great charge 


7-” and few friends, and he ſaith the world 


ts hard, and hence, like a Mole, roots 
in the catth , week dayes and Sabbath= 
dayes , the world thus calling them on 
onefide, and luſts on the other, and 
the Devil on: the other fide ; they have 
no leifure to conſider of Death, Devil, 
God, nor themſelves, Hell, nor Hea- 
ven, The Miniſter cryes and knocks - 
without, but there is ſuch a noiſe and 
number of rumulcuons. lufts and vain 
thoughts in-their hearts and heads, that 
all good thoughts are ſad unwelcome 
gucfts , and are knocke down pre- 
ſeatly. mh 

Thirdly, Becauſe if they have leiſure, 
they are afraid ro know it, Hence peoe 
ple cry out of Miniſters, that they damn 
all , and will hear them no more, and 
H. 3 they 


b 


160 The Sjncere Convert, 
they will not be ſuch fools as to believe 


all thar ſach ſay; the reaſon is, they are 


aftaid to know the worſt of themſelves; 
they are afraid robe cut , andtherefore 
catnot endure tte Chyrurgion ; they 
think tobe troubled in mind as otheis 
are » i6 the very high rode to deſpair ; 
and therefore 1f they do hear a tale 
now.-one after hearing of a Sermon 


_ viewdiſtracted, or drowned or hang- 


£&d himſelf, it ſhall be an item, and a 
warning to them as lorg as they live, 
for troubling their heads abour ſuch 


matters, Men of guilty conſciences 


{ hence ) flie from the face of God , as 


priſoners from the Judge, as debtors 


from ihe Creditor. Bur if the Lord of 
kcfts can catch you, you mult and ſhall 


| feel with horrour of heari tbat which 


you fear a. little. 


y . p roo of 64 ; 
Fe a LR 8 


Fourthly, Becauſe it they be free from | 


this fooliſh fear , they cannot ſee their . | 
miſery, by reafon that they look upon þ 
their eſtates through falle glaſſes, and . 


by verive of many falſe principles in 


their. minds, they cheat them ſelves. 


Fd 


Which fallePrinciplesaretheſeprin- 
pally: I will bur name them, 
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Firſt, They conrceive, God tFat mace 
them will not be Jo crucl as to damn 
_—:..--- Fe 

Secondly, Becauſe they fee] no m1 

ſery (butare very well) therefore chey .. *. 


" . v2? __ : \ a. - » > ket a0 


+ fear hone. —- ES 

? Thirdly, Becauſe God bleſſeth them 

= inthen outward eſtates, un their corn, 
7 children, calling, friendg,, ©'c. would 
© God bleſs them ſo 1f he did nor -love 


them? 
? Fonrthly, Becauſe they think fin to 
:  benogreatevil, forall ate ſinners, jor 
# this cannot miſchieve them, 

f Fifthly, Becauſe they think Gods 
mercy is above all his works; thoogh fin 
be vile , yet conceiving God to be all 
mercy, ali honey, and no Juſtice, they 
think they are well. © 

Sixthly, Becauſe they think Chrift 
dyed for all ſinners, and thcy confeſs 
themſelves tobe great ones, | 

Seventhly , Recauſe they hope well, 
aud ſo think to bave wel). 

Eightly, Becauſethey do as moſt do, 
vwhonever crying out of their fins while 
they lived, and dying like Lambs, ar 
laft ckey doubt nor for their parts, bur 

H 4 | done 
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doing as ſuchdo , they ſhalldyec happily 


as others have done, 


Nintbly , Becauſe their deſires. and. 


hearts are good, as they think. | 


Tenthly, Becauſe they do aS well ae A. 
Gol will gives them grace, and ſo God 


15190the fault only, if they periſh, 


Theſe are the reaſons and grounds u- 


pon which 
ceived, | 

Now it followeth to ſhew the 
ground , on Which the. finer ſort mil- 
carty. 

Secondly , Hollow profeſſors. cheat 
and cozen their own fouls. It is in our 
Church , as it 1s in an old Woodz-where 
there are many tall Trees ,. yetcut them 


prophane people are de- 


and ſearch them deeply , they prove. 


pithleſs, ſaplefs, hollow, unſound 


Creatures. Theſe men twiſt rheir.own._ 


. Tuin with a finer thread, and can jug- 
ole better than the common ſort, and 


caſt miſts befote their own eyes, and fo. | 
It 1s Miniſters | 


cheat their own' ſouls. 


ficſt work to turn men from darkneſs. . 


unto his light, eA&s 26. 18. andthe © 
f fin, 
Jobn \F 


Spirits fieſt work to convince men © 
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%ohn.16.9. and there- | 
fore 1t's peoples main 7 yn wie 44 
work to know the ; Fronens " | 
worlt At firſt of TYery ſpiritua | of 
themſelves. A 
Now thecauſe of their mene.miſta- 
king is threefold, HEL 
Firſt, The ſpiritual madneſs and 
drunkenneſs of their underſtanding. 
Secondly, The falſe baſtard peace be- 
got and nouriſhed in the Corſcrence. 
Thicdiy , The flie and ſecret diſtem- 
pers of the will. DE 
Firſt, There are theſe ſeven drun- 
ken diſtempers in the nnderſtanding 
or mind , of man whereby he cemeth: 
to be moſt miſerably deceived. 
Firft, The underſtandings eArrogan- 
cy. You ſhall never ſee a man mean and 
vile 1n his ewn eyes deceived, P/al. 
25. 9. but a proud man or weman is 
often cheated, Bſth. 6. 6. Henceproud 
Haman thought ſurely he was the man. 
whom the K ing would honour, when in 
truth ir was.intended for poor Mordecay.. 


_ - For pride-having once overſpread the: 


mind, it ever hath this property , it 
makesa penny ſtand for a pound, a ſpark 
c iS 
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hough 1poor man, he was never g.ven 


to wine, or women. He magnihieth þ. 
himſelf for this title, and ſo deceives # 
and over-reckons himſelf, There are {| 
your Briftol-ſtones [ike Diamonds, and $ 


many cheaters cozen Country. folks 


_ with them that defire to be fine, aud 


know not what Diamonds are.So many 


« Og is % s 3. . Ne. 
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is blown uptoa flame, it makes a great I 
matter of-a lirtle ſeeming grace, and - 
therefore the proud Phariſee, when he. | | 
cameo reckon with bimſelt, he takes 

. his poor counter, that is, 1 am not as k 
othe; ions Nor As tius puolican, and ſers 
þ— Trdown for 1c00. poutd, that is, ke Þ 

fteems of himſelf as a very rich man *'Þ 
- forit'+ SO many.a man, becauſe he hath F 
me good thing in biwfelf, as he is F 
grey to the poor , he is arrue man, K 


menare deſirous .to be boneſt ard to be *| 
reputed fo , not knowing what true þ 
Trace means ; therefore Briflol- tones þ 
are pearls in their eyes, Alittle ſeem- K 


ing grace thines ſo bright in their eyes, | 
-thar trey are balf bewirched by it, to. F 


think highly of themſelves, although 3 


hey be burglitterivg ſeeming jewels} Tk 
a SW nes sin iG6ut, A Cab of Doyes dong Þ 
bo Was ; 
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was ſold in Samaria's time of farnine ar 
a great rare; a man livivg in ſncha » 
place, where ail avout lym-aie c:ther 
ignorant , prophane , ot.civit, a little. 
moral honeſty ( dung 1h reſpect of true. | 
grace) gocs a great Way) andiSeftcems-: . 
ed highly of, and hes 2s honeſt a man 
as ever lived. A man that Jooks through. - 
ared glaſs, all things appeat red; aman | 
looking upon himfelif chrough ſome 
fair ſpe&acies, though fome one good 
thing that he hath in himſelf appears fair 
tohim: It 1s faid, Tik, 20, ult. the 
Phariſees devoured widews houſes, Might | 
not this racking of Rems' make them _ 
queſtioo iheyr eftares? No: Why? They 
for pretence made loxgpreyers: fo, ma- 
ny men are druuk now and then, but + 
rhey are ſorry; they cantet bu! fir, bur 
thelr deſires are good ; ikey-talgidely, - 
but.bcy hive honeſtly ; they do ill for.e- © 
times, Tut lhicy mean weil, Thas when 4 
ſome good thipgs areicen in themſelves 
pride puſfs thery with an overweening - 
conceir of it, end ſo they cozen their. 
Cy'n ſeuls. oP ; 


We contly: The.underſtar.dings OUfti- - 
raty © Whereby the mind kayye been” 
| Cn long | 


- 
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old rooted, yet rotten profeſſors, ha- 


ving grown lorg ina good conceit of - 
themſelves, will nor believe that they 
have been fools all their I:fetime ,, and 


therefore now mult pull down, and 
lay the fonndation again; and hence 
you-ſhall hear men ſay of a faithful Mi- 


niſter ,that doth convince and condemn: 
ithemand' their eſtate to be moſt wotul,. - 


what? ſhall ſach an upſtart teach me ? 
doth he think ro make- me dance after 
| hispipe, and to thipk rhat all my good 

ftrayers, my faith, my charity , have 


been ſo long abominable and vile before 
God ? No filver can bribe a man to caſt 


away his old tradinoral opinions and 


conceits, whereby he cheats himſelf, till 
Chriſts blood. doit, 1 Pet. 1. 18. And 


berce the woman of Samaria objected 
- this 2g4inſt Jeſus Chriſt , that their old 
Fathers. worſhipped in that mountain, 
and therefore it was as good a place as 
Feruſalem, the place of Gods true wor- 


thip, Jobn 4. 20, Men grow crook- 


| «d and aged with good opinions of. 
: them... 


long rooted in this Opinion J that | am by 
in agoodeſtate ; will not ſuffer this con- + 
ceirto bepluckoutofit, Now , your 
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The Sincere Convert. 1637 © 
chemſelves, aud can ſeldom or never 
be ſer ſtraighr again. Hence ſuch kind 
of people, though rhey would fain bera-. 
ken far honeſt religious Chriſtians, yer 
will never ſuſpect their eſtates to be bad- 
themſelves, neiiher can they endure, 
that any other ſhould ſearch or ſuſpe& 
them to be rotten at the heart : 
And are not thoſe wares and commodi- 
ties much to be ſuſpeQed;, nay, con- 
cluded ro be ſtark naugt.t which the ſel- 
ler will nceds put upon. the: Chapman, 
without ſeeing or looking on them firſt? 
It isaſtrong argnment we produce a- 
gainſt the Papiſts Religion ro be ſaſpe- 
Cted tro be bad, becauſe they obtrude 
their opinions on their followers ro be 
believed without an heſitation or diſpute 
about .chem, either before or after they. 
have embraced them : certainly thi old 


or form of piety are counterfeit-war es, 
that cannotendure ſearching, becauſe 
thou wilt not be driven from this con« 
ceit: lam in a good eſtate, Thave been. 


\ ſo long »f this-good mind , and there- 


ore will not begin todoubt now. Its 


to-be-feared,, that ſuch kind of people, 
_ (as 
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- as it1s with Thieves, when they have 
_. anyſtoln goods brought within doors, 
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( as I have much obſerved) arceither 
notoriouſly ignorant , or have ſome 


 timeor other fallen into ſome horrible 


" . 
8s 7> 
"v 


ſecret. grievous fins , as whoredom, - 


_ oppreſſhon or the like , the guilt of 


which lying yet ſecretly on them, makes 


them flie from the Light of Gods truth, 


which would find them out, quarrel - 


ing both againſt it, and the Miniſters 


that preach it, Rom.2.8, And therefore 


they will not be ſearched or ſnlpeted 


bur ſay , they are as honeſt met as -* 


themſelves that come to ſearchz forth: y 
tear if they be found ont, thac they ihall 
be troubled before the Judg-, and may 
hardly eſcape with their lives: fomany 
old Profeflors,when the Miniſter comes 
to ſearch them, they clap to the doors 


upon the man and ty 1:21 tO, and {ay * 
they hope to be ſaved 2s weilas the beſt. 


, ofttemalj. The realon is, they are 


ouilty , they are Joath 19, de rroubled 


and caſt down by ſeeing the worſt of 
themſclves, and think it 1s hard for 
themrogotebeaven, and be faved, if 


they Rave been ina Wrong Way all their 


lite | 


lifetime. An honeſt heart will- cty 
after the beſt means, Lord ſearch me, 
Fob 3+ 20, and open all the deors to 


the entertairmcut of the ftraigheſt, 


{t: jct«{t rruths. | 
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 Thurdly, The underſtandings Obfeus 
rity, or jgnorance of the infipite exact- 
reels, glorious purity and abſolute per- 
f: tion of the Law of God , whence 1t 
comerh ro paſs,thait this burning Lamp, 
or bright Sun of Gods law, being ſet 18 
their minds, Totten groupds of their 
own 1:ghreouſneſs, dow ſomethivgs 
according to the Law of God , ſL1nes 
and g'iſters gloxiculy tn their eyes , in 
the'dark night time of diſmal] darkneſs, 


by doing of which they think they | 


pleaſe Ged, and 1heir cſtates are very 
£g00d.- [was alive, faith Faul, Rom, 7, 
9. without the Law, and ke gives the 
reaſon of 1t, becauſe fin &1d bur ficep in 


1m like a cut- throat in an houſe where 


all is quiet, Before ine Law came, he 
{aw not thar deadly ſecret core of cor- 
IuPticn, and that liter of Rebellion 
thatwas jurkirg in h's} eart,and there- 


fore thought highly of himſelf tor his 


own rgtiecuſnels, The Goſpel is a 
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I70 The Sincere Convert, .i 
| glaſsro ſhew meu the face of Gud' in | 
Chriſt , 2 Cor. '2. alt, The Law is: $ 
that glaſs that ſheweth a man his own 
face, and whar he k:mſelfis: Now if 
this glaſs be taken away, and not ſer be- 


forc a deformed heart, how cana man © 


bur think himſelf fair; And this 1s the 
reaſon why civil men, Formalifſts, al- 
moſt every one, think better of them- 
{elves than indeed they are becauſe they 
ieckon withour their hozſt, that 1s, 
they jadge of the number, nature, and 
greatieſs of their ſins by their own 
books , by their own reaſon: they look. 
not Gods debr book, GodsexaRat Laws 
over, and compare themſelves there- 
with; if they did, it would amazethe 
Kouteſt heart, avd pluck down mens: 
plumes, and make them ſay. Is there 
any mercy ſo great as to paſs by ſuch: 
fins, and'ro put up ſuch wrongs, and ro 
forgive ſuch fins and debts , one of *' 
which alone may undoe me, much more . 
ſo many? & 
Fourthly , The underſtandings Secu- 4 
rity or , whereby men never . } 
reflect upon their own aCtions , ner. 
compare them with the rule ; abou 
they 


L © me, asit (ome body had cold him what 
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they have knowledge of the Law of 
God, yet it is with them, asit is with 
men that have a fair plaſs before them) 
but never beholding themſelvs ina glaſs, 
they never ſee their ſpots. This 15the 
wo of moſt unregenerate men;they want 
a refleQtivg power and light tojudge of 
themſclves by, Ferem. $. 6. you ſhall 
| havethem rchink en a Sermon. H«re's 
for ſuch an one, and fuch an 
one is touched here: when it may be 
the ſame Sermon principally ſpeaks of 
them ; Butthey never ſay, this concer- 
neth me, I was found out throuph the 
goodneſs of the Lord. to.day., and ſure- 
ly the man ſpake unto none but unto 


I haddone, And hence you ſhall find 
out many Lame Chriſtians chat will 
yclld to all the truths delivered ina Ser- 
mou, and comment it to0,but go away, 
and (ſhake off all the truths that ſerve co: 


F. convincethem. And hence many men, 


_ when they examin themlelves in gene- 
ral , whecher they have grace or no, 
whether they” love Chriſt or no; 
they think yes, thatthey do withall 
their hearts, yet: they neither havethis 
grace or auy other , what eyer they 
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think ,, becaufe they want refleting F- 
light co judge of generals by their own | | 


particular courſes, . For, te}l theſe men, 
that he that loves another truly , will 


._ - Oftenthink of him,ſpeak of him,rejoyce 


1n his company, will not wrong him 
willingly io the -lexſt thing : Now aſk 
them 1f they love Chriſt thus: 1f they 
haveany refleing of light, they will 


| fee, where they haye one thovght of 


Chriſt, they have thouſands on other 


things , Rejoyce ? 'nay y they are weary | 
of his company in word, in prayer, and F 


that they do not only wrong htm , but 


 makealighrt matter of it, whea it is - 
done, all are ſinners, ard no man can 


live without fin, Likea ſleepy man(kre 
burning in hts bed. ſtraw) he cryes nor 
out, when others happily lamenr his e- 
ſtate that ſee afar off, but cannot help 
him, 1/a, 44. 25. A manthatistobe :. 
hanged the next day, may dream over- 

night, he ſhall be a King, why? be- 


cauſc heis aſſeep,he refleAs not on þim- Wh 
ſelf. Thou mayeſt go rothe Devil 2nd | 


be damned, &yet evec think and dream, 


that all is well with thee. Thou haſt - þ 
_noreflecting hight to judge of thy ſelf. 


Pray, 


- will turn youreyes inward, and donot. 
let the Devil and delufon ſhut you out 
F of your own houſe from ſeeing what 

$ Court is kept there everyday, 


Fifthly, The underſtandings impiety, = 3 


I whereby it leſſens and vilifiesthe glot1- 
ous grace of Godin another, whence 1t 
comes to paſs,that this deluded ſoul,ſee- 


ire none much better than himſelf, Con-. 


cludes, if any be ſaved, 1 ſhall no doubt 
be one, Iſa. 26. 10, 1%, Mew will 
not behold the Majeſty of God in tne 
lives of his people , many a wan being 
too light, bur defirous to go and pats 
for current, weighs himſelf with the 
beſt people , and thinks , what have 


they that I have not? what do they that. 


Il do not; andit he ſee they go beyond 
himzhe then turns his own ballance with 
is finger, and makes them too light, 
that ſo he himſelf may paſs for weight. 

And thus vilifying of them and their 
grace, of judging them to be no other 
mettle than other men , appears in 
three particulars, © Te 

Firlt, They raiſe up falſe reports of 
Gods prople, and nouriſh a kennel of 

evil 
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4% os , pray therefore that the Lord 
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BO evil ſuſpitions of them: if they know 
WR any ſincommirted by them , they will 


no offenſive fin in any ofthem, they are 
then reputed a pack of Hypocrites: | 
they arc not ſo uncharitable (having no 
' grounds) they prophetic they will here- 
after be as bad as others , though they 
carry a fair flouriſh now. | 
Secondly, If they judge well of them, 
then they compare themſelves to them, 
by caking a ſcantling only by their our- 
' fide, andbywhat they ſee in them,and 
fo like children, ſecing ſtars a great 


brighter than wioking candles. They | 
ſtand atar off from ſering the inſide of a 


child: of God, they fee vot the 
of God filling thar Temple, they. (ce 


from Heaven, and that fellowfhip.they 
have wich their God , aud hence they 
judge but meanly of rhem, becauſe the 
ah. 1) of a Chriſtian. is the worſt pare 
of him, & kis glory ſhines chicfly. with- 
an. | ; a 
Thirdly, If they fee Gods people do 
excel them, that they haye better ow 
; and. 


conciude,: they be all ſuck: if they ſee 


way off, think them no bigger nor | 


glory 


not the ſweet influence: they receive , 
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* The Simeere Convert, 175, © 
2 and berter hearts, & better knowledge, 
8: .yec they will not conclude that they have 
F no grace, becauſe it hath not that ſtamp _ 

' E that honeſt mens money hath. Bur this 

{ prank they play , they thiuk ſuch and 

-F ſuch pood men have a greater meaſure, 

* and a higher degree of grace than them- 

b ſelves, yet they dare be bold to think 
and (ay , their heart is as upright, 

_ though they be no: ſo perfe&t as ocaers 
-1are, Ando vilifie the grace that ſhines 
tn che beſt of men, by making this gold 
-todiffer from their own copper , not 
teſlentially , but gradually , and hence - 

_ *they deceive themſelves wiſerably, not b 
*bur that oue(ſtar or)ſincereChriſtt an dif- 

_ #fers from another 1u glory: Iſpeak of 

thoſe men only,thar never were fixt info 

Fhigh a ſphere, as truely honeſty dwells, 

yer falfly father this bad concluſion, 

. har they are upright for their meaſure, 

Phat chey have not the [ike meaſuce of 

. Prace received as others have. 

7 Sixthly, The underſtandings [dolatry 
Fhereby the mind ſets up, ani bows 
Hownto a falſe Image of grace that is, 
The min being ignorant of the heigir 
nd excellency of trace grace, takes a 
( falle 
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| fire, waere no creature can comfor: him 
. Heace faith he, Lord; keep my ſoul fron 
"*theſe. miſeries; he hopech 1 ſhallng 


___andeaſe, .and ſome aflurance of ire 


_ . adove. ground, ever to be on the wrag 
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176 The Sincere Convert, © 
falſe ſcantling of it , and fo imagias 
: and fancies within it a ſuch a mea-$ 
'ſareof common. grace to be true grace} 


unto., conceives it. is in the ſtare of 
grace, and fodeceives it ſelf miſerably; 
Rom. 10. 31. _ J 
And the.mind comes to ſer up her I} 
 magethus: ' ; 
-Firft, The : mind i 1s havinted 3nd pur! 
Facd with troubleſome feacs of hell, Con 
ſcrence tells him-, he hach ſinned, 4nd 
ths Law tells hin he (hall die,and DeathM 
appears and cells him , he. muſt ſ1octlyj 1 
meet wich him; Aud if ne betaken ag 
way in his {ins then comes a black day 
of rk: 2pnz forall his. privy pranks, 4 
day. of blood, horrour, judgment and; 


prove foevil with hink 0 ue fears it wil 
Secondly, Hereupon he deficeth pea 


donrfrom theſe, evils. Foric 15 an he 


of ctormentiug fears. 


- Thirdly Tha he may nave eaſe, by 


_— 
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| OST +... +; rr. 
* The Sincere Convetd, 177 
will noc ſwagger his trouble away; nor _.: 
drown it in the bottom of che cup , not 
' threw it away with his Dyce , nor play oy 
itaway atcards, bu: defires ſpme grace 
(and commonly it 15 the leaſt meaſure 
ofir roo: ) Hereupon he defires rohear 
ſuch Sermons , and read tuck Books as 
- may beſt ſatisfie him cncermng ihe leaſt 
meaſure of grace; toc [1a oaly troubling 
him,grace only can coinfort him ſound- 
ly: And fo, Grace, which 1s mear & 
drink :o an holy heart , ts but phylick 
to thele kind of men, to eaſe them of 
- their fears and troubles. 
Fourrhly , Hereupon being ignorant 
ofthe heig it of true Grace, he tangjech to 
himſelf (uch a meaſure of common 
Grace to be true Grace, as, lf he fetls 
.. himſelf ignorant of chat which croubtes : 
him ; ſo mach knowledge will I'then © 
g:r, fairhhe, It.ſome foul figs io his + 
practice trouble him , thele he will caſt 
away , and (o reforms, If -omiflion of. 
good duties moleſts him , he will hear 
b-tcer, and buy ſoine gobd-prayet book; 
and pray oftner. And it he be bur per- 
[waled, ſuch a man is a very honeſt 
mantnen he will ſtrive ro do as he'doth; © 
andnow he is quieted, Fitthly, 
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| onetoo, fo thatit he dyeth, he thinks 
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| weight of, true grace; therefore 1; ghr, * 


' maintain thata man may fallaway from 
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Fifthly, When he hath atcained unto ; 
this pitch of his own ,, now he thinks 
himſelfa young beginner , and a pood / 


he ſhall do well, ifheliverh, he thinks | 
and hopes he ſhall grow better ; and * 
when he is come to his own pitch, here 
he ſets dowa his ſtate fully ſatisfied, And - 
now if he be preſ['d to get into the eſtate. 
of grace., his anſwer is, That is not to 
be done 19w , he thanks God, that care is 
oy The truth is ( b-loved4) itis roo 

high for him , his own legs. could. 


never carry him thither, all his grace, 


coming by his own working, not byGod . 
Almigh tes power : Let a man have + 
falſe weights , he is ch:ared grievouſly 
with gh: gold ; why ? becauſe his ., 
weights are ioo light : So theſe men , 
have coo light weights co judge of the | 


< 
[ 


clipt, cracke pieces cheat them. ' Hence on 
you ſhall have theſe men commend pich- y, 
leſs, fapleſs men for ver; honeſt men as 
ever break bread; why? they ace juſt s, 
anſwerable to their weights. Heuce I 
have not much wondered at them, who j 


tiue- 
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.. trneo:ace: The reaſon iyeth here,they 


; ſe: up to themſelves ſuch a common 


work of grace to be true grace; from 
which, uo wonder that a man may fall, 
- Hence Bellarmin2 faith: That which 1s 
true grace, wveritate efjentiz, only may 
_ be loſt, no: that grace whiciis rue, 
. weritate firme ſoliditatts 5 which latter 
betny r'gh:ly underitood May be cal- 
bed fpecta!, as the other, common grace, 
| Hzace alſo you {hall have many Pcofef. 
_ ſors hearing a hundred Sermons never 
moved togcow better. Hence likewiſe 
you faall ſee our cemmon Preacheris 
-confoitevery oncalmoſt, that they ſee 
- troubled in mind, becauſe they think 
' preſently , they have true grace : New 
. hey begin to be forrowful ror their fins, 
y This is juſt according to their own light 
> Ayeigits. 
? . Sixthly, For the Lords ſake , take 
© heed of this deceir, True grace{([ tell you) 


ſr a rare pearl, aglorious Sunclouded 


} _ 
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. 
6 o 


N rem theeyes of all but them that have 
| ie » Rev. 2. 18, a ſtrange admirable, 


Bs far different in the leaſt eaſure of it, 
1 E 7 2. mo 


almighty work of God upen the ſoul, 
hich no created power can produce, 
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180 The Sincere Convert, 
_ from the. :ghett| degree of coininon 
grace , 282 Devil is from an An gel; for 1* 


Itis Cari living, DICATMNZ; TEIZ.,i00, 
fizhting , Couquiering 1 the loul, 
Down therefore + wich your Ido! grace, 
your 1Jol honeſty : True grace never. 
aims at a pitch, it RY ovly to per- | 
fection, Phil. 3. , 13. Andthece- ® 
forc Ghryſoſtome walls Saint Paul injatia- © 
bilis Det cultor ; A oreedy-infa: able. 


evouring worſhipper of the Locd Al- 


, % 
me 4 


- mighty. © ih 


Seventhly, The underſtanding error 
is another cauſe of mans rurt | 

And thar is ſcen principally 1n theſe 4 
five things , theſe fivereccors or alle | 
COnceits. 

Firſt, In judging ſome trouble of | x 
mind , ſome light ſorrow for ſin to be 
trac repentance; aud fo thinkiug they. - 
do repent , hope they ſhall be ſaved, 5 
for {in is like ſweet poylon q —_ a & 
man is drioking it down by com- 
EW ofit, there i 15 much pleaſy rein } 

, bur after the commitcing of it, there 7 

is a ſting in it. Prov 43. 31, 32.8 
then the time cometh when this poylon Þ 
Works J on. the heare {well with 
| grichf : 


- 


Nth : a —- by 
F- Hope 'S_.*; 
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2} eict, forty they arical che heart y they | | 
*.- ſay, forit; audchecyes drop, 2ndtne 
- man that commutted fin with delignt, 
now cryes ont with grief in the bitzer- 
- neſsot visſoul, Ot at 1 beaſt that I am, 
k- © ha never c:'mmitted it , Lord , mercy , 
, mercy 5 Prov. 5 3+ 4»>IHy 12s Nay, 
it may be they will falt, and humble , 
and atfl1& heir ſouls voluntarily for fin, 
and vow they think thev have repented, 
Ija. $. 4. and hereupon,when they hear, 
thar all chat fin ſhall die , they grant this 
1s true indeed, except a man trepert, and 
- ſo they think they have done already.This 
- istrue, eAt what time ſoever o ſinner Te- 
. pents, the Lord will blot out his iniquities. 
- Buc this repentance 1s not when a man 1s 
« troubied ſomewhat in mind for fin, but 
when he cometh to mourn for fin as his 
oicatett cvil , as if he ſhould ſee all his 
g-0ds and eſtate on alight fire before 
him ; an1 that not for ſome fins , but 
all ſins lircle and great ; and that not for 
, a time , for a fit and away, (a Land 
* flood of ſorrew ) but alwayes like a 
{ſpring never dry , but ever running all 
a mans lifetime. ES 
Secondly , Injudging the triving of 
7 LS con- 
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_ conſcience agaluſt (in, to be the ſtriving 

_ of the fie{h againſt the ſpirit, and hence _ 
.come tieſe ſpeeches from carnal black ' 

] mouths, The Spirit is willing , but the 

1 fleſhis weak: and hence men think;they * 

being thus compounded of fleſh and ipt- 
rit , are regenerate, and in no worfe _ 

| eltxte chan the children of God them-_ 

 felves; as ſometime Lonce ſpake with 

a maathatdid verily think, that Plate 

' Was an honeſt man, becauſe he was ſo 

' .  piwillingco crucifie Chriſt : which un- | 


| willingneſs did ariſe only from the re- _ 
#+ ' fAlcaintof conſcience againſt che Fa. So 
' ' many men judge honeſtly, yet fimply - 


/ ; _ _npon fucha ground of themlelves, they 
| i fay. they (trive againſt their ſins, bur- 
Ho Lord be merciful anto them, they ſay. 
| | -- FRE fleſ, h is frail , and hence Arminius 
|| j gives adiyerſe interpretation of rhe ſe-... 
jj, - venth Chapter of the Romaus from or- . 
it  _ dinary Divines; concerning which Paz}. 
F ſpeaks 10 the perſon of an unregererate © 
| man, þecauſfe he obferved divers grace- 
1 | leſs perſons( as he ſaith himſelt)having + 
it | fallen, andfalling commonly into ſins F 
' Be agaiuft.conſciegce, to bringjthat Chap- k 
|! | * _ B6r intheir own defence, and comfort, ;. 
[| - | - Rm” be. f* 


| the * Fe ts ” a 4 
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becauſe they did that which they allow- _.' 
ed n8t, verſe 15. and {o it was bet they, 
but {in thac dweiled 1n them. A 
And ſo, many amovg us kndw,they 


ſhould be better, ard ſtrive that they 


may grow better, but through the power 
of lin, cannot; conſcience telleth them 
they muſt nor ſin, their hearts and luſts 
fay they muſt ſin; and here forſoorh 15 
fleſh and ſpirit: Oh no, here 18 con- 
ſcience and luſt only by the ears togett er, 
Which ſtriving Herod, Balaam, Pate, 
or the vileſt reprobate inthe world may 
have. Such a war argueth not any grace 
in the heart, bur rather more ſtrength 
of corruption , and more power of fin 
itn. the heart , «s it 1s no Wonder if a' 
horſe run away when he is looſe ; bur 
when his bit and !\y 1dle is ip 1s mouch, 
now to be wild argueth he 1s alto- 
getter untamed avd unſwbdued. Take 
heed therefore of judging your eltare 
to be good , becauſe of fome back- 


wardneſs of your hearts, to commit 


ſore lins, though little fins; for thy 
ſins may be, and itis moſt cecrain are 
more powerful in thee, rhan in others 
that l1ave not the like ſtrvglipgs, becauſe 
3 they. 


— wv 


ing ou 


as ante. —_—_—— ——— <—-—_ —— 
- 


_ thy ſtriving of conſcience a 


. tie 
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they have not ſuch checks as. thou laſt 


_ toreſtrain thee. Know therefore that J 
| the ſtriving of the Spir it agaiuſt .he Fleſh | 
15 apainſt lin > becauſe it is 5 Gn; aSaman þ; 
bates a Toad,tho' Le be never poyloned - J 


by ir; Bur the ſtriving of thy Conſcience 
arainlt {1n,is only agatoft fin, becaoſc it is 
a irondling, or a damning fin. The ſtri- 
viag of heSpirit againſt thefleih,is from 
a deadly hatred ot fin, Rom.7. 15, But 
oainft fn 1s 
only from a fear of the danger of {in,for 


Balaanhad a mind:o curſeihe Iraelites 


' for his monies ſake, but if he might have 


had an houſe full of filver and gold 
{ waichis a goodly thing in a coveruus 


eye) iris ſaid, he durſt yot curſe them. 


Thirdly , In judging of che ſincerity 
ofthe heart by Ge good afteAion 1a 


the heart. Hence ma any a deluded foul 
reaſons the caſe out thus with himſelf; 


Either I muſt be a prophane man, or an 


Hypocrite, or an upright man. Nat. 
prophane:, Ithank God; forT am nor. 


givin to Waoriug , drinking  oppreſ- 


don, [wearing , nor Hypocriſie ; tor |; 
hate theſe :ſhews; I cannot endure to 


appear better without than'l am withip; 
there- 


— 


DAL RTANSS LIECETO poll AELInY 
CR rs a OE Ge foo hr AI A 


* 


- 5,0 a 4 


4 


my lit: without y 2nd what ever others 


Mp ige of me, | Kiow MIne OWN heatt, 


ad the heart is all chat God defires, And 
thns They took | hemlcives z Frov. 29. 
26. This 15 one of ihe greateſt caules 
and grounds of mijtake among{t 13en 


that tivk beſt of:hemſelves : they are 


hotablero pur a diFerence berweentke 
gOcd defires and ftropg afteQions that 
ariſe trom the love of jeſus Chrilt; 


Self. love will makea man ſeek his own 


good andfatety ; hence ic will pell a 
man out ot his bed ket1mes in the mor- 
ning, andcall imoup to pray; itwill 
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tl.erc toi ec {| 09 upright, Why ? Ch, be- py R. 
- cauſe mine Petitis goody MINE atrectt- 
ous and defires wiil in ar? better than 


raxe him andcarry him into his cham- 


bec rowards evening, and there pilvat- 
ly make jim (eek, and pray, and tug 
bacd for pardon y/ for Chriſt, for mer- 
cy. Lord evermcre give us of this bread. 
but thelove of Chr'iit makes 2 man de- 
fire Cj riſt and his honour for himſelf, 
and all oiher things for Chit, Lc ig 


D : 
true, the defires of Soris in Chriſt by 


faithare accepted ever; but ihe deifre of | 


ſervants, men that work only for their 


wages oat of Clhiniſt, are vor, Fourth» | 


"to 
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Feurthly, In judgirg of Gods love to 


them,by aiming ſometimes at the glory 
of God, Is this pothble, that a man 
-thould aim at Gods olory', and jet pe- 


nin? Yes, and ordinaiy teo, 2 Kings. 
10, F., A mah may be jiberal co the 
poar , maintain the minifty, be for- 


wardand ſtand for 960d thinos, whence 


he may pot .doubt but that God loves 


him : -But here is the difference, though 


awicked man may wake Gods glory 10 


ſome particular rþ11 gs hiscnd, yet ke 
never mak. sitin his general courſe his 


ourmolt and Jalt end; A fubitle Ap-. 


preniice may do all his Maſters works 
but ke may rake the gain to himſcit, or 
divideit berwixt his Maſter aid himſelf, 
ard fo may be but a Knave , as cb{cr- 
vant as he ſeems to be; So a {ubiile 


hearr ( yeta vile viilazons heart) may. 


forſake all :te world, as 51udas did, may 


bind himſelf Apprenticecoalltheduties 


God requireth og: wardly ai hisEands , 


and ſo do good works , bui wharis bis 


fſt end! It is ac he m ght pain Te- 
ſpe or place, or-thai Chill may have 


ſome part ofthe glory, andle another: 
1. . Simon Maguus Would give any money 
on [ome- 
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The Sincere Convert. 1859 | 
ſamecimes rt: at he couid pray ſo well, ; 
know fo much, and do as others do,ard 
yec his laſt end is for himſelf ; but how 
canz0u believe, if you ſeek not that pgicry 
that comes from God , layes Chriſt ? there 
are many ſeek the honour of Chriſt bet” 
du you ſeck his honour only; Iris yore 
Loft end , waerce you Tut and ſeek no- 
more bur thar?' It they wouldeſt know 
whether thou makeſt Chrifts glory thy 
laſt end , obſerve this Rule. | U 
If thou art more grieved for the. 
Echpfe of LN1ÞE Own NCNCUT, and 
for thite own loſies, tnan for the 
loſs && Gods honour 3; 1t ' 1s an e- 
vident ffgn rhon Ioveſt it not -,- 
defireſtir not as thy chisfelt goed, as 
the laſt eud, for thy /tmmun brmnumarnd 
therefore doefſt not {eek Gods honoer in 
the prime ana chieteſt place, Sin trou-. 
bied Paul morethen all thie plagnes and 
miſeries of the World: indeed, if thy. 
name bedaſiied with diſguace;, and rhy* 
wil be crofied , thy heart is grieved': 
diſquieted,, but-the Lord may loſe his" 
horour daily by. t:tte ewn fra. ard: 
thoſe ;hatbe fond abour :3.ce, bur not a | 
tear ». nota fighz. not a groan ts BeHold: 
by fix 
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188 The Sincere Converef. 


ſuch a ſpeCtacle. As ſure as the Lord 


lives, thou ſeekeſt not the Lords name, 
or honour, as thy greareſt good. 


Fifthly, In judging the power of ſin 


to be but infirmity ; for if any thing 


trouble an unregenerate man , and 


makes him call his eſtate into queſtion, 
' 1tis fin — the-beeing or power 


of it, now fin inthe becing oughr nor, 
muſt not, make a man queſtion his e- 
ſtate, becauſe the beſt have rhat leftin 


them , that will humble them , and 
make them live by faith, therefore the 
power of fin only can trouble a man. 
Now if a man dojudge of thisto be on- 
ly bur ifirmity; which the beſt are com- | 


paſſed about withal ; he cannot bur lie 
down ſecurely , and think himſelf well. 


And if this errour be ſettled in one thac 
lives in no one known fin, it is very. 
difficult to remove: for letthe Miniſter 
Eaſt rhe ſparks of Hell in their faces, and 
denounce the rerrour of God againſt 
them , they are never ſtirred: Why? 


becauſe they think , here is for you that 
hve in ſin, but as for, themſelves, al- 


though they have fins, yet they ſtrive TD 


2eainſt them) and ſo cannot leave them; 
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The Sincere Convert. 189 
for awe mult bave fin as long as we live 
here, they ſay. Now mark it » here 
is no ſaier ſign of a man uwuder the. 
blaody raign , and dominion of his 
laſts and fin, than this; that 1s, to g1ve 
way to fin (though never ſo little and 
common ) nor to be greatly trovbled 
for fin ( for chey may be a little iron- 
| bled)becaule they cznnor overcome fin ) 
I deny not, but th< bcſt do fin dally , 
y-c ihis is the d:{pofition of Paul, and 
every child of God, he mourneih pot 
teleſs, burire more for fin ; thovgh 
-e cannot one ſubgne them, calt thein 
OUT and overcome ihem. As a piiſo- 
Herimournstlie more that ke 1s bound 
With {ach feriers he carrot bieax; fo 
dat every one truly {enfib]l- of his wo- 
ful captivity by fin; Tis is (he great 
Cifterence between a raging ſi a man 
well frartwithal, a:d a fin of 1&firm} y 
a man cavnnor part withal ; a fin +f 7. 
rity iS (uch a tinas a man would, brr 
can50t part *wi:nit: And hence he 
mourn te more forit, Araging ſin is 
ſuchafin; asa man happily by ver:ine 
of his lafhine confcirrce woull fone. 
times paicwitial, bur cannor;cud hence 
| 1mMournsg 
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mourns the lols For it, ard gives wa 

anroit. Now iorihe Lords (ike take 
heed 0: this d:ccit; Forl tell youzthoſe 
fins you caonot part withal , 1f you 
gr0an not day and nigint under them , 
(laying, OLotrd, help me, for lam . 


VU Ut gr ere 
k I ren tn me Wwe : 
4 " Pl 


weary of my feli,and my Jite ,)will cer- 


_rainly unto you, You ſay, yon cannot 
put ſpeaZ id/ely, and think vainly, and. 
ao il, asall do fomertines; I cell you, 
hote {ins {hail be evertaſting chai 
ERROR 1113S LQAA;L D& EVETLria 119 CNa11S IO 
hold you faitin the DPOWwer of the D-vil 


until ; he judgment of the great day. 


And cnus much of tke underftangings 


eorrupriou, whereby men are commune 
ly d:luded ; Now follow-th the ſe- 


| cond. 


peace: beg) tu the conſcience, Why 
ſhould che Camp rremvie when Scouts 
arealleep. or give a falle report, when 


the enemies. are near them.? Moſt men: 
think they areina talle eſtare , becaule 


they weze a-vet in atioudle.| eſtate, or 
-xf rhey have bezn troubled, becauſe they. 
-have got ſome peace' and comfort 
_akter 1f« | 
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Mow this falſe Peace 
How falſe peace is is ougot in the heat. 
bred in the ſoul. .. by thicſe four means: 
t; By Satan, 

2, By faljz preacners, 

By a falſe jpirit. 

K By a falſe application of true promiſes, 

r. By Satan, whoſe Kingdom fhoukh 
fall if it (honld be divided; and be al- 
ways 10 a combultion ; hence he labou= 
reth tor peace, LEY: 11, 21. Fihen: 
the ſtrong man krepeth the peace , his. 
goods be i; Peace | tharis, Wien Satan- 
armed with alu dave; of ſhifts and car- 
nal reaſonivg: poficfieih mens fouls p 
they are at Pe-ce. 

Now, leck as maſters give thelr ſer- 
"_ PeAce 3 even {0 the Devil. 

, By removing all thiogs chat may 
roll: them, ad 

2, By givingumo them all things that 
may quiet and co:nfort them , as: meaty. 
drink,reſt, lodging, ©s. ſs deth Satan 
deal with his og and (eryants. 

Firſt, By removing thoſe: ins which 
trouble the conſcience; fora man may 
live-in a fs - and yet never be troubled. 
for that in ;. for fta gain the. light of” 

conlſei: 


os 
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cot:{cience only troubles: e conſcience, 
a3 c;-1:dren that are tumbli1:2 arid play- 
ins inthe duſt, they are nor troubled 
with all the duſt > nay they take plea- 


ſure ro wallow init; butonly with that 


( wheiher it be thinker great) rhat lights 


in their ey C3, And hence rtar yourg 


m2n came boaſti:g ro Chriſt , thor he 
Fad Kepr zI| the Commandments from 


h:s youth , but he went away forrowſul, 


b-cavtlerha. tuſt, that ſin he lived iv with 
delight hatore , *el; into his eves, ard 
ther - 08 Vras rected. Now mark the 
plor of the Devii , when he can moke a 
man jive, and wallow., and dei1;h: in 
his fins . and fo fer ve him, and yet will 
not ſuffer him ro live in any fin 209i1t 
conſcience, whereby h2 ſhouſd be: irou- 
bled; and ſo ſeek ro come our of 11s wo- 
ful eſtare, heis /urethis may is his oxwn; 
and now a poor deluded man h:imiclf 


genes vp and down, not doubting, bnr 


he {hall be laved ; why? becauſe their 
conſcience ( they thank God ) is clear, 
and they know of no one ſin they I:ve in, 
they know nothing by ' themſelves, 
thar may make them ſo much as ſuſpe& 
their <ſtare 1s bad, Matth, 9, 13, {7 
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The Sincere Convert, To3 
came not to cal! therighteous , but ſinners 
to repentance, that 1s, fuchan onzasin 
his own opinion, 15 fiſh whole ; every 
ſin being 2 child of Gods fick»els , heig 

never withour ſome Kina of forrow: bur 
fjome fins only being a natural mans 
ſickneſs, they being removed, ie r:- 
covers out of his former lorrow , and 
orows well again, and thinks minſelt 
lound : but the Lord Jeſus never came 
to ſave ſich, therefore Satan kezps pol- 
ſeſhonoftthem. For the Lords f[::ke louk 
to ihis ſubrilty ; many think rthem- 
{ſelves in a good eftate , becauſe they 
know uot the particular fin they live 1n, 
whereas Satan may have {tronger poſ- 
ſeſlion of ſuch as are bound with his in- 
viſible fetters and chains, when thoſe 
thar have their pinching bolts on them 

| may ſooner eſcape. 
| Secondly , By giving the ſoul /[iberty 
to recreate it (elf in any ſinful courſe, 
| -Wherein the eye of conſcience may not 
be pricked and wounded. Servants when 
| they are put alwayesto work, 'and ne- 
| ver cango abroad, are weary both of 
| work, and maſter : rhat maſter pleaſ(- 
eth them, that giycth them moſt li- 
| berty, 
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bcr:y, Tobetaken up all the day long 


Ty * ng Toas we tk, watching , pray- 
wg > fighting a ainſt every fi), thar 154 
burthen ,. r+-i5 is 100 {irict) and becauſe 
that they cazmot endure it , ihey thiuk 


tio Lo C41 'ooks:t o; for it at thor hande. 


Nas Sacan gives men liberty in rheie 
lin'vi 'courfes ; avd this liter: y bege's 

peace, 21 1G thisyexce makesi.em think 
Well of. :Leoiti:e-, 2 Ve, 2, Ot, 
1hbe:e's many * One '- ofcf[orcin theſe 
dazcs, har FY 3; not cpentbeir 
mMoO0H53 27a, va fe ic rehearrcd pege 
plc of God, yer cy walk loolely,aud 
Cars oo wuch [tbercy; inter ſfe.ches, 
Iiberty 18 their ihouzhts libercy 1 in 
their defiies and delights, liberty in 
their company, in their paſtimes , and 


that ſomerimes under a pretence of 
Chriſtian liberty , and never tronble 


themlelves with iheſe needieſs cont; o- 
verfics to what ehd, or1in what man- 
verdo I uſe thoſe things? whereas the 


righteous man fears alway, conſidering: 
there is- a-ſuare for him in: every law- 


ful liberty; May nor 1 fio irmy mirth, 

in my. ſpeaking ,. in my ſleeping: : Oh', 

thts liberty that the-Devil-gives , and 
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The Sincere Convert. 195 
theVorld tekes, beſote meſt men with 
2 fooliſh opiuion , that allis well with 
them. 


Thirdly, By giving tte ſeul a gocd. 


JU 


' dycr , meat ard drinkerough , what 
diſh he lykes beſt. Letra maſter g1ve I1t- 


erty, yet his ſervant is not pleaſed, 
un;eſs Lc hath meat, arddrnk, ard 
ſood; {oikerc's no wicked man'ender 


' heaven, burzs he 1akes !oo much I:ber- 
. Tyisthe uſe of Jawſul thirgs, Le fileth. 
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bis Feart with {cme uulewiul feciet 
Juſt, 1hovgh alliÞe time they Jivemnar, 
it yay beit is. urkcowmtottem, Lak, 
16. Dives h:db;s41{h, bis good thines, 


_ and lo farg himlfet aſſeep, and bad 'r:'s 
ſor] :tike gale and reſt: yea, voblerve, 


this dyetis poyloncd in it fe]r, but ever 
commenced io ihe {eu! 2s wrokſeme, 
o6od atd lawtul, They chiiſten: fin 
with a.ew pame , a$'Popes arc ar ikcir 
election : If ke be bad, they call hin 
ſomerimes Pius; 1ta coward, Leo, &c. 
So covctouliiefs is goed hulbanory, 
company krepiig, good re ghbour- 
hood ; Iying io lave ikeir creat frem 
crackiiig, but a hanſome excuſe ; and 
kence tl.e foul goes praceablly cn, 

and 
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and belt. ves he 15 in a _goud cotate, 
Four Uni y , By giving the ſoul reſt ard 

Mes P thai 1, c:flation tometimes from 


a 


Pc1 efWadted chat they live in fin, becaute 
tacy 2aſe {ſometimes from the :& of 
': 3 8S NO NAN doth alwayes {weary nor 
1S 22 alwavs dinuk, nor alwaysangiy. 


; MN; 


They th-ok oniy their fall in theſevr the 
Ike tus,zrc {lips and falls which the.beſt 


cn M37 have ſometimes,and yet be a 
dear Chiid of (od: Oh! Satan will not 


always ſer menat his work; for if men. 


16011 2lwayes have their Cups inthetr 
nands, & their queans in their arms; ifa 
covetous man {hounld alwayes root in thc 
earih , and never pray , never have 


good thovet 1s ,never keep any Sabbath, 


ita man {hould alwayes {peak 1d: ly,and 


never a good word drop from him, a. 


mans conicience would never be quiet 


bur lneking him up from what he d« th: 


Sur dy giving men reſpite from {inmng 
for a tum, Saran gets ſtronger poſſeſſion 
af:erwards,! Mar. f2. 43. When the unclean 
fprit is gone-out of a-man , it returns wor ſe. 
Sampſons ſtrengih aiwa\is remained, & 
1o docu fins ftreugthin a natural man, bur 


41t 


ne a&t-cf fin; hence they are ha rdly | 
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EXIT B HK. # "aa 3 > wi 
- «- - F 


The Sincere Convert. 197 

It 2ever appears untili tempration Comes 
Fit.hly, By giving tie {ou fair pro- 
miſcs of heaven and eternal lite, and 
faſtring them upon the {:eait, Moſt 
men 2re confident , their eſtate1s good, 


© and thovgh God kills them, yer will 


Y 


they-truitin him, and cannot be beaten 
from this, Why 2 Oh, Satan bewitch- 
e:h.hem. For as he told Evah by the 
Serpent, ſhe ſhould not aie, {o doth he 
ib{uate Hs perſwations to the foul, 
though it live in ſin, he ſhall not dye, 
bur ro do weil cnovgh as the preciſeſt, 


, Satan gives thus gcod words , but wo- 


OO C | 
ful wages, the ecernal flaſhes of hell. 


I I. By falſe teachers, Who partly by 


their looſe examples, partly by their 


flattering dodtrines in publick,aud their 
large cnariry in private, dawbing up 
every one ( eſpecially that is a good 
friend unto them ) for honeſt and reli- 
e10us people; and if they be but a little 
troubled; applying comfort preſently, 
and fo healing them thar ſhould be 
wounded, and not te'ling them round- 
ly of their Herodias,, as Fobn Baptiſt did 
Herod, Hereupon they jndge them- 
fclves honeſt, becauſe the Miniſter will 
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give them the beygeriy paiport, andſo | 
they go our of the Wot!d, and die like. 


Lambs, being wofully cheated, Matth, 


24. 11. Look abroad in the World ,' 
and fee what is the reaſon ſu many feed. 
their hearts with confidence they ſhall be __ 
ſaved, yet their lives condemn them;_ . 


the re: {on is, ſuch and ſucha Miniſter 
will po to the Ale- houſe, and he ne- 


ve: praysin his family, and heisnone 
of theſe preciſe ket people, and yet as: 
honeſt a man :s evcr li:es, and agood 


\ 


Ir 
Y. 


Divine too. AFat vras n terably cheat- _ 


ed by 'our þundrcd falſe Prophets, * 


Whileft the Miniſter is of a loole life 


himſelf, he will wink at others and 


their fauits, left in reproving them, he . 


thould conJlemn Fimfelf, and others 


ihouvld fay noto him , Phyficiag, Heal 


thy (cli, Thieves of the ſame compa- 
ny will not fieal from one another, Teſt 
they trouble thereby. themſelves; and 


hence they give others falſe cards toſfaj] 


by ,. fa Erulesto live by z therr uncon- I 
| ſcionable laige charity, is like a gulf | 
thacſwallowcik Si -ps ( ſouls I mean} * 
roffed withitempelts, and not comfor- * 
Mo, #442) ICE | 
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* Gfh that cometh to their net, all men 
- think ſo of themſelves, 

© HH. <A falſe ſpit. This 1s a third 
"cauſe that begers a falle peace ; as there 
- 15a true Spirit that witneſſeth to our ſpi- 
..rits, that weare ſons of God, Rem.8. 
- 216. So there isa falſe Spirit, jult hke 
. the trace one, Witnefling that they are 
 the-S5ns of Gol, 1 Fohn 4. 1. We 
are bid to try the ſpirits now, if theſe 
© ſpicits were not like Gods true Spirit, 
* whar need tryal? As, what need one 
- try whether dict begold , which are fo 
- unlike to each other. And. this Spirit 
* Iraketo beſet down, Matth. 24. 23. 
Now look asthe true ſpirit witneſſerh, 
.. fo the falſe ſpirit, being hikeir, wit- 
+ neſſech allo. _ | 
4 Firſt, The Spirit of God humbles the 
# ſon]: So before men have the witneſs 
© of the falſe ſpirit , they are mrghcily caſt 
# down and regs 1n ſpirit, and here. 
F upon they pray for eaſe, and purpoſe ro 
F leadnew lives, and caſt away the wea- 
A pons, and ſubmit, P/al. 66, 5. 
* Secondly, The Spiric of God in the 
A Goſpel, r 
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d1{covereth Chriits excelieucy and wil.: 
Impacis toroceave lim, tithe will but 


come in. 1t farei}:; witi; this ſoul as with 


 SUrVEyors af lanns, L::aC © ke a) exaqF 
compals of other me.:s grounds , of 
winch they lla!l nevr enjoy a foot, So. 
did Balgam » Numb. 24- F, 6, this: 


. 
/ 


faite (piric ſhewe.h chem ihe glory of. : 


He: ven 2ud Gods people. 


T:i:irdly . He:cupon the ſon! a 
tobe aftcfed, and to-taſte the good-. 


neſs and ſweeineſs of Jeſus Chritt , 


thoſe did , Heb. 6. and rhe ſoul breaks. 


out into a Paſhona:e admiration 3. Oh, 


that ever there ſhould be avy hope for 
ſuch a vile wre'ch, as I am, and hay. 
been : and lo joyes exceedingly, likea' 


man half way wrapt up into heaveu, 


Fourthly, Hereupon the lou] being: 
comforted after it was wounded , now; 
caller God, my God; and Chriſt, my. 


ſweet Saviour ; and now it doubrs not. 


bur it ſhall be ſaved; why ? becaule I 
have received winch comfort after mach! | 
ſorrow, and doubting, Hoſ.8$.2,;. and* 


yer remai-'sadeluded miſerable crea ure 


{ill. But bere mark the difference be+ 


tweenthe witneſs of cach ſpirit, The, 


falſe 
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© falſe jpirit + makes a man beheve he 1s in 


" the citaic of grace, 2nd {1.1} be fared 


. becauſe re rath raitod of Crt, and fo 


hi bh been comforted, 210 rat abun- 
daily; Bur the trur __ perſ.a les a 


M3. : e eltace is gv0d 41d tale, becauſe 


he Gih nt only talt-d, bur bought 
"this Chiiit; as the wiice Merchant in 


- tie Gol cel, tit rejoycrd he 121 tound 


thepenr], bur yeita;cs nor _ , bur 


Tolls a yay all , ani buyes ihe pearl, 


| 


' Like rwo Chapm-n that come to buy 
Wii, the ont taſtesit, and goeth a- 
..wayinadmuken ht, and lo concludes 


it 15 {:1s:; $2» a man doth hair hach tie 


i fa1c ſpirit; bur the trve ſpirited man 


doth not only ralte, but buyes the Wine, 
al hvagh he doch nor d!ink it all down, 


Wien he cometh ro 'alte1t; yerhe ha- 


vivg bzen incited by raſting to buy it, 


79W he calls ir his own: So achild of 


- God raſting a little of God , aud a little 


.of Chriſt, aud 4 li:cde of che promiſes | 
at lis fiſt converſion ,alchoug? he = 
not all the (weerneſs that is 114 God, 


© he forſakes all for God, for Chriſt, Ran 


{y UKs caem lawfully as lus own. 
Agalu > the falle {piric bayipg given a 
mail 


, % 
a - — — —. 4 , 
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no nadecling, ſuffering mea toly down, 4; ki 


a man hach Gods Spirit within , and 


themſelves fafe, God having-madecheh 


hy ſe ed. Bur hetc is a diffecence be- þ 
Ween x 


Ee es hndorfons 2 ePiQuicun. ice} Loon Rd eons : ” _ . 


»* 
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man comfort and pzace , ſuffers a man 
to reſt in thateſtare; bur the true (picit.” 
haviog made the ſoul rafts the love of: 

- the Lord, ſtirceth up the ſoul to do al + 
work mightily for che Lord, Now che. 
ſoul cryech oat; [Phat ſhall I do for Chriſh. 
that bath d»ne wonders for me! IfFevery: 
haic oa my h-a4 were a tongn? to ſpeak 
of is goodneſs » It were too liele., 
Neb 8. 10, the joy of .he Lord 1s our: 


frrengrh. Plal. 51. 12. Uphold me. 


with thy free ſpirit , or as the Childean;, & 
paraphraſe hach it, thy Kingly Spirit,” F 
The $pirir of adoprion i in Gods Child 1s 


and cry, my y deſiresare 20d, *h fleſhy 
1s frail; No, it is 4 kingl, 7 Spirit chat! 
TAs where it liveth, 

L V. Falje appling of true promiſes , is? 
the lat cauſe of falſe peace. And whenk i 


G-41s handand promiſe (as hethiaks 'Þ 
for his eſtate, now he thinks all lafe.h 
This did the Jews, they faid, we haveth 

Abraham evra father: and fo reputed 


promiſe, 1will bea God of thee, and of 


4- 
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. tween a child of Gods application 6f 
| them and a wicked man; the firſt apply- 


.” eththem ſo to him , as that he l1vecl: 4- 


oy 
þ 


{-+pon them,and nothing but them ; 8 to 
' «whom doth che Dug belong, bur to the 
Child thatliveth uponir, Pſal, 38. Is. 
*YThe other lives upon his luſts, and crea- 
ures, and yet carcherh hold on the 
promiſe, EE TD 

F: By theſe four means is begot a. ba- 


p '4 


*ftard falſe peace. 


'Emans deceiving himſelf ; Falſe peace 
; 40 the Conſcience. | 

'* Now followeth the third. | 
'£ 1I1. The corruptions and diftempers 
'Fof the will, which is the third cauſe why 
.- men deceive themſelves. Which. are 


{many > Lwill enly nametrec, 


2 Firſt, When the will is reſolved og 
Fon 1n a finful courſe , and chen ſets the 


> Thus much of the ſecond cauſe of 


$anderſtanding a' work to defend . it. 
WWhence it fareth with the ſoul, as with 


” LY 


"WM man rhat cometh to ſearch for ſtolen 

; "hp. . hi F 4 

{ poods, who laving received a bribe a- 

'Worehaud, ſearcheth every where but 

"IFhcre it is, & lo the man is never found 

; by at tobe what he is: So a man having | 
'bS -K __ taſked 
YA wes. 


| 
} i 
= 2 
as 


they know little of them(clves., "oF: 

: thoſe fins& luſts that haunt them,wit: 

\ they muſtpart with, . becauſe'this | 
-*eroubleth them, jt hinders them if 43 

_ "Keeping in their ſecurceeſtare,ard thi 
Fore they draw the'@urtain bere : 

.. rrfany men that live: in choſe fins,off - 
":otoficft uſury, linding the gain, &E 
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eaſted the (weetneſs of a ſinful courſe y 


(which pleaſure bribes him) hes con- 
tentedto ſearch intoevery corner of hy 
heart, andtotry himſelt, as many dy: 


except there where his darling luſtliq- 
he ſits upon that , and covers it willing} - 


from his own eyes, as Rachel did upg 
ſtoln goods,&lo never finds out himſy. 


yohn 3.20, A mantbat has a mindj 
fleep quietly , will cauſe che curtaj} 
to bedrawn, and will not let ſome ligi 

comein, butſhuts our all that , or. 
mach as may hinder him from ſleepiq 
So a man havinga mind to ſleep in fot;. 
- particular ſinful courſe at his caſe » ms 
(ſearch himſelf,and ler ſome light cop- 
'mro-his mind. . .. .. ...& 
And hence many prophang perſqay 
<thatknow much, their opinions aret' 


thodox, their diſcourſe ſayory. , yolſ# 
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'  Rting he ſweet of thar fin , will read all 
books, gotoall thoſe Miniſters , the 

© ſuppoſe, that hold ir lawful, and fo 
pick up and gather reaſons to defend the 
He falacis of che ſin, & ſo becauſe they 


'' wouldoot have it tobe a ſin, find out 
'*. reaſous whereby they think ir no fin;but 
"the bottom is this , their will has got the 

- bribe, & aow the underſtanding playes 
'  theLawyer, andhence men live in the 
|. moſtcrying ſins, andareſureto periſh 

| -becauſethey will not know they are in 
.. -anerrour. | 

Secondly, When the willſets the nn- 
s- derſtanding awork to cxtenuate& le(-. 
> ſenfla; for many, when they ſee their 
- -fin, yet make ir imall by looking at the 


: Falſe. end of their optick glaſs \, they 
F: think ſuch (mal matters never make .any 
C! -breach berween theLord and their ſauls. 


2 Heace they-fay x the-. beſt man ſons lever 
\ -OPimes aday > and who, canfay my beart-.is 
t .Cleen'? What is the-reaſon that. a Child 
} ob -Godhas littlepoace: many times af- 
F tercommiſſion of (aaall fins? . Oh {-Itis 
þ. "becauſe they-.ſee-the horrible nature of 
F of cholcaſk fin, . ſmall-wrongs.againitfo 
2 -Hear,\fagreat a frieadohe Lord 1s, \1t 
E C2 _.. _. - 
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never troubled for Frcat fins, becauſe :{/ 
'they make a light matter of them, - # 


-ruſh on in ſin, as the horſe into the bat- 7; 
' tle. Hence men never fear their eſtates, #;- 
becauſe they know notGods wrath han- 2; 
Lgingoverthem, Coldeft Snakes when, 

They are frozen with cold, never ſting . 
norhurt ; one may carry a neft of them * 


fire, thenthey hiſs and Ring : ſo fin; 
when it is brought near Gods wrath , 
{that devouring fire) it makes men cry"; 
outof themſelves then, I am undone, 7 
- oh, Lam a loſt ereature ; bur being not* 
"thus heated, (in neyer makes a man cry 
_ + Theſe arethe cauſes why menareig-'S 
*norantoftheir woful miſcrable cſtate,# 
which lenorance is the firſt Rook, or-this 
-firftpowder plot thar ſpoils thouſands, 
© Yertherearethree more dangerous} 
- -* becauſe more ſecret. *S& 


- *+'Theſecon , 
fon why men” reaſon of maps carnal ſells 
\ Cyllnthemſelves, +» curiy# 


+ 
12 + i» iO 


curs their hearts ; yet a carnal heart s - 


k 


Thirdly, Willful ignorance of the}: 
horrible wrath of God. Hence men * 
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in-his boſome ; bur bring them to the? 
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- " Nowfollowsthe ſecond 
conilrea- - reaſon of mens ruin, b 
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curity, whereby men cannot be afteged, 
with,noc ſo much as have hearts ro de- 
© fre ctocome out of their miſery, whcu 
» they know it;for if a mans mind under- 
 ſtandbismiſery,yctiftheheart be hardor 
Nec py,8& uot affeed,lcaden, w ounded Y 
humbled, & made to groan under it,he 
* will nevecgreatlycarc to come out of it, 

Iſai. 10. 9, 10. Now this is the eſtate of 

many a ſoul , he doth know his miſery, 

 butby reaſon of the ſleepy, ſecure ſente. 

. leſs ſpirit of ſſamber,he never feels1r,vor 
mourns under it, & focomes out oft... 

Reaſon t. Now the realous of this 
1ecuricyatretheſe. 

, Becauſe God pours not out the fil! 
© meafure of his grace upon men, becaule 


ol 


he kindies not the pile of wrath that lics 


0 ” FF +*,z -_ 


d . 
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+ Upon men, its reſerved and Conced- 
led, not revealed from heaven,and ſobong 


þ 
24 


\ lerGod frown , Miniſters threaten, and - 

| \mallerjudginents drep , yet they will 

| never ſeek {lielter in Jefus Chriſt, Nabum 

{ I. 2. bur flcepin their fins, until God” 
6 Tain down floods of horrour, þlood , _ 
þ fre, until Gods arrows ſtick in mens = 
E Heart,they wili never ſeek out of them<''* {| 
ſelves unto Jeſus Chriſt, Ecclef, 3. 11. 


- 
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<0 lopg asGods plagues were upon Pha- -. 
raob, he giveth fair words, & Moſes *; 
| muſt be (ent to pray for him : but: - 
when Gods hand is taken away , now--. 
Pharaohs hcart is hardned. $o long-as... 
Gods fword is in his (cabard, men have-;* 
- ſuch ſtout hearts, that they will never-;;. 


yield , God muſt wound and cut deep... 
and ſtab, and thruſtto the very heart ,.-- 
elſe men will never yield , never awa- 7; 
ken ; till Gods fiſts be about mens cars, : 
(14 


teis dragging them to the ſtake, men - 
Yill never awake and cry fora pardon. 
| anddeliverance of their woful eſtate. **. 
Reaſon 2. Secondly, Becauſe if rhey: * 
do in part fcel, avd fo fear Gods wrath, - 
they put awaythecvil day far from theny ” 
they hope they ſhall do better heteafrer, |. 
_ repent fome other Sage ning : 
they-ſay, (oul cat, drink, follow t ye ; 
ſports , cups, queans ; thou haſt a trea-;" 
ſure oftime, which ſhall not be ſpeat iy; 
tmauy years , Iſai. 2.2. 12. 13.that look. 
AS it1$ with the wax, lctit bo of nevelſ- 
ſo plyable a diſpoſition, and the fire n6: 
ver ſohot, yer ifit be not þroughc new; 
the fice , and be held inthe fire, it n&?. 
., Ver melts, but ſtill cemains- hard; fo i. 
_ y 
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' ishere, Leta man ®r woman bave ne- 

:;: Yer ſo gentle or plyable a nature, and 

-.. let Gods wrath be never ſo hot & dread- 

- | ful intheir judgmetit, yet if they make 

: not the day of wrath preſent to them, if 

'* they ſee it not ready every moment I@ 

light upon their hearts , they are never 

melced , but they remainhard- hearted, 

ſecure fleepy wretches, and never groan 

to come 6ut of their woful eſtate, & this 

+ Is the reaſon why many men , that 

- haveguilty conſciences, tho' they have *' 

many (ccret wiſhes and purpoles tobe 

: beter, yer never cry out of themſelves, 

-- nor never (zek carneſtly for mercy , till 

" theyly upon their death-bed, & then, 

- Oh! The promiſes that they ply God 

with, try me Lord, and reſtore me once 

more to my healch and life again , and 

thon ſhalt {ce how thankful 1 will be z 

becaule that now they apprehend wrath 

and mifery near unto them, Heb.x.13. 
Reaſoa 3, Thirdly, Becauſe they think 

they can bear Gods wrath , tho' they 

do conceive it near athand , even atthe 

very doors : men think not that hell 1s 

{o hot, or the Devil fo black , nor.God 

ſoterrible as indeed he is, And hence 
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Hell 1s not ſo horriblea place, V 
' Reaſon 4. Fourthly, Becauſe they. 
know no better an eſtate. Hence tho';- 
they feel their woful & miſerable condi-* 
tion, yet they deſire not to come out of? 
it. Altho' men find hard lodging in they 
world, hard times , hard friends, hard” 
hearts , yetthey make a ſhift with whap 
chey find in this miſerable Inn , ual 
they come tohell; for ſucha man put}. 
fued by outward miſerics or jnwattf- 
troubles,there ſtays.. O miſerable may} 
that makes ſhift till ke come to hell;r tl : 
" may hear of the happy eſtate of Godp”. 
| = pears 
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people , bur net knowing ot it expert- 


mentally; they ſtay where they are,7ohn. 


4 14. 


Take 4 Princes child, and bringit up 


in a baſe houſe and placezit never aſpires 
after a Kingdom or Crown: So men 


| hatcht in this world, knowing no better 


an eſtate , never caſt about them to get a 


betrer inheritance than that they ſcram-. 


ble for here, Wives mourn for' me 
long abſence of their beloved huſbands , 
becauſe they know them & their worth, 
God may abſent himſelf from men. , 
weeks, months, years, but men ſhed net 
one tear for it ,. becauſe they never taſt- 
ed the Fweetneſs of his preſence. Ir is 
ſtrange to ſee men take more content in 
their Cups and-Catds, Pots and Pipes, 
Dogs and Hawks ,. than inthe feNow- 
ſhip of Ged and Chriſt, in Word', in 
Prayer, in Meditation , which Ordi- 
nances are burdens and priſons unto 


them. What is the reaſon of it?Is there 


no more ſweetneſs: in the. preſence: of 
Gods ſmiling in Chriſt, than in a filthy 


Whore? Yes, but they know not the | 


worth, fweetneſs, ſatisfying poodneſs 
of a Ged; yer into freſh waters they will 
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' ever return, becauſenow they take a ; 

| largedifference betwixteach eſtate.Soit 
; Is here, if men didbut once taſte of the : 
happineſs of Gods people, they would 4 


Fa 


Y ” 


not for a thouſand worlds be one half © 
hour in their wild looſe Sca again, 
Reaſon 5. Fifthly, Becauſe if they ©; 
do know a better eftare, yertheir pre- + 
ſenc pleaſures,their floth do ſo bewitch ; 
them, and Gods denyals when they ſeek *: 
| unto him, do fo far diſcourage them, : 
that they ſleep ſtill ſecurely in that e- - 
Race. A flothful heart, bewirched with . 
preſcar eaſe and pleaſures, and delights, * 
conſidering many a tear , many a prayer - 
muſt it make , many a nipghc muſt ic * 
break its ſleep, many a weary ſtep muſt © 
it take toward heaven,and Chriſt, if ever '- 
ie come there,grows diſcouraged & dew 
ded, and hard-hearted in a ſleepy eftare, . 
 & ha] rather have aBird inthe hand than © 
2 inthe buſh, Prov.1.32.Fer.q48.11. The 
Iſraelites wiſhed that they were at their j- 
 Onyous and gurlick again in Beype. Wa | 
there no Camean? Yes, but they wiſhedj 
_ thys,becanſe there were walls buile up 6 þ 
' Heaven, and Giants,fons of Anckin | 
the Land , difficultics to overcome. O| 
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fothful hearts ! Secondly, becauſe God - 


' ſometime pur them to ſtraits & denyed 
them what they ſought for , they were 
of ſuch a waſpiſh, reafty, ſullen ſpi- 
rit, that becauſe the Lord had them not 
always on his knees, they would run 
away : ſo many a man meets with ſor- 
row cnough in his finfu] dropfie drun- 
ken eftate , he hears of Heaven and a 
better eſtate, yer why goes he to his 
| Ivſts& flelh pots again?Oh becauſe there 
are ſo many difficulties and blocks, and 
hinderances in his way,and becaufethey 
pray and findnot caſe ; therefore they 
eat, drink; laugh, ſport, and ſleepin 
their miſerable eſtate ſtill, Marth. 7. 14. 
therefore men walk in the broad way , 
becauſe the other way tolife is ſtrait and 
narrow; It is a plague , burden , a 
riſon to be ſo ſtrict : men had rather 
ralmoſtan hour.-in the ſtocks , than 


7 


bean hour in prayer; men had rathee 


be damned art laft, than ſweartirt our , & 
run through the race to receive the 
Crown, and hence men remaiy ſecure, 
Reaſon6. Sixthly , Becauſe of the 
ſtrange ſtrong power of ſin , which 
dears that ſway over mens ſouls , thar 
| K -6 __ they. 
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' * they mult ferve it, as priſoners ſtoop to. | 
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wag near, they groped for the door. Men /F 


' Gods mercy:- hence like Cam, men are F 


miflion they. bad been promiſed their” þ 
lives,yet) being cepſcious of their vil-F 
 lany , madea curiens banquet, and ati 

''i theendofir, every man drank up his 8 

. glaſs ef poyſon, and kiiled-himſelf;- Se 7 

a2 feelin - (uch horrible hard hearts &';Þ 


eater Patel or # WES 14 at” Mo} 4 So 
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their Jaylor, as ſouldiers that have raken: þ; 


their pay, their pleaſure of ſm, muſt fol- [3 


low it as their Captain, tho" they go F- 
marching onto eternal ruin: nay, tha' F: 
Dooms- day ſhould beto morrow, yet F 
they muſt & will ſerve their luſts, Rom. Þ 
I. ult, As the Sodomites , when they.. | 
were ſmitten with blindneſs,which tor- F 
mented their eyes, astho' they had been Þ. 
pricked with thorns,(for ſo theHebrew- *: 
word ſignifies ). even when deftruQtion. þ; 


cannet bur fin tho' they periſh for ſin.,. 
hence they. remain ſecure. * 
Reajon7. Seventhly , Deſpair of jj 


ruhnagartes from the face of God ; men | 


-think they ſhall never find mercy. when | 


all is done: henee they grow: deſperatly Þþ 
ſinful ; like thoſe [talzax Senaters , that ;F 
deſparing of their lives (when upon ſub - Þþ 
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The Sincere Convert, 215 © 
being privy to ſuch notorious lins, they 
caſt away.lives, and heaven, 2nd ſouls 
for luſt; and ſo periſh wofully, be-. 
- cauſethey lived deſperately, and ſo ſe- 


curely. | 


*  Eightly,Becauſe men nouriſh a blind, 
| falſe, flattering hope of Gods mercy. : | 

* hence many knowing and ſuſpetting 

; that all is nought with them, yet having 
\.. ſome hope,rhey may be in a good efftare, 
3 and God may, love them : hence they ly 
: down ſecarely,andreſt in their flattering 
- hope. Henec obſerve, thoſe people thar 

* ſeldom come to a conclufion,toa point, 
- thar either they aretn the ſtate of grace 
: or out of it , that never come to be affe- 
ed, but remain ſecure intheir condt- 

tion; they.commoenly grow te this de- 

ſperate concluſion , that they hope God 
will be merciful unto them; if not, they 
cannot help it: like the man that had on 
hisTarger thePiure ofGod and rhe De- 
vil: nnderthe firſt he wrote , fs- tu 7077 
Vs, if thou wilt not , under the other he 

writ, ple rogitat , here's owe will. 

Nmthly, Becaaſe men bring aottheix 
| hearts under the hammer ef Gods word 
.to be bxoken , they never bring theit 
7 _. . "Un 
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the Angels backs fortheir prideztheLord 
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City, and make alight matter of them? 
Doſt thou ſee hell-fire before thee, and 
yer wilt venture , art thou worſe than 
a beaſt which we cannot beat nor drive 
into the fice , if there be any way to e- 
ſcape? Oh, get thine heart to lament 
mourn under thy miſeries, who knows 
then but the Lord may pity thee? But oh, 
hard heart ? thou canſt mourn for loſles 
and crofles, burning of pogds & houſes, 
yet tho'God be loſt,and his image burnt 
down, &allis goae,thou.canft notrmourn_ 
If chive heart were truly afte&ed, the pil- 
low would be waſhed with thy tears, & 
the wife in thy boſom would be witneſs 
to thine heart breakings in midgight for - 
theſe fins which have! grieved the Spiric 
of God manya time, thou couldeſt nor 
flecp quietly , nor comfortably withour 
aſlurauce. If you were lick to death , 


' Phyſicians thould hear how you de; and. 


if you were humbled, weſhoyld have 
you in the buterneſs of your ſpirits cry. 

out, what ſhall we detbut knew it,thou 
muſt mourn here or in hell, If God 
broke Davids benes for his aflultery, 8& 


ifever he (arcs thee 


; will break 
heart (68, F” "0 


ak thine 
_ 


broken heart, 


_ nor the Sun-ſhine of mercy melrtit, t 


miſery. 


eAnſm. Take a fpll view of thy mi- þ 
ſery. 2. Take ſpecial | 

How to get a notice of theLords1ea- *F: 
dincſs and willingneſs | 
to receive thee yet un- -* 
to mercy : for two things harden the ' 


heart. 1, Falſe hope, whereby a man; 


hopes, he is notſo bad, as indeed he + 
5, 2, No hope, whereby a man, : 
"when he fſeeth himſelf fo notori. 


IS, 


ouſly bad, thinks here is no i 


in the Lord to pardon, or receive fucha 
monſter of men to mercy ;and if neither. 


the hammer can break thy ſtony heart 


haſt an heart worſe than theDev?l, 8 art 


. a fpeQacle of the greateſt mercy. 1. In 
In regard of:Gods : ! 
* wrath. "= 4. 


regard of fin. 2. 


Firſt, Inregard of\ fin. Thou .ha 
ſinned, & that grievouſly againſt a great 
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Queſt. But thou wilt ſay, How ſhall * 
Ide ts get mine heart afteted.with my.: >» 
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God, thou makeſt no great marter-# 
of this: No, buttho' it beno load-to: 
| thee, itsa load on the Lords heart, 1/2: 
- 1,24.and time will come he will 
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The Sincere Convert. 219 
the whole ſinful World by rivers of 
fire and blood to know what an evil ut 


15 


God . and ſling a dapger at the heart 
of God. 2. In every ſirthou doſt ſpight 
againſt God : forit there were but one 
enly thing whetcin a man cou}ddothis- 
 frieqd adiſpleaſure, was not here ſpight 
{ ſeelf ifhe did that thing? Now tell me , 
' has not the Lord been a geod friend un- 
co thee!. Tell me, wherein-has he grie- 
ved thee? and teil me , in what one 
thing canſt thoupleaſe the Deyil , and 
do God adiſpleaſure, but by fin?yetgO 
hard heart , thou makelt nothing of 1t. 
But conſider thirdly , In every f thou 
doſt diſ-throve God , and frerh thy 
ſelf above God : for in every fin this 
queſtion is put, whole will ſhall be 
done,Gods will or mans? Now man by 
{in ſers up his own will tbove the Lords, 
and fo Kicks God, (bleſled forever, a- 
dored of millions of Saints and Angels) 
as filth under his feet, What , will this 
break your hearts? . "4 
Contider then of Gods wrath, the - 
Certainty of 1t , the fopgarnblency : 
F') w_ 
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of it, how thardyiog inthy fivs, & ſe- } 
cure eſtate, it ſhall fall; for when men' -, 
iy: 21 Thel,s, 3,4, Peace, peice, F 
then.cometh ſudden deſtrufion at una- k 
_ wares; pray therefore to God to reveal 
this to thee, thar thine heart may break 'F- 
under it, Secondly , conſider of the [| 
Lords mercy and readineſs toſave thee, 'Þ 
2 Cor. 5.19, Who hasprepared mer-' 
Cy,, and intreats thee to rake it, and wai- '| 
teth every day for thee to that end, =þ 
, The third Reaſon of ;;. 
Threegeneral mans ruin is; that carnal *} 
Reaſons of confidemce, whereby men 
mans rum. {ecktoflavethemſelves,& 
—_ to ſcramble our of their 
miſerable eſtate by their own duties & f 
performances, when they do fcel theme - 1 
felves miſerable : the ſoul doth as thoſe, |; 
Heſ.5.13. men when they be wounded |} 
& troubled, they never look after Jeſus 
Chriſt, burgototheirown waters to 
heal themſelves, like hunted Harts when 
the arrow is in them, Rom.9.31.32:. K 
For the opening of this point ;1 ſhall | 
{hew you theſe rwo things. © 
| I. Wherciathisreſting in Duties ap» Þ|- 


Peach, I 
Ry T Why | 
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-- 2. Whydo menreſt in themſelves. | 
& * Firſt, This reſting in | 


{ Duties appears in theſe FFhereinmens. 
+. elcycn degrees. reſting in Du- 
F ties appears. 


1. The ſoul of a poor ſinner, 1t 1gnQ- 
S rantly bred ar.d brought up, refts.con- 
Þ& figdently in fuperſtitious vananies: Alk 
'& adevout Papiſt how he hopes to. bs 
F faved? he will anſwer, By. his good 
4; works: Butenquire farcher , what are 
F theſe good works? why , forthe molt 
part (uperſtitious Qnes of their own 117 
venctions (for the Crow thinks her own 
bird faireſt)as whipping theraſclves,pil- 
grimage, _— mumbling over theig 
0 


Pater- noſters , bowing down. to Images 
& Crofles. EP 

2. Now thefe being baniſhed from 
the Church avd Kingdom , theo mey 
ſtand upon their titular profeſſion of the 
true Religion, altho'* they be Devils in- 
carvate 10 their lives. Look up & down 
the Kingdem you (hall ſee ſome roaring 
drinking , dicing , carding , whoting 
ww Taverns and blind Alchouſes ; others 
— out their oaths, their mouths 
ever calling out like reging Sees » filthy 
frothy 
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| forthy ſpeeches: oth« rs, like !ſmails ,* 
 ſcofhing acthe beſt men, yer theſe are! 

_ coalidearthey ſhall be ſaved. Why (they if 

ſay)they arc no Papiſts, hang them,they) 
will diefoc their Religion , and rather Þ 
 burathan turn againby thegrace of God 
— Thusthe Jews boaſted, they. were eA-" 
 brahams ſeed; Zeph. 4,11. fo our car-'Þ 
nal pcople boat: Am not I a good pro- 

_ teftane? aml not baptized? ds nor [ Þ 

hve inthe Charch, and therefore reſting 'Þ 

here, hopeto befaved? I remenabera' 

Judge, when one pleaded once with 

him for his life, rhar he mighr not be ' 

hanged, becauſc he was a Gentleman; IF 
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he rold him , that therefore he ſhould 
. havethe Gallows made higher for him; 
ſo when thou pleadeft, Lam aChriſtiam; 


&agoodProteſtant(yet thou wilt drink; 3 
and {weat,and whore,neglect prayer, &: 
break Gods Sabbath} and therefore thou; 
hopeſt to be ſaved : I tell thee, thy con-! 
.demnation hall-be greater, and thy> 
plagues in hell the heavier. «<_ * 
* 3- If men have no peace here , then; 
they flceto , and reſt 1n the goodnels of} 
| their inſides: you ſhall have manyja many; 
whom if you follow to his chamber foul 
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| ſhall find very devoat , and they pray 
heartily for the mercy of God and for- 

oiveneſsof fins: but follow them. out 

| oftheir Chambers, watch cheir diſcour- 

$ ſes, you ſhall find it frothy and vain,.& 

- now and then powdered with faithand 

' truth, and obſcene ſpeeches ; Watch _ 
them whea they are creſt, you ſhall ſee 

L them as angry as Waſps, and ſwelllike 

E. Turkies , and fo ſpit out their venome 

> like Dragons, Watch them ia theirjour- 

” ncys, and you ſhall ſee them ſhoar into 

© an Ale-honfe, and there (will & [wag- 

| ger, and be familiar with the ſcum of 

| the Countrey for prophaneſs , and half 

| drunk too ſometimes, Watch them oa 

| the Lords, day, take them out of the 

Church once, and ſet afide their beft 

cloaths, they-are the ſame then as ara- 

other time; and becanſe they muſt not 

} work nor ſport that day ,. they think 

| they may with a good conſcience Lleop 

the longer on the morning. Ask now 

fuch men how chey hope te be ſaved, 
lecing their lives are ſo bad;they ſay,tho” 

, they makenot ſach ſhews}, they know 
what good prayers they miake in pri- 

| Yatctheir hearts they ſay are good: I tell 
= | you 


and Tiantres. , 


Aadtcpits of” theirgoodadefi res: 


IAG "Wed 
Wis, wht Pall rhie:Conmvey if 


- 22 2 Thi. Sim neere - Con vert, 
you brethrea , he that truftech to My 
own heart, and his good defires,ands - 


_ "reftethin them, is a fool. Ihavch 


of a-man that would hauart the Tavery 
and Whore meg if ; 


Teta(s as /maty op y Tomy as! cher SC 5 ; 
againſtthe'poor weak cowardly Denil: - 
that'they think dares nor hyrt them, fy 
. F As "thay have good hearts -withi 
"8 $o6d prayersin'the Chamby;. 
Ckenee hy will-po hearto railagait 
theÞPreacher is ac hatſh: Maſter, if hey 
Hot Dd fort thenwith-chis ,: that Ml 

44. fHcit' ood! Weatrs cannot: 
2, ; but-<on{etence tefts them ch, n 
qffvunditidfour;, 'andforten at of. 
Irithin; pony lrap. evans | I 
Boy Mill lefye '(thefe geo 1h 
id*<o2tuftig FBardvng ;Tonm 
/ 0Aht Tubh $ 
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eſcape the pollurions of the world, as 
Swine that arceſcaped and waſhed from 
outward filth, yet the (winiſh nature re- 
main ſtil;likeMariners that are goiog to 

' ſomedangerous place 1gnorantly,if they 

meet with ſtorms , they go not back- 


* ward, but caſt out their goods that in« 
danger their ſhip, and (o go forward 
: fill: ſo many a man'going toward hell, 
', is forced to caſt out his luſts and ſitis;bur 


"© he gocth on in the ſame way ſtill for all 
| thar. T he wildeſt bealts , ( as Stapps ) | 

if they be kept waking froin Neep long , 
' will grow tame; ſo conſcience giving 
- amanno reſt for ſome hos he live h ins 
 .hegroweth tame. 'Aethat 'was aWild 
/. Gentleman before, remains the fame 
man Rtill ,, only he is imade*tame "now 
(that is) civil and ſmooth'in his whidle 
courſe , and hence they 'reſtin 'tefor- 

= <q via" vie? Fi. (el) Yo * Zo, 
, matjon , 'which reformation 'is eQin- 
| , monly but of lome croubleſoine fin,2& 
.wing their trade of fin'at atiothe? de- 
kt; and hence ſo me men. ' Ge 


| their drinking ad mhor! & » "> Titan 
, COYetous , Becaale there if "wore bij 

. at That mirket; ſometimes it is beCruſe 
fin has lett themgas an old man. 4, If 
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_ to their Humiliations , Repentings Tears, 


again , and 
with many a man, many people have: 


then they do as Crows that o1Vec them- vt 

ſelves a vomit by {wallowing 'down; 

ſome ſtone when they are ſick,and then; 
| they are well again; ſo when men are{: 
troubled for their fins, they will gije}. 
_ themfelveya yomir of prayer , a vomith 
, ®f confeſſion, and humiliation, Iſai. 58.5,f 
" Hence many, whenthey can get no goodþ; 


_ $+- If they can have no reſt hece, chey, 


get into another ſtarting hole, they gg+. 


Sorrows, and Confeſſions. They hears. 
. man cannot be ſaved by reforming hit 
life,” unleſs he come to afflit his fort». 
too ; he muſt forrow and weep here, or 
ele cry out in hell hereafter. Herenpoy 
they betake themſelves to their ſorrow). 
tears, confeſſions of fins , and now thes 
wind is down, & the tempeſt is over,&*: 
they make themſelves fafe , Aatth. in," 
21. They would have repented, that ii” 
the Heathen, as Beza ſpeaks; when any; 


wrath was kindled from Heaven, thith. 
would go to their ſackcloeth 8 ſorrows; 
and ſo Do to pacific Gods anpeu® 

ore they reſted; ſo it is. 


fiek firs and qualms of conſcience ; and. 
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£ by this Pi-yſick , by thei ſorrows aud 
; 


- % 
v \ 
= : 
R 
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R 


tears, caſt of all again ; for making - 


-: thele chi 05 (heir. God; and ! heir Chrilt, 
"they 0Y\ themwheth'y cannorſave 
him, Matth. 3 13. moe are driven te 
”. Chrilt by the ſ-nſe of the burden of an 

hard, d:-ad,blind, filthy i-eart, thap by 
"the (enſe of ſorrows, becaufea man reſts 

"in heone, vis. 1h ferrows , moſt com- 
#* *moniy, but rrewblecs and flyes ou of 
himſelf when he feels the other : Thus 
- men reſt ia rheir repentance , and 
.th-cetore eAuguſimhas a pretty ſpeech, 

Which ſounds harſh, rhar Repentance 
damneth more than (in;meamn g tharthou- 
ſands did periſh by retting 11 11: & hence 
we (ee among many people,if they have 
. rg: aff. t:0us, they chink they are an 
- a guod tavour ; if they wanc them, they 
think then thcy are caſt-aways when ey 
. Cannot mourn, nor be affected as once 
. th y were, becault :hey reſt in them. 
6. It they have no reſt here, then they 
* turn moral mea, tha: 1s, {ti1ct in all rhe 
' du:1es of the moral law,we:ich is 2 great- 
er iwatter than reformation or humilia- 
tion that 15,they grow very juſt & fquare 
/ Intheir dealiugs wich men, and gxc<e- 
: L ding 
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ding {tri in their duries , of the frl ? 
_ ' Table cowards God; as fafting, praying I 
| bearing, reading; obſerving the Sabbathſk z 
and thus the Pharijees lived , and hen $ 
they are called ,The ſtridt Sed of the P hap). 
Yijees. Tak: heed you miſtake me no, 
I ſpeak not againſt iridnefs bur againf 2 
reſting in it , for excepr your ep. 4 
oulnels exceed theirs, you {hall my 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
ſhall fiad theſe men flye from baſe pol ; 
ſors & places like the Peſt houſes, com 
niend the beſt books , cry down the Ci 
of che time, and cry againſt civil or mg 
ral men ( the eye ſces nor it ſelf ) & crjþ 
up Zeal and forwardneſs. Talk with) 
him about any' moral duties, charan 
to be done” towards God or man, hy 
will ſpeak well abour the excelleng 
and 6096 he of it , becauſe his trad 
and $Kill whereby he hopes to ach 
living , and earn eternal life , lyeth 
there, bur ſpeak abour Chrift, andy 
ving by faith in him and from him 4 
and bottoming the ſoul upon the pros 
miles ( pieces of Evangelical rightcoul: 
nels ) he that is very skilfal in au: 
point of controyerſie , 1s as gnprat { 
_ _ almo 


A * 
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Ealmoſt asa beaſt when he is examined 
Ehere: Hence if Miniſters preach againſt | 
Phe ſins of the time , they commend. 
Fic for a ſpecial Sermon, as it haply 
2 deſerves too ; bur let chem: ſpeak of 
Fany ſpiricual inward ſoul working point 
they T0 AWAY » anJ {iy , he was in 
Ftheir judg:nent confuſed and obſcure, 
& for their parts they underſtood him nor. 
E{( Beloved) Pictures are pretty things 
Eto look on, and chart is all the good- 
& neſs of them, ſo cheſe men are {( as 
E Chriſt looked on and loved the naty- 
E: ral young mau in the Goſpel )and that's 
Fall their excellency. You know , in 
 Noahs flood, all that were not in the 
| Ark, tho' they did climb and get to 
& the top of che talleſt mountains, they 
W were drowned: ſo labour to climb ne- 
WE ver ſo ligh in morality, and the du- 
& ties of both Tables, if thou goeſt 
& not into Gods Ark , the Lord Jeſus 
W Chriſt, thou art ſure to periſh eter- 
TW nally. M 
7. Ifthey have no reſt here in their 
morality, they grow hot within, and turg 
marvellous Zealous for gaod cauſes & 
W courſes, and there they ſtay aud warm 
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os themſelves: if their OW1l R:-:Thus Py a : 
5. hilip. 3 6. Was Zealous, & there reſt EC 


»Simils in_their ſhells , bur racher thi 


ſtate, children, any thing almoft! 


get pardon for the tha of their {of 
Ac 6. L 


peu that wh-chis|-k- nao Evangel F 
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Thry- ll not live as many do, 


they will be damned for want of dou 
they w_ content to give away theit 


8.1fch- y find no help from hence;l - 
are forced to lec & ſay , when ihey ha 
done all they arcunprofi: able (ervantyj 4 2 
they fan 11sI[rhatwi11ch r!:ey dozrhen thi 


cal obeience, they tink ro hw 
by mourning or their fathngs in thel 
good duties, defiring co be betrer, ak. 
promiſing for the time rocame ro $i p 
and therein reſt, Deut. 5.29. 

9. Ifthey feel a want of all theſe, thy "4 
th-y dig within themſelves fc.c powerlf 


leave fin , power ro be more holy aff 
humb.e,agd ſothink to work out theſ 
ſelves intime , out of this eſtate, and} 
they dig for pearls in their own duns þ 
hil, and will not. be beholding co. p14 
Lord Jeſas, to live on him in the wal 


of all; they think ro ſet up themſely 
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Fout of their own flock 5s ithout Jetus' «+ 
4 *Ci-riſt,&ſoas the Propher Hoſea _ 
&;ch 14. 3>4. Think-to fave themſclves by 
W537 ocur 0701774 on Horjcs, thats, by their 


We FOwn abi.it1es. « 
WW 10.1t.h. y fel no help here,then th ey* 
00 unto Chit for grace and 4 condi C0) 
WG and d » bet er, wheteby they 
W may {ve themſelves; and ſo they live 
W upon (hiſt , char they may Icave off. 
WW themſ-ly's, they goun'o Ennſt, they 
"al ei JOHNOTh hriſt , P/al, $8 34 3F- like 
pb Elings (ha 0: tor POW: TI tO A. tl er. 
© work, t520 EV NGy Cari thei: wages: 
E AC _ ©: God cowents lim: ell with , 
{ ard 1: v-S:.. ithe ink riane hl 1 If, ho 
E Lorne niercy his ike Lt 
I F' 27-01 NN Fe ti. (ee many 1onr C. ak 
x lt Ut) 182 {4 VELY LOA the a-. 
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BP J 
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le \ riathe's. en gre) LY 
tread of wrath To a::die ho PO=. 
 Wwerwut lin and Sat in. 
Sec! madly, * KY old Chriſt i IST he Oll- 
ly Saviour, 
Tiurdiy, Thac rh.is ſalvation is not by 
aby Righteoulueſs in a Chiiſt, burRigh- 
L 1 tevul- 
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*requſneſ(s from a Chriſt, only by giviaſ 
a-man powerto do; and then ut . 
ry en$* doipgs in his blood , he merit 
their life. Thus the wiſcit aid devouk 
teſt ofthem profeis, as 1 am able nf: 
manifcf{t; juſt ſo da. many. Chiiſtian 
live: Firft , Talhciem (clves ful ; 
of lin, andaret Fs Ny” yre aſh 
weary of their lives WE: 
they find :o puwer 0 Wpchemleſ I j 
Senndly \ heceu pon hearing, rhat of 
Ly Chrit t can fave EB , they 26 unt} 
Chriſtto tremovetheſe 1s: hattyre cheal A 
_ andload them, that he would enab/® 
them to do better than formerly. Thirhs 
ty, if rtey gertheſe fins ſubdued and it 
moved, andifhen ind power to i 
better, then of _ (bali be - 
ved: Wheareg ayctt be damnef 
& go to the DU 3 Elebe! thou doellh 
| eſcape all; he phn0ns of r|:;eWorld,s 
thar no: ?folf F \clf and ſtrength, but a 
trom the nar of Jelns Chtilt ,* ' fl 
Pet. ..ZO, L ſay yy VWSHeEtO you for evers 
if youdicin chis eſtai2, ics with ouiff 
Chriſtians in this eaſe,it 1s w:ch the [vgy 
which claſpes aud groweth about rhe 


8 Tee þ 3 and draws ſap tcom the Tree, bu 
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WF ic orows not 077 withihe-Tree , becauſe 

W it 15 not ingratied intothe Tree; fo ma- 

If vy aloul cometh co Chriſt, to ſuck juyce 

K- from Chriſt tro maintain his own berries 

&- (his own ſtock of grace) alaſs, he is bur | 

WW. lvy, hc isno member or branch of this 

WW Tree; and hence he never groweth to 

& be one with Chriſt. Now the reaſons 

why men reſt io theic duties are theſe. 

= KRea/on 1. Fiſt, en, 

& Becaulc it is natural Phy mendo ret 

&F to a man out of in their good 

E Chr:iſtto do fo. eA- duties, 

=_— i491 avd all his po- | 

C. itcruy Was to be ſaved by bis doivg, Ds 

** thicand (he, work & here 151]y wages; 
wit life wear it : Hence ail 1s po- 
ite'1:y ſegks to rbis day to be laved by 
doing, Mike father 4. like ſon. Now 
to come agbof all dutfes truly roaChriſt 
has 107 ſo much as a coat ii mnocence' y 
much los corrupted natore 4 heoce men * 
ſeek tothemſelves: now as it 1s with a 
bankrupt ,when kis ſtock is [pent, & his 
eſtate crackr, before tie wili turn Pre - 
tice , or live vpon another, be will 
turn Pedler of ſmall wares, and fo 
follow his old trade with a leſs 

LS ftock:. 


#t::ck : ; lo Ven 


felve:s by hen duries , j0Þr ry 
Men ſcekto fave them'eives by thei. 
own {wiming, when boy lee 10 cable 
caſt ou: tv help :hem. 


Now 1n torſaking all duties a lou] goell- 
| toheaven quite out of himſelf, and : het B- 
- he maſt Walk my aycar , andrhatf 
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naturaily Wl. 


their ow: trade, of doing, and hog. 


toget their lvi1 ghar Wy 3 and tend 


ne nNaving no EXPEerIvonce of :radinf 


wiuhi hnſtby; faith, livec Frhem/clve 


Sempſon , whici: all li1s ſtreygch 1s. lt 
would go toihake [1mfclt as ar oth 
times;fo when niens ſtreng! thisloſt, 
God and grace 15 loſt, yer men will g 4 
and try iow the? can live by ſhifts at A 
working forthemlelves (till F- 
Reaſon 2, Secondly, Becauſe me 
are ignorant of jeſus Chriſt and his right: , 
reou! ineſs; ; ence met caynor go un {1 
him , b-cauſe rhey ſee him ©o:;'; kent q,* 
they {hifr 2% 7el as they C 37) for hems, 


verſ, mY 


Reafon . Z«- Tiuedly Pe: aſe hit: 
1s the caleſt way to co: wforce! thc hearty 
and pacific conſcience , & ro piraſe God, * 
as the foul thinks; becaule by this mea " 
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a man goes no fareher tt. 20 himſelkþ 
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The Sincere Convert. 235 
a little it may be. Now 1t a fainting 
man havee Agua vite at his beds head,he 
will not knock up ihe Shopxeeper for 
it Men thit havea Balſom of their 
own to heal chem , will not goto the. 
Phy!ician. BOLT 
Rea/on 4. Fourthiy, Becanſe by 
vertue of theſe: duties aman may hide his 
fins, andlive quietly 1n his fin , yet be 
accounted 3n honeſt man: as the whore 
inche Prev. 7. 14> 16. having perfor- 


*  medhervows, can intice Withoar ſuf- 


pition of men, or check of conſcience; 
ſo the Scribes and Pharifees were horri- 
bly coverous , but their long prayers | 
covered their deformities, Mat. 23. 
24. andhence men fer their duties at a 
higher rate than they are worth, thin- 
king they ſhall ſave them; becauſe they 
are ſouſeful to them, Good duties,like 
new apparel on a man purſued with 
Hue and cry of conſcience, keep him 

from being known. i 
Uſe 11. Take heed of reſting in, duties. 
Good duties are mens money , Without 
Which they: think themſelves poor and 
miſcraþle; bur.take heed that you E7 your 
meney periſh not together, Gal. 5, 3, The 
| © 
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B. 


paths to 4ell b2 buc two, The Firſt ig;.;. 


the path of ſen, Which isa licty way, 3e-.: 


4 

This 
a» 

4, 


condly, the path of Duties, which ( re. *.; 
Rtedin)is but aclearer way, When the"... 


Iſraelites were1n diſtreſs, Fudz.10. 14 
the Lord bids them go to the gods they 
ſerved ; {ſo whea thou ſhalt ly howling 
,on thy death-bed, the Lord will ſay,go 


» 
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unto the good prayers and performances © 


thed: Oh», they will be miſecable com- 
forters at that day. 
Objef}.,-But I think thou wilt ſay, 


_ notrue Chriſtian man hopes:to be ſaved 
| byhis good works and daties, but only. 


| by the mercy of God and mevits of 
Chriſt, wh 
eAnſw. lt is onething to truſt to be 
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 favedbydutics, agother thing to reſt in” |- 
_ duties. A man truſts unto them, whea he }+ 
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" v.18 of this opigion,that only good duties þ 


# Ccanſavchim.Aman reſts ia duties, when }: 


i.e 


can ſave him,but in hispragice he 
about to fave himſelf. 


our com non Pcoteſtints. Aad this ' 


ks a greae ſubtillicy ofche heart hat is, © 
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The Sincere Convert, 237 
whey 3 mar: thinks he cappor be ſaved 
by his go00d works and duties, bur only 
by Chriſt , be then Þoperh, becauſe he is- 
ot ti'1s opinion rhar when he has done all, 
he is an unprofitable ſervant{ which 1s anly 
an «tor work of the judgment infor- 
med aright)that therefore, becauſe he 
is of this opimon),le ſhall be ſaved. 

Bur, becauſe itis hard for to know 
whena man reſts in duties, and few 
men find themſelves guilty of this fm  : 
which ruins ſo mauy, 1lwill ſhew. two . 
things. : I. 
1. The ſigns ofa man reſtivg 1n dn» 
tics. Oc. a 
2. Theinſufficiency of all duties to 
ſfavemen. Tharſo thoſe that be found - 
ouilty of this fin, may not g00nIn1t, 

Firſt, For the fins 


whereby a man may Signs of mens 
certauily know , reſting in Du- 
when he reſts in his ties, | 


duties , which if he , 
do, (as few profeſſors, eſpecialy, but - 
they do)he peritheth eternally, 4 
Sign, 1, Firſt , Thoſe that rever _ 
yet ſaw they reſted in them, they thar : : 
never found it an hard matter tocome- ©. 
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238 The Sincere Convert, © 
_ out of their dunes, For it is moſt” 
natural fota manto ſtick in them, be." 
cavie nature fſerts men upon duties ;-* | 
hence it is a hard matter co come out of: 


reſting in durtes. For two things keep. M 
a man &roin Chriſt, 


I. 000. 4 Self ©: 
. Tavo thimes keep Now as a man Is, 


us from, ChrisF, broken off from ws 
by ſeeing and feeling , and groaning ;. 
under the power,of it : ſo is a mant 
broken for himſelf. For men had rather | 
do any thing than come unto Chriſt, 
- there is ſuch: a deal of ſelf in them ;. I . 
therefore 1f thou canſt not rel] therime | 
when-thou didft reſt in thy duties , 
and then didft groan to” be delivered | 
from theſe intanglements , I mean - 
. Not from the doing of them , this is 
__ familiſme, and prophane , ( but from ' 
reſting in the bare performances of 
them,) chou doſt relye upon thy duties / 'B 
' tothis day. | 
Sign 2. Theſe reſt in duties, chat | 
"prize the bare performances of duties *; 
wonderfully ; for thoſe duties that-. 
carry thec out of thy ſelf unto Chriſt, 
- make thee to Prize oY Now tell”: 


- 
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The Sincere Convert, 239 
me, d{t thouglory in t: y ſelf? now 
I 2m ſome boiy , 1 was ignorant. for- 
petful , hard-heayied, now I underſtand 
and remember better , and' can for- 
row for my ſins; if thou doft reſt 
here thy duties never carried thee fur- 
ther than thy felt. Doeſt thou think 
atter that thou haſt prayed with ſome 
lite, now I have done very well,and 
now thou doeſt verily think (meaning 
for thy duties) the Lord will ſave thee 
tho' thou never come to Chriſt, and 
ſayeſt as he in another caſe ; now I hope 
the Lord will do good to me, ſeeing! ]T- 
have got a Prieſt into mine houſe, Judg. 
17.13. Doelſt thou inhance the prize 
of duties thus , that thou doelſt doat 
on them, then I do pronounce from 


God, thon doeſt reſt in.them : theſe 


things ( Gaith Paul ) [ accounted gain , 


Ph:J.3.8. (rhat 1s, before his conver-' 


fon ro Chriſt, he prized them ex- 
ccedingly) but now I account them lof: 
and this is the reaſon why a Child of 
God commonly after all his Prayers, 
Tears an4 Confeſſions,doubrs much of 
Golds love rowards him? whereas a- 
nocher 'man thart-tallech ſhort of hins, 

| L 7 | _ gs 
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. and utter. emptineſs of all good : for 


- purſe (that is) feels any oood In him- | 


never qucitionerh Þis eltate , the firſt * 
ſeeth mach rotenneſs and vileneſ(s in. 
his beſt duties, and fo judgeth meanly -_ 
of bimſelf: the other ig;:0rant of the .. 
vileneſs of them , prizeth them ang + 
eſteemeth highly ofthem, and ſetting - 
his corn at fo high a price , he may ;- 
keep them to himſelf; the Lord never ;- 
accepteth them, nor buyeth them at ſo. © 
high a rate. 

Sign 3, Thirdly , thoſe that never 
came to be ſerfible of their poverty 


ſo long as a man has a penny in his © 


ſelf, he will never comea begging un- 
to Jeſus Chriſt , and therefore reſts it -| 
himſelf : Now didſt thou never feel | 
thy ſelf in this manner poor, Yiz. I 

am as ignorant as any beaſt , as vile. } 
-as any Devil ; O Lord, what a neſt 
and litter of fin and rebellion lurksin- 4 
my heart -; I once thought at leaſt , \ 
mine heart and deſires were good, but 
ROW I feel no ſpiritual life. Oh! dead - ? 
heart, I am the pooreſt, vileſt,baſeft, 
and blindeſt creature that ever lived.  ; 
It thou doeft not thus feel thy ſelE poke. 
e; | Es tReU © 
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The Sincere Convert, 241 
thou D2vE c:ii:elt out of thy aui1es - 
/ 2i. 66. 2 For wiacn the Lord vritgs 


* any man to Chriſt, he tringern hin 


e Mpty ) ena lo ne Nay make hum be=- 
holding to Chriſt tor every tarthing 
LOKen. | 
Sipn 4. Fourthly,thol: that gain no Evan- 
elical riabteouſneſs by dntiesrelt in duties 
I fay , Evangelical righteouſneſs, that 1s, 
more prizing of acquaintance, With de- 
fice after, loving & delighting in umon 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for a moral 
man may grow1n legal righteouſneſs, (as 
the tony and thorny ground iced fprang 
up and increaled much , and came 
near unto maturity , and yet reſt in 
duties all this while, For as it 1s with 
tradeſman, they reſt in their buying 
and ſelling , tho' they make no gain 
of their trading : now Jeſus Chriſt is 
a Chriſtians gain , Phil, 1, 21. and 
hence a Child of God asks himſelf 
after Sermon, after Prayers, after Sa- 
crament', What have I gained of Chriſt? 
bave 1 got more knowledg of Chriſt, more 
admiring of the Lord Jeſus I Now a car- 
nal heart thar reſts in his duties, asks 
enly what he has done, as the Phariſee, 
TOM I thank 
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thy duties be golden duties,thou ſhalt 
periſh without Chriſt - 
+ When a man has bread- in his Wak-'® 
et, . and got water in his:Bucker , he:| 
-may. boldly ſay 3 ſo long as thele laſtyi? 
E ſhall net famiſh: ſo mayft thou ſays 
-whcn thou. haſt found and. got Cl 


242 The Sincere Convert. 
I thaik God I am not as other men, 1 fas 
twice a week, | give alms and the like, &;. 


tloks verily he fhall be ſaved, becauſg?* 


gone. +; 
he prays,& becauſe he hears, & becauſe: 


* 


* 


tis fins; that is not becauſe ofthe gain-*; 
ing of Chriſt in a duty , but -becauſ:: 
of his naked performanceof the duty; * 
atd-ſo they are like thar man that I have*® 
heard of, that rhovght verily he ſhould 
be rich, becauſe he had got a wallet 


he reforms, & becavſe he ſorrows fot? 


pn 


to beg: ſo men, becauſe they 'per-.: 


form duties, think verily they thall i. 


| be ſaved: No ſuch matter, letra man; | 


have a bucket made of gold, dothhe !: 
think to get water , becauſe he hath |. 
a bucket? No, no, hemuſt let down | 


into the. Well , and draw up Water Þ 
'-with it, fo muſt thou let down alk 
thy daties into Chriſt, and draw life þ 

and-light from his fulne(s, elſe though] 
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The Sincere Convert. 243 
in (h- pertormance of avy dury,fo long, 
as Chrilts life laſte h,, 1 ſhall Ive, as 
[long as he has any wiidom of Power 
ſo log {call 1 be dicetcd and eaa- 
bled tt well do no. 

Sign 5. Fit-l-ly, If thy duties make 
the- {in more boll'y, thou doeſt then 
reſt in duties; for theſe duties, which 
carry a man out of himſelf unto Chills 
ever feich powcr agatult fin; bu. du- 
ties that a main creſts 1a , arm him & 
ferce }im wn his fin, Tſai: 5, 14. A 
Ca' that | as no wheels iorett on, can 
harilv be d:aw+ inio the dire, bac one 
th iſ R t ©. wha-is -o:Ppeth OA led :hrough | 
I:; {vo a t hild of God that hugs no 
w ce $,n0 Juries to reſt upon cannoc 
w!l:igly be drawn 1nto {1n, bur an9- 
the man, iho* he be Tagen with fin 
(ce ve) { 133 T1I;iNC$ ag.u..{t iS con'cirnce) 
Yo hiving 1016+ Fo bear km up, gocih 
mer! ly Ov in a ft .tul courſe, aud a. 
kerh no bones of fi-; why wetee a 
b 1{sz man reviſe a gr-at Pr:::ce and 
ſtrike him, we ſay. furcly he durſt not 
do it unleſs he hai Cnc 2ody to bear 
him our 10 47, chr he reſts and 1ruſts 
unto; fo when we ice men fin againſt 
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to. God every mornin 
ſeth; why is he not more humbled F 
under his fin then? the reaſov is,: he- : 
_ covſtintly obſervech morning & even- * 


244 T be Sincer e Convert, 


the o great God , we conceive , certain. F- 


ly chey durſt uot do it if they had. 


noc ſome duties ro bear them our in it,;- 


| and to encours ge them 1n their way, * 


that they truſt 11:0. 
For , take a, prophane man what : 


makes him drink,{wear, cozen, game, - 


Whore? is rþire Bo God io CE 


Is tiiere no bheil hor cnovgh to tot- | 
mewut? ars thue wo r:]-oues tO Con- 
found tim? ves; why | 'nveth he then © 
'fo? Oh le 9ray:4 tht :o God for torgiye- |. 


nels, and fot IOWerh, and repints in 


kecret ( as }e fanh ) avd this bears | i 


kim OUT 114 Men 's Toad Pk” KS, 

Take a mortal can, te knows he. 
his his 1aili.gs and bis fins, as che beſt. 
have, and is overraken "ſomerime 'S AJ. 
the beſt aie: why doth he vot remove 
theie fins then ? He conteflerh them 


o when he r1-. 


Iv. prayer, and then h- craves forgive- |þ 
ne's for his failings, by which courſe 


he hopes he makes his peace with * 


God, and heuce he - ſinneth without | 
feat. 


, 
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fear , and riſe:ch out of is falls into 
G1 witiour ſorrow. And tj;us hey 
{e: and maintata iheir f1vs by their du- 
ties, and theicivre refit ji; duties, 

Sign 6. Stxihly, Tiole rhat fee lictle 
of tl.eir vile kear's by dures, reft In 
their duties; For 1f a man be brought 
neaier to Chriſt ; and to 17.0 |:giit, by 
duties 5 {fe Wi! il (py CLUE INOS (MORALS 
forth:morea may pirticipaes {Chriſt 
Lis kealth aid il1fvy, fe more he feek= 
eh the videreſ: cud fick: eis of Gn. 
Rom.7. As Pani, vehes, hs refited 1n 
his dries beture his converhiion , be- 
forge thit © Low had bun bicd kim, 
he «vs alive, bu 18, bethough: him 
felt a found man, becauſe bis daties 
covered lis f1n1S, IiKe fig-leaves. T heres 
fore ask thine own heart -"-1t 17 ÞE 
troubled (emetimes for fin, and it af- 
ter thy praying and forrowtirg , thow 
colt crow well; and thinkefſt thy ſelf 
fate , and feels it not thy felt more vile; 
It ic be thus, I tell thee, thy dviies 
bc but fig leaves ro PETE thy naked- 
pus, and the Lord will find thee Outs 
an: —_—_ thee ene day , and woe 


to thee, 1f thou doſt periſh tere, 
| Second- 


246 The Sincere Convert, Þ:. 
Secondly 3 There-i;7 

The inſufficien- fore behold the in{uf-(:, 
cy of any duty * ficiency ot all duties tof*: 
to ſaveaman, five us; Whica will.c;.. 
TT . appear in theſe three:*; 
"things, which 1 ſpcak, that vou may!” 
learn hereafter uever to telt in du-.-" 
- JED | 8-2 
Firſt, Conſider thy beſt duties are 
tainted, poyſoned, and mingled wiik: > 
ſome 141 » and therefore are molt o=',. 
dious 1n the-eyes of an Loly G.:d,(na«\+ 
W kedly and barely conſidered in 1hems*; 
i ſelves) for it the beſt ations of Gods 
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p-ople be filthly as theycome t: om them” + 
1-23 ro be lure, al wicked mens ac: +}. 
wg tions are moch mote tiithy and pollu-'þ 
$i. ted wih fin, but che firſt 1s rrae, [ſat... 
Ei 6. 16. e All our righteouſneſs are as fil. F 
thy YAays : for as the foun ain 1s, i018 F 
_-theſt: 2am; bur the founrain of a}! good... 
actions, (tat is the he.rt } 1s » 1n- Þ 
elcd parcly wrh fin, paitly with g:ace, '& 

__ . Therejore every activn pariicipates. of 'Þ 
{ome fin; which fins ar* daggers ar Gods Þ 

| hear, even when ma 14 pr::ving and | 
begging for his life, therefore (heres F 

_ ho hope to be laye.] by dutics.  ÞF 
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The Sincere Convert, 2.47 
Secondly , Suppole chuu could it per- 
form rhem wichour fin, yet how 
cou d & not hold our 1n dotpg fo,[ſat. 
40 G1. eAll flerh an1 the gloryethere- 
of ts but gras. Jo thy b it a&Q .o:$ 
would {vu witier , 1 th. y were not 
per tect ; and if chou canit not pe:{-vcre 
in per'orming all ducies pertectly , rhou 
art forever undous , .. though thou 
{honld{t dy fo for atime'; livelike an 
Anzel, (tnne IK: a S190. ant at chy 
laſt giſp, have bur an ile _thoug'tc, 
comini: tie leaſt im , that one rock 
will fi-k t1ze 4owaeven in the haven, 
though neve: ſo richly loaJen; one (19, 
lik: a pea k wife at che h-arc, will ſtab 
thee; one ft like alittle fire tick 1n-the 
thicch, will burn thee ; one aft of trea» 
fon will hang thee, thoug 1 chon haſt 
lived never 195 devourtly befvre, Ezek, 
18, 24. Forit 1s a crooked life, when - 
all cae parts if che line of thy life, 
be not {traig.it betore Almig ry : 
Gd. | * 
- Trirdly , Suppoſe thou ſhouldeſt per-: 
ſevere, yec ir 15 clear, thou haſt -fin- 
n-d prievouſly already : and docit thogy 
tk thige obedieuce tor the time: re. 
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- > 
GR 


. the old cent not payed in twenty years; ;* 0 


uſe any duties? canhot a man be ſ@- 


for nothing. 


248 The Sincere Convert, 
come can ſatisfizthe Lord for all hoſes. 
rears behind, for all thoſe ſins palt;% 
as can a man that payes his rent hos bd 
neſtly every year ,. ſatisfie hereby for.” 


wry 


a"; 
aa _— _— T—I——_Y 


all che obeqaience 1s a new deb. which:'*- 
cannot ſatisfie for debts paſt. Indeed © 
men may forgive wrong "Ind deb:s RO 
becauſe they be bur fivite , but the 0 
lealt fin 75 an infinite evil , and theres”; 
fore God mult be* ſatisfied for it. Men'. 
may remit debts, and yet remain men; . 


bar che Lord having ſaid, the ſoul that © 
fenneth Shall die , and his truth being | 


himſelf, ' he cannot remain God, it : 
he forgive irwithour ſatisfaction. There- | 
fore duties are bur rotten crutches for” 4 
a ſoul to reſt upon. 0 

ObjeT. But to what end thould we 's 


ved by his good prayers, nor ſorrows, F, 
nor repenting ? what ſhould we pray 
any. more th:n? Lerus caſr off all du» 
ties , if all are to no purpoſe co ſave "Þ 
us. As 00d play for nothing , as worky s C 


eAnſw. Though thy good duties a 4 


4 hot {ave thee, yer thy bad works wil | 


dawn * 
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The Sincere Convert, 249 
damn thee. Thou are therefore not to 
caſt off the duties, bur EE 
thy reſting in theſe Good duties not to 
duties. Thou art  becaſt off, but our 
aot to caſt rhem a- reſting upon them. 


K Way » bur to caſt 


them down at the teet of Jeſus Chrift, 


” as they did their crowns, Rev. 4. 10, 


11. Saying , 1i there be any good or 
oraces in theſe daties it 1s thine 
Lord , for it is the Princes favour that 


| exalts a man , bot his own pitts ; 


thev came from his good pleaſure. 
Obje#. Bur thou wilt ſay , to what 
end fhould 1 perform duties , if 1 can- 
not be ſaved by them ? us 

cAnſw. For theſe three ends? 
Uſe. 1, To carty thee to the 
Lord jefus the only Saviour, Heb, 
7. verſ, 25, he only is able to 
ſave ( not duties ) all chat come 
unto God ( that is, in the uſe of- 


.means, ) by him: hear a Sermon to 


eatry thee to Jeſus Chriſt :Faſt and pray, 


and pet a full ride of affeQions iv them 
to carty tee to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


(that is,) io get a mare love tohim, 
More acquaintance with him , more u-_ 
| 4 | mon. 
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that thou inay:(t be more fi'ted tg. 
- Chriſt, thar rhon mazſt prize Chi. 
the more; uſe thy duties, as No 

Dove did her wings, to carry theey 


a - q whe 
y % 2 _ > 4G 
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hin over to che ueaſure; ſo Chriſt 15 
_ ... , Heaven ,and chou ov earth, hedo h not 


1 'him; now call for a Roat,! ho' there 1s a0 


- err ro theTre (ure theLord ris Chip 


this is che miſery of people, like foo-# 


250 The Sincere Convert, 
Union wich Mm; lo) forrow for thy $ 


the Aik ot the Lord jcſus Chrilt, when 


.only there 1s reſt. It {fie had nerf. 


uled her wings, fne had fain in l'S 


warers: fo if thou ſhalc uſe no dui ie. 
but caſt them all off, thou arc ſurey 

-periſa; Or, as, it 1s with a poor Maty.-: 
tl:at is to g over a great water f@-_ 


a treaſlure on the other ſide , though- 


' he cannor fetch the Boac, he calis tak; 
1r ; and though here be no creaſurg.. 


in theBoac , yet he aſc s the Boar to cane, 


coine to thee, and thou canft not go ws 


grace, no good, ao ſalvation in a pic 
leſs duty , -yer uſe. ir-ro carty thee o:$ 


— comeR to pray, phe, Heave ova}, 
Lord by this prayer to a Saviour. ruth. 


biſhÞ 


-. hand-maid, that is only to lead them 


- : contented with the naked performance 
| of them, which are only hand-maids 
' to lead the ſoul unto the Lord Jeſus 


' Chriſt, 


The Sincere Cowvert, 251. 
liſh lovers when they are to woe for 
the Lady » they fall in love with her 


to her: ſo men fall in love with, and 
doxc upon their own duties , and reſt 


es of 


Secondly , Uſe duties as evidence 


-- Gods cverlaſting love toyou when you | 
- be in Chriſt; forthe graces and dutieg 


of GODS people , although they be 
. notcaaſes, yet they be tokens and pled- 
. ges of ſalvation to one 1n Chrift: they do 
© Dor ſave a man, bur only accompany 
and follow ſuch a man as ſhall be ſa- 


= , _ 6. 9, Letra = boalt of # 
is Joys , feelings, gifts, ſpirit , grace, | 
if he walks in the commiſſion of any —_— 


; one fin, or the omiſſion of any oae 
known dacy, or in the flovenly il}- 


faroured performance of duties ; this 
man, I ſay, can have no affurance 
without flactering of himſelf, 2 Pet. 
1.8, 9, 10. Duties therefore being e- _ 
vidences and pledyes of ſalvation, ufe |} 
them to that ond, and make w_ of . | 
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his love, therefore they .will keep. them 


_ the performance of theſe duties, ther 
_ fore uſe them : .Chrift thed His blogd, : 


LO 
- 
"of o 
\ 
>» 


- . agt to.fave our. fouls by them., but rg, 
© | Shtiſt, be:thed in_ vain, Grace an 


252 The Sincere Convert, Þ. 
then therefore, as a man that haf-- 


fair evidences for his Lordſhip, becaulſ,, 


-ke did not purchaſe his Lordſhip, wiff- 


he therefore caft it away ? No, no, bg." 


cauſe ir is an evidence to aſſure him- 


that- it is his own, and fo to defeny:. 
him againſt all ſuch as ſeek to. takey. | 
from him, he will carcfull preſery, 
the ſame: ſo becauſe Tos 6 not ſap 
thee, wile thou caſt away good dy - 
tics? No, tor-they are evidences (| 
thou art in Chriſt) That che Lord ang 
mercy is thine own. Women will-nd 
caſt away-their love tokens, althoug 
they are ſuch things, as did not py 
chaſe or merit the love of their hu 
bands, but becauſe they are takens 9 
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Uſe -3. Thar God the Father ofond 


Lord Jelys Chriſt may be honoured by*- 
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that He mighr purchafe unto himſelfa | 
people weglou of goed works, Tit, 2.14, 
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; good duties are a Chriſtians crown z- 
| 2t is fin only makes a man baſe; now. 
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{hall a King caſt away his crown, be- 
cauſe he bought not his Kingdom by it?- 
No, becauſe it is his Ornament and. 
lory to wear it, when he is made a- 
King ; ſol ſay unto thee, it 18 ber- 
rer tvat Chrift ſhould : be honoured 


than thy {onl ſaved 'F and therefore: 


perform duties , becauſe they honour 


the Lord jeſus Chriſt. Thus uſe thy du- 


- ries,bur reſtmot in duties; nay,go out of © 


F 
F. 
"$S 
4 
3 
þ | 


duties, and matchthy ſoul to rhe Lord. : 
Jeſus, take him for þctter and for: 
worſe, fo live in him,. and-upen hin 
all thy-days. 

_ Fourthly, By reaſon Goneral ree- 
of-mans head-RrongPre-. ſons of mans. 
ſumption, or falſe faith, - r4in... 
whereby men ſeck to © 
ſave themſelves by catching. hold on- 
Chriſt, when they ſee an inſufficiency) 
in all duties, to-help them, and them- 
{elves unworthy of mercy. For this: 
1s the laſt and moſt dangerous rock: 


that theſe times are ſplir upon... Men. FoY 
make a bridge of their. own to Ftatry-. 


ccm toChrilt, Imean they look not aftar. | 
M2. + fails. | 
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they hol i faſt Jeſus Chrift in the-han$ 


catch bold of Chriſt before,they coms.. 


Ads 


4m a 


faith , wrought by an Omnipoteny 
power which the eternal Spirit of thy 


_ Lord Jeſus muſt work in them , by 
| they content themſelves with a faith of 
_ their own forging and framing , and 


hence they think verily and believe ,thig; 


. Chriſt is their (weet Sayiour, and fa - 


doubr ror they are ſafe , when they” 
15S no ſuch matter, bur even as Doggy 
they ſnatch away childrens bread, ang.” 
{ſhall be ſhar oug of doors, (out ef 


Heaven hereafier foreyer ) | for theijz}- . 


ob 
All men are of this opinion , thyp- 


. there is no ſalvatiob but by the merig' 
_ of Jeſus Chriſt, and becauſe they hold, - 


faſt this opinion, therefore they think: - 


of taith, and ſo periſh by catchingaF 


their own catch and hanging on thelt,. 
own tancy and ſhadow. Some others; 


to feel the want of Faithand ability to# 
beiieve, and catching hold on him; 
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' they ay,they thavk God,they have got: 
S ir by this means ,. and tho' God. 
killeth them, yet they will cruſt unto 
him, Adic., 3.11. | 

Ic is inthis-reſpeCt a harder matter 


” to convert a man in Ergland than in In-. + 


'. dia; for there they have no ſuch ſhifts 
\. and forts againſt our Sermons, to ſay- 
= they believe 1n Chriſt already , as moſt 

- . amongſt vs do: we capnot wrak off 
mans fingers from catching hold on | 
" * Chriſt before they be ft for him; like 
”.. a company of Thieves 1n the ſtreet, 

” you ſhall ſee an hundred hands ſcram- 
: bling for a Jewel that is fallen there , 
- that have leaſt, nay, nothing to do. 
\ with it, Every maa faith almoſt, I 
\ hope Chriſt is mine, I put my whole 


# truſt and confidence in him, and will 


not be beaten from this. What! muſt: 
” a man deſpair? muſt nor a man truſt © - 
| unto Chriſt? Thus, men will hope 
 ardtraſt though they -have no-ground, - 
* no graces to prove they may lay - hold-' 
-- and claim unto Chriſt. This hope 
's .SKkared out of his wits, dambs- thou- 
' fands; for Iam perſwaded if men did © 
; fee them(clyes Chriſtle CICATRLIES »- 2þ - 
" _well., 
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. well as ſinful creatures, they.would crj 
t& © out, Lord, what ball 7 doto be ſavedV? 
i. .  Trucfaith is @ precions faith, 2 Pe 
' _ T.2. precious things colt us inuch, any 
_ 'we ſet them atan high rate; if thy fait 
| be ſo, ithath coſt thee many aprayey 
-..* many a,ſob, many a ſalt tear. Bur ag 
moſt men how they came by rheir Faith 
in Chriſt ? they ſay,very eafily : whe 
the Lyon ſleeps,.a man may ly and ſleg 
by it.; but when it awakens, woe 
that manthat doth ſo: ſo while GodY 
ſitear and patient, thou mayeſt befoal 
thy ſelf with thinking thou doeſt ruff 
ynto God: but woe to thee whicn this 
_ Lord appears in his wrath, as one day! 
he will ; for by vertue of this falſe faith 
- men ſinning, rake Chriſt as a diſh-cloutif 
-. to wipe them clean again, and that. 
_ all the uſe they have of thisz they {im 
- Indeed; but they truft unto Chriſt tor! 
| his mercy , and ſo ]ye (till in their fineg 
God will revenge with blood and firex: 
and plagues, this horrible - contempt 
from heaven. - 


. Hence many of you truſt untoChriltz/ 
-as.the: Aprick- Tree that leans againit! 
the wall > but. its faſt rooted in the! 
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earth: ſo you lean upon Chriſt for fal- 2 
vation! , bur you are roored-in the- + 
world, rooted in your pride ,.-rooted- +< 
in your &il:hineſs {till Wo to you if+ + 
you penſhin this eſtate, God will hew- 
you down: as fuel for his-wrath, whar ' . ; 
ever mad hope. you have to be. ſaved by 4 
Chriſt, This thereſore I preclaim from -. -/ 
the God of Heaven ro you: 1, Yow. = 
that never felt your ſelves as unable ro © * 
believe as a dead. man to raiſe hinlelt, 
you have as yet no faith ar all.: You that. 
would ges faith, firſt muſt feel your 
1wability co: believe, and fetch not this: 
flip cur of thine own garden:-it muſt. 
come down-from Heaven to.thy Soul,.. 
if ever chou partakeſt thereof, © | 

Other things 1 ſhould have ſpoken: of-- | | 
this large ſubjet; Butlam turced here 
ro end abrupty;; The Lord lay not this : 3 
finto their charge , who hath ſtopped 
my mouth , labourivg to with- hold rhe 
truth in unrighreouſneſs. And bleſled © : 
be the good God , who hath ſtood by: * ! 
his unworthy ſervant thus long, ena- -* 
bling him to lead you ſo far, as to thew + 
you the Rocks and Dangers-of your - } 
pailage ro another World, . 8 +5 
M4. - 'The- :- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Theſe following Books mY 
arc to be Sold at Eain- F 
burg and Glaſgow. 


Viz. 


Homas Shephards Para 
ble of the Ten Virgins, 
* iWwo Parts. 


—— His Sound Believer, 


| — His Seleft Caſes of. Cots 
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